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Announcement — Change in the Photo Quiz

Youwill noticethat there is nonew photoquiz in this issue.Thatdoesnotmeanthe
featurehasdisappeared– far from it. Beginningwith thenextissue, theanswer to the
photoquiz wil l appear in the sameissuethat the photoappears.You will no longer
have to wait for thenext issueto gettheanswer! Thequiz photowill bein thebegin-
ning of the issue,so you canlook at it first, puzzle over the identification,andthen
turn to theend of the issuefor theanswer. Separating thephotofrom theansweris a
traditional learningtool to force readers to researchthe identification (as well as
encouragereadersto continuesubscribing) but many of usget impatientwaiting for
the next issueto arrive and would like to get theanswer right away.After muchdis-
cussion,we decided to breakwith traditionandprovidetheanswerin thesameissue.
We’re sureour readerswill still learn from the quiz and we trust you’ll continueto
subscribe.Let usknowhowyou like it. —Ed.
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From the Editor

byRebecca Suomala

Welcome Stephen Hale
In this issuewe welcome StephenHale asa regularauthorfor the feature,Research
andVolunteer Opportunities.His first article appearson page52. Steveworks asa
ResearchScientist in theComplexSystemsResearchCenterat theUniversityof New
Hampshire(UNH). He alsoteachesa variety of coursesat UNH in theareasof ecol-
ogy, anatomy, and environmentaleducation.For the last five yearshehastaughtthe
Bird EcologyandMigration courseat theCollegefor Lifelong Learning.After receiv-
ing his Master’s Degreestudyingmorphologyand evolution of birds at Louisiana
StateUniversity, heearnedhisdoctorateat UNH in 2001,researchingmethodsto map
bird distribution and abundanceusing satellite imagery and geographicinformation
systems(GIS). Steve haslived in theSeacoast area for 10 years andcurrently resides
in Barrington.He will besharinghis NewHampshire Bird Recordswriting responsi-
bilities with Susan Story Galt, theotherregularauthorof this feature.

Thank You, Peg Lopata
We aresorry to bid good-byeto Art Editor, Peg Lopata. Pegwasthefirst personin
this newvolunteer position anddid a wonderfuljob gatheringart and photosfor each
issueandhelping to improvethelook of thepublication. Shealso helpedorganizethe
art andphotoresourcesin thecomputerandstruggled throughthe trials thataccom-
panyanewposition.Weareverygrateful for all her hard work andpatience.Now that
we’ve figured out thebestway to structure theposition,we’re ready for a newvolun-
teer to fill Peg’s shoes.If you areinterested, pleasecontactme for thedetailsof this
position.

We are looking for volunteers to fill these positions:

Art Editor

Photo Editor

Promotion Manager

Office Assistant

Contactme if you’re interested.It’s agreat way to bepart of a terrific publication.



December 1, 2003 through February 29, 2004

byDavidDeifik, WinterEditor

Winter birding often challengesthe stamina of the bird observer andthe winter of
2003-2004 was no exception, particularly after the New Year’s holiday. December
was slightly warmer than average, but almost twice as wet. We were blessedwith
heavy doses of rain andsnowduringthemonth.Therestof theseasonwasextraordi-
narily dry, particularly in January. We might be able to blamethe bitter cold of the
monthfor thatwith Januarytemperaturessix degreesbelow normal. Thetemperatures
bouncedback a bit for February, actually beingslightly abovenormal.Fromthevast
improvement in thenumberof reports over lastyear, it appears that thebirding com-
munity wasableto put forth a goodeffort in thefield this season.Theregular season
reportstotaledabout130speciescompared to 80 lastyear. This is againmorein line
with a typical winter.

A Slaty-backed Gull discoveredin Rochester
wastheoutstandingbird of theseason.Therecord
iscurrentlyunderNewHampshireRareBird Com-
mittee review. If acceptedit would not only be a
first record of this westernPacific gull for New
Hampshire,but it wouldbethefirst recordfor all of
New England. It evenhad the goodgrace to stay
long enough to be recordedon the Lee-Durham
Christmas Bird Count. The Sandhill Crane in
Monroe was an evenrarer eventthan its summer
appearanceat that locale. A Varied Thrush spent
most of the winter visiting a feeder in Newbury.
This wasour first visit from this western wanderer
in threeyears.BohemianWaxwingsstagedamid-
winter invasionof nearbiblical proportions.

Thestate’ssecondSpotted Towheewasdiscov-
ered duringtheConcordChristmasBird Countand
stayedthroughtherestof theseason,to thedelight
of themanybirderswhosoughtit out.Two records
for Rose-breasted Grosbeak were truly remark-
able. An amazingly hardyBaltimore Or iole made
an extendedvisit to Groveton,way up in thenorth
country. This wasthefirst winter report anywhere in thestate for thelastsevenyears.
Common Redpolls stagedan invasion this winter, bringing with them a virtually
unprecedentednumberof reportsof thenormally ultra-rareHoary Redpoll.

Thesummariesand listingsbelow donot includeChristmasBird Count (CBC) sight-
ings, except for theNew Hampshire portion of theSaxton’s River CBC in Vermont. A
summary of theCBC and tableof sightingscanbefoundbeginning on page26.
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Winter Season

Bohemian Waxwings by Tony Brown,
3-1-04, Hancock, NH.



4 New HampshireBird Records • Vol. 22,No. 4

Waterfowl

Winter seasonSnow Geesearegenerally scarce.Therefore severalreportsduring
Decemberto early Januaryfrom Rochester and a report of a single bird from Brook-
field in theLakesRegionwerenotable.Brant arealsousuallyquitescarcein thewin-
terseason. Thisseasontherewasasingle reportfrom NorthHampton.Thismarksthe
third yearin a row Branthasbeenreported.Interestingly, therewasonly asinglewin-
ter recordin the10yearsprior to 2001–2002.

Two inland Wood Duck reportswere notable. Threerecordsfor Northern Pintail
just inlandfrom thecoast,weresomewhat fewer thanfor recent seasons.Despitearel-
atively mild December,inlanddiving duck reports werescarce compared to someof
the large flocks found in the winters of 2000 and 2001. Therewas only a solitary
inland Barrow’s Goldeneye,reported from bothTilton andFranklin.Very rareaway
from the coast, an immaturemale Ki ng Eider was photographed at the Rochester
wastewatertreatment plant in early December. Vir tually all RuddyDuck reports for
the winter seasonoccur in December. A late Februaryrecordfrom the coast at Rye
wasthefirst for thattime framein at least15years.

date # town location observer(s)

Snow Goose
12-01 8 Rochester wastewatertreatmentplant S. Mirick
12-15 1 Brookfield Wentworth Rd. J. LaBelle
01-06 1 Rochester wastewatertreatmentplant B. Griffith

Brant
02-26 9 N. Hampton shoren. of Fox Hill Point L., P.& M. Sunderland

Mute Swans by Michael Harvey, 1-31-04, Portsmouth, NH.

Mute Swan
01-07 31 Durham Li ttle Bayoff AdamsPt. P. Hendrickx, C. Fisher
01-31 30 Portsmouth Pray St. M. Harvey
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Wood Duck
12-14 1 Plainfield River Rd. S. Sturup
02-29 1 Nashua NashuaRiverat millyard R.Andrews

American Wigeon
01-11 2 NewCastle shore S. Mirick, J.Lawrence

American Black Duck
12-06 1 NewfoundLake J. Will iams
12-06 12 Ashland SquamRiver J. Will iams
12-20 17 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
01-11 3 Tilton Rt. 140bridge J. Will iams
02-17 4 Laconia Appleton Streetdocks H. Anderson

Northern Pintail
12-01 3 Rochester wastewatertreatmentplant S. Mirick
01-11 1 Rye s.of RyeHarbor S. Mirick, J.Lawrence
02-08 2 Newmarket town landing M. Harvey

Green-winged Teal
12-02 40 Rochester wastewatertreatmentplant S. Mirick
02-10 1 Newmarket LampreyRiver S. Mirick
02-16 1 Exeter wastewatertreatmentplant E. Masterson,I. MacLeod

Ring-necked Duck
12-09 4 Windham Cobbetts Pond M. Harvey
12-14 1 NewfoundLake J. Will iams

Greater Scaup
12-01 2 Rochester wastewatertreatmentplant S. Mirick
12-06 1 Ashland SquamRiver J. Will iams
01-26 1 Tilton SilverLake J. Will iams
02-01 1 Northfield WinnipesaukeeR.neardowntownTilton P.Hunt
02-17 400 Newmarket GreatBay, Bay View Dr. S. Mirick
02-22 1 Laconia WinnipesaukeeRiver H. Anderson
02-28 3 Hampton Bicentennial Park R.& M. Suomala

Lesser Scaup
12-01 35 Rochester wastewatertreatmentplant S. Miri ck
12-09 4 Windham Cobbetts Pond M. Harvey
02-14 1 Rye RyeHarbor M. Harvey
02-29 1 Manchester MooresCrossing I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

King Eider
12-02 1 Rochester wastewatertreatmentplant S. Miri ck

Surf Scoter
12-26 2 Hampton HamptonBeach A.& G. Prazar
01-06 12 Rye Pulpit Rocks B. Griffith
01-06 30 Rye RyeHarborSt.Pk. B. Griffith
02-14 3 Rye OdiornePoint J. Will iams, B. Taffe

White-winged Scoter
12-22 4 Laconia LakeWinnisquam,off Wildwood Beach H. Anderson
12-26 1 Hampton waterwayunderHampton-Seabrook Bridge A.& G. Prazar
01-06 3 Rye Pulpit Rocks B. Griffith
01-06 3 Rye Concord Pt. B. Griffith

date # town location observer(s)
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Black Scoter
12-26 1 Hampton HamptonBeach A.& G. Prazar
02-28 2 Hampton Bicentennial Park R.& M. Suomala
02-29 24 Hampton coast M. Harvey

Long-tailed Duck
12-26 1 Hampton HamptonBeach A.& G. Prazar
01-03 2 Hampton HamptonBeach St.Pk. I. MacLeod,E. Masterson
01-06 5 Rye RyeHarborSt.Pk. B. Griffith
02-14 3 Rye OdiornePoint J. Will iams, B. Taffe
02-29 52 NH coast M. Harvey

Bufflehead
12-06 3 Ashland SquamRiver J. Will iams
02-01 2 Tilton Lochmere,aboveSilverLakeDam H. Anderson

Common Goldeneye
12-06 12 NewfoundLake J. Will iams
12-06 10 Holderness SquamLakeoutlet J. Will iams
12-13 6 Windham Canobie Lake K. Folsom
12-14 10 Lebanon Connecticut R., behindBJ’s S. Sturup
12-20 34 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
12-26 30 NH coast A.& G. Prazar
12-28 46 Sanbornton town beachonLakeWinnisquam J. Will iams
01-06 7 Rye Pulpit Rocks B. Griffith
01-06 6 Rye Concord Pt. B. Griffith
01-26 49 Tilton Rt. 140bridge J. Will iams
01-26 80 Laconia Lakeport, OpecheeBay J. Will iams
02-01 62 Northfield WinnipesaukeeR. atRt. 140 P. Hunt
02-01 25 Lebanon Connecticut R. S. Sturup
02-14 16 Rye OdiornePoint J. Will iams, B. Taffe
02-17 200 Newmarket GreatBay, Bay View Dr. S. Mirick

Barrow’s Goldeneye
12-14 1 Hampton Bicentennial Park S. Miri ck, J.Lawrence
01-11 1 Franklin Merrimack R., RiverSt. J. Will iams
01-26 1 Tilton Rt. 140bridge J. Will iams
01-31 1 Rye Ragged Neck M. Harvey
02-01 1 Rye OdiornePt.St.Pk. E. Masterson
02-16 1 Hampton North Beach E. Masterson,I. MacLeod
02-28 1 Hampton Bicentennial Park R.& M. Suomala

Hooded Merganser
12-06 2 Holderness SquamLakeoutlet J. Will iams
12-06 2 NewfoundLake J. Will iams
12-20 11 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
12-31 2 Strafford Lakeview Dr. S. Young
01-11 2 Tilton Rt. 140bridge J. Will iams
01-31 14 Tilton SilverLake J. Will iams
02-01 54 Lebanon Connecticut R. S. Sturup
02-16 12 Tilton lowerLakeWinnisquam P. Hunt
02-16 8 Laconia OpecheeBay P. Hunt
02-24 4 Newmarket town landing M. Harvey
02-29 1 Hampton GreatBoarsHead M. Harvey

date # town location observer(s)
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Common Merganser
12-06 1 NewfoundLake J. Will iams
12-06 2 Holderness SquamLakeoutlet J. Will iams
12-20 45 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
01-11 3 Tilton Rt. 140bridge J. Will iams
01-26 4 Tilton SilverLake J. Will iams
01-31 74 Laconia Lakeport, OpecheeBay J. Will iams
02-01 30 Lebanon Connecticut R. S. Sturup
02-16 54 Laconia OpecheeBay P. Hunt
02-28 37 Laconia below Lakeport Dam H. Anderson

Ruddy Duck
02-28 1 Rye n. of PulpitRocks R. Frechette,S.Spangenberg

Ring-necked Pheasant
02-19 1 Stratham s.of Rt. 108 & Swampscott Rd. jct. G. Gavutis III
02-23 2 Walpole CountyRd. R. Ritz

Wild Turkey
12-02 23 Columbia residence D.& B. Killam
12-05 30 Newbury Newbury traffic circle P. Newbern
12-20 90 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
12-22 23 Epping Rt. 128,w. side P. Hendrickx
01-12 3 Brookline residence M. Anne
01-28 9 Gilsum HammondHollow Rd. M. Wright
02-01 11 Belmont Jamestown Rd. H. Anderson
02-01 40 Lancaster North Rd. M. Harvey
02-20 30 Newbury Newbury traffic circle P. Newbern
02-29 19 Alton Halls Hill Rd. K.& B. Palfy

Red-throated Loon
02-29 3 Hampton OdiornePt.St. Pk. M. Harvey

Common Loon
12-06 1 NewfoundLake J. Will iams
12-08 1 Windham Cobbetts Pond M. Harvey
12-14 2 NewfoundLake J. Will iams
12-26 12 NH coast A.& G. Prazar
12-28 3 Sanbornton LakeWinnisquam J. Will iams
02-14 5 Rye OdiornePoint J. Will iams, B. Taffe
02-29 75 NH coast M. Harvey

Horned Grebe
12-06 1 NewfoundLake J. Will iams
12-26 2 Rye Seal Rock A. Prazar
12-28 1 Laconia LakeWinnisquam from

Sanbornton town beach J. Will iams
01-06 1 Rye Concord Pt. B. Griffith
02-29 20 NH coast I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

Red-necked Grebe
12-26 1 N. Hampton old Rt. 1A atRt. 101jct. G. Prazar
01-06 2 Rye Pulpit Rocks B. Griffith
02-29 10 NH coast I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

date # town location observer(s)
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Cormorants through Raptors

MostDouble-crestedCormorantsleave thestateby thebeginningof thewinter sea-
son. Typically therearea few winter recordseach year, mostlycoastal in December.
The Januaryrecord from Portsmouthwas a bit later thanusual.There wereseveral
early returningTurkeyVulturesreported,but alsoonepossiblewintering bird in East
Kingston,with recordsin early December andMid-February. This wasa goodwinter
for thenormally scarceRough-legged Hawk, with at least onebird spendingmostof
the winter on theSeacoast.There wasbut a singleGolden Eagle record for thesea-
son, likely a latemigrant.

AudubonSociety of New Hampshire (ASNH) coordinatedthis year’s 24thannual
mid-winter Bald Eaglesurveyon January 10.A recordhigh total of 35 Bald Eagles
wastallied. The Merrimack River Valley led with 13 eagles, followedby the Lakes
Regionwith nine eagles.Six eagleswere seen on the Connecticut River below the
Wilder Dam(thoseseennorth of thedam arecredited to Vermont).Therewerefiveon
GreatBayandtwo eaglesseenon theAndroscogginRiver. In all, 43eagleswereseen
duringthetwo-week countperiod surroundingJanuary 10.Thecountperiod recordof
50eagleswas setin 2002.

date # town location observer(s)

Double-crested Cormorant
12-14 1 Portsmouth Portsmouth Harbor S. Mirick, J.Lawrence
01-06 1 Portsmouth Pierce Is. B. Griffith

Great Cormorant
02-08 1 Tilton LowerLakeWinnisquam P. Hunt,M.& L. Krenitsky
02-14 17 Rye OdiornePoint J. Will iams, B. Taffe
02-16 11 Manchester Merrimack R. E. Masterson,I. MacLeod
02-16 1 Laconia OpecheeBay P. Hunt
02-29 47 NH coast M. Harvey

Great Blue Heron
12-20 1 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
12-26 1 Exeter ExeterR., Swasey Pkwy. G. Prazar
02-29 1 Hampstead alongRt. 111 I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

Turkey Vulture
12-03 1 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch
02-12 2 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch
02-20 13 Nashua landfill E. Masterson
02-24 2 Londonderry by Exit 4, Rt. 93 P. Newbern
02-25 4 Hampton over Rt. 95 J. Romano
02-29 1 Durham CedarPt. I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon
02-29 1 Nashua NashuaRiverat millyard R.Andrews

Bald Eagle
12-01 1 Lyman DodgeRd. L. Kraft, M. Proctor
12-08 1 Monroe town center S.& M. Turner
12-08 1 Laconia Lakeport Square H. Anderson
12-14 1 Plainfield River Rd. S. Sturup
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12-14 1 Lebanon Wilder Dam S. Sturup
12-20 2 Manchester LakeMassabesic I. MacLeod,B. Quinn
01-03 1 NewHampton PemigewassetR., Rt. 104 bridge B. Barret
01-04 1 Hebron NewfoundLake B. Barret
01-15 1 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch
01-20 2 Rochester wastewatertreatmentplant M. Harvey
01-28 1 Northfield endof GraniteSt. P. Hunt
01-31 1 Tilton SilverLake J. Will iams
02-08 1 Tilton WinnipesaukeeR. atRt. 140 P. Hunt,M.& L. Krenitsky
02-08 1 Belmont lowerLakeWinnisquam P. Hunt,M.& L. Krenitsky
02-12 1 Nashua Rt. 111bridgeover Merrimack R. M. Harvey
02-14 1 Rye RyeHarbor M. Harvey
02-23 1 Westmoreland River Rd.,Connecticut R. C. Jacobs,R. Ritz
02-28 2 Lebanon Wilder Dam S. Sturup
02-29 1 Laconia DixonPoint - Martel’sBait Shop H. Anderson
02-29 2 Manchester MooresCrossing I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

Northern Harrier
01-20 1 Seabrook CrossBeach Rd. M. Harvey

Northern Goshawk
12-07 1 Lyman Hurd Hill Rd. S.& M. Turner
01-08 1 Tamworth Tall PinesRd. residence C.& J.Tewksbury
02-29 1 Salem Rt. 28 strip I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

Red-shouldered Hawk
01-12 1 Durham Mi ll Road shopping plaza S. Mirick

Rough-legged Hawk by Stephen R. Mirick, 2-1-04, Rye Harbor, NH.

Rough-legged Hawk
12-11 1 Rye marshesnear wooden bridge S. Miri ck
01-10 1 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. G. Dennis
01-24 1 Hampton Meadow Pond S. Miri ck, J.Lawrence,

P. Lacourse,D. Abbott
01-31 1 Rye RyeHarbor M. Harvey
02-14 1 Seabrook Rt. 286over wastewatertreatmentplant M. Harvey
02-22 1 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch

Golden Eagle
12-09 1 Raymond Blueberry Hill Rd. nearExeterR. C. Moreno

date # town location observer(s)
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American Kestrel
12-20 1 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
01-15 1 Brentwood Rockingham County Complex,

Cooperative Ext. Bldg. M. Tarr
01-20 1 Dover BellamyWMA G. Gavutis

Merlin
12-20 1 Manchester Derryfield Country Club I. MacLeod,B. Quinn
01-27 1 Hampton HamptonBeach St.Pk. I. MacLeod
02-29 1 Concord White Park I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

Peregrine Falcon
12-05 1 Monroe Rt. 135 P. Powers
12-20 1 Manchester HampshirePlaza I. MacLeod,B. Quinn
02-07 1 Portsmouth Memorial Bridge S. Mirick, Newburyport

BirdersFT
02-28 1 Concord StateHouse I. MacLeod

Cranes through Alcids

Sandhill Crane is normally very rare in the statebut an individual hasbeen seen
every summer in Monroesince1999.This individual was seenin early December, a
virtually unprecedentedsightingfor thewinter season.Killdeer are rare in thewinter
season,so an individual flushedby a passingRed-tailed Hawk from a marshin Rye
wasquitea surprise. Bonaparte’sGull wasunusuallyscarcewith but onereportfrom
theSeacoast.

An impressivemaximumof 13 Iceland Gulls was reported in early Februaryfrom
the Rochester area. Until aboutfive years ago,LesserBlack-backedGull wasof very
rareoccurrencein NewHampshire.Thisseasonthey wereagain reported fromseveral
seacoasttownswith aboutfive birdsspendinga goodpartof thewinter. Althoughnot
a truespecies, theNelson’s Gull is anattractive hybrid of theHerringandGlaucous
Gull. Oneof theseforms wasobserved and photographedin Rochesterthis season.
The recordis presently underreview by the New HampshireRareBird Committee.
Therewasa relative dearth of alcid reports from thecoastwith only a few eachof the
threemostcommonspecies:BlackGuillemot,Razorbill,andThick-billed Murre.

date # town location observer(s)

Thick-billed Murre, 2-14-04, N. Hampton, NH, by Glen Tepke, www.pbase.com/gtepke
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Sandhill Crane
12-06 1 Monroe PlainsRd. E. Emery, P.Powers

Killdeer
01-11 1 Rye marshs.of OdiornePt. S. Mirick, J.Lawrence

Sanderling
12-31 15 N. Hampton N. HamptonStateBeach B. Griffith
02-14 25 Rye JennessBeach M. Harvey

Purple Sandpiper
01-31 30 Hampton HamptonBeach St.Pk. M. Harvey
02-10 5 Rye Pulpit Rocksarea J. Romano
02-14 1 Rye OdiornePoint J. Will iams, B. Taffe
02-28 2 Rye RyeLedge R.& M. Suomala
02-28 3 Rye Seal Rocks R.& M. Suomala
02-28 2 N. Hampton just n. of Little BoarsHead R.& M. Suomala
02-29 10 Hampton HamptonBeach St.Pk. I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

Dunlin
01-24 20 Hampton HamptonHarbor jetty S. Mirick, J.Lawrence,

P. Lacourse,D. Abbott
02-29 20 Hampton HamptonBeach St.Pk. I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

Bonaparte’s Gull
12-26 3 NH coast A.& G. Prazar

Iceland Gull
12-01 7 Rochester wastewatertreatmentplant S. Mirick
12-06 1 Rye RyeHarbor M. Harvey
12-28 1 Windham Cobbetts Pond M. Harvey
12-31 1 Seabrook SeabrookHarbor B. Griffith
02-01 1 Hampton Bicentennial Park S. Mirick, J.Lawrence
02-03 13 Rochester Rochesterarea S. Miri ck
02-14 2 Seabrook SeabrookHarbor M. Harvey
02-14 1 Rye RyeLedge M. Harvey
02-16 1 Hampton North Beach E. Masterson,I. MacLeod
02-16 1 Hampton HamptonHarbor E. Masterson,I. MacLeod
02-16 1 Exeter wastewatertreatmentplant E. Masterson,I. MacLeod
02-22 4 NH coast S. Miri ck
02-28 1 Tilton WinnipesaukeeR. D. Johnson
02-29 1 Seabrook YankeeFisherman’s Coop. I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

date # town location observer(s)

Lesser Black-backed Gull
by Michael Harvey,
2-8-04, Newmarket, NH.
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date # town location observer(s)
Lesser Black-backed Gull
12-10 1 Dover Wil landPond S. Mirick
12-10 1 Rochester wastewatertreatmentplant S. Mirick
12-22 1 Newmarket off BayRoad S. Mirick
12-31 2 Rochester wastewatertreatmentplant S. Mirick
01-11 1 Portsmouth Portsmouth FishPier S. Mirick, J.Lawrence
02-03 1 Rochester wastewatertreatmentplant S. Mirick
02-24 1 Newmarket LampreyRiver S. Mirick

Glaucous Gull
12-10 2 Rochester wastewatertreatmentplant S. Mirick
01-06 1 Seabrook SeabrookHarbor B. Griffith
01-20 3 Rochester wastewaterTreatment Plant M. Harvey
02-03 2 Rochester Rochesterarea S. Mirick

Black-legged Kittiwake
12-06 2 Rye Pulpit Rocks M. Harvey
12-14 2 Rye OdiornePointSt.Pk. S. Mirick, J.Lawrence
01-03 2 Hampton HamptonBeach St.Pk. I. MacLeod,E. Masterson
01-24 2 Rye Ragged Neck S. Mirick, P.Lacourse,

J.Lawrence,D. Abbott

Thick-billed Murre
02-11 1 N. Hampton atRyetown line S. Mirick
02-29 1 Rye off Concord Pt. I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

Razorbill
01-06 1 Rye RyeHarborSt.Pk. B. Griffith
01-24 1 Rye OdiornePoint S. Mirick, P.Lacourse,

J.Lawrence,D. Abbott
02-07 1 N. Hampton Li ttle BoarsHead S. Mirick, J.Lawrence,et al.

Black Guillemot
02-07 4 NH coast S. Mirick
02-29 2 Rye OdiornePt.St.Pk. M. Harvey
02-29 1 Rye off Concord Pt. I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

Owls through Horned Lark

We received threewinter reports of the relatively scarce Eastern Screech-Owl.
Unfortunately two of thosebirdswere founddeceased.Inlandrecordsof SnowyOwl,
especiallynorth of theLakesRegion,arerare;onephotographedvirtually in theshad-
owsof Mt. Chocoruawasthereforequite notable. Red-bellied Woodpeckerscontinue
their presencein thestatewith no less than 14 recordsthis winter.This is a phenome-
nonof only aboutthelast10years.After afew yearsof sparsereportsNorthernShrike
recordswere seen in numbersagain this winter. Only the winters of 1999and2000
had morewithin the last 10 years. Only the few hardysoulsventuringto the higher
elevationsof theWhite Mountains were rewarded with GrayJay this winter. A small
groupof FishCrowsspentmostof latewinter in theshoppingdistrict of Salem.
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Eastern Screech-Owl
12-30 1 Northwood Rt. 4 nearCoe-BrownAcademy I. MacLeod
01-01 1 Hampstead A. Maley
01-24 2 Kensington Rt. 107 residence,South Rd. G. Gavutis

Great Horned Owl
02-07 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis Jr.
02-10 1 Newmarket Bay Rd. H. Chary
02-29 3 Durham AdamsPt. I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

Snowy Owl
12-30 1 Madison BoulderHill, 5mi.ese.of Mt.Chocorua G. Clark
02-20 1 Newmarket GreatBay, Bay View Dr. S. Mirick, B. Atherton

Short-eared Owl
01-06 1 Rye RyeHarborSt.Pk. B. Griffith
02-22 1 Rye HarborRoad S. Mirick, J.Lawrence

Northern Saw-whet Owl
12-13 1 E. Kingston MonahanCorner, Rts.107& 108 D. Finch
01-24 1 Exeter off Drinkwater Road S. Mirick, J.Lawrence,

P. Lacourse,D.Abbott
02-03 1 Plainfield Hell Hollow Rd. residence L. Zeltman

Red-bellied Woodpecker
12-04 1 Plainfield residence R. Mogielnicki
12-07 1 Hudson Old Derry Rd. M. Wright
12-18 1 Milf ord Federal Hill Rd. R.& B. Becker
12-22 1 Windham residence J. Romano
01-01 1 Newmarket Bay Rd. H. Chary
01-01 1 Plymouth CummingsSt. J. Will iams
01-02 1 Exeter residence M. Prazar
01-14 1 Brookline residence M. Anne
01-24 1 Newmarket New Road S. Mirick, J.Lawrence,

P. Lacourse,D. Abbott
01-29 1 Salem town forest M. Harvey
02-05 1 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch
02-08 1 Stratham s.of Rt.108& SwampscottRd.jct. G.GavutisIII
02-10 1 Nashua Clovercrest Dr. residence B. Harris
02-18 1 Portsmouth JonesAve.nursing home A. Handren

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
01-21 1 Portsmouth off SouthStreet S. Miri ck

Black-backed Woodpecker
02-29 2 BeansGrant Crawford Path& MizpahCutoff jct. D. Govatski,C. Bretton

Northern Shrike
12-01 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence,South Rd. G. Gavutis
12-02 1 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
12-04 1 Plainfield Black Hill Rd. R. Mogielnicki
12-05 1 Strafford Lakeview Dr. S. Young
12-06 1 Hancock Antrim Rd. E. Masterson
12-10 1 Kensington s.of Winkley Brook G. Gavutis
12-12 1 Auburn Massabesic AudubonCenter I. MacLeod

date # town location observer(s)
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Northern Shrike—continued
12-14 1 Rye OdiornePt.St. Pk. M. Harvey
12-14 1 Rye RyeLedge M. Harvey
12-18 1 Pittsburg FirstConnecticut Lake,Rt. 3 S. Stoddard, D. Govatski
12-31 1 Rye RyeLedge B. Griffith
01-09 1 Concord Audubon House,Silk Farm WS K. Palfy
01-11 1 Rye StrawPoint S. Mirick, J.Lawrence
01-17 1 Plymouth PineGateRd. J. Will iams
01-17 1 Hanover Blueberry Hill residence K. Kluge,T. Rosenmeier
02-07 2 Rye coast S. Mirick, etal.
02-14 1 Windham CastleHill Rd. M. Harvey
02-19 1 Lebanon Reservoir Rd. S. Sturup
02-20 1 Hill sborough Windsor Rd. I. MacLeod

Gray Jay
12-10 2 BeansPurchase MizpahHut D. Govatski
01-10 1 SargentsPurchase Davis Path, Mt. Isolation J. Stockwell
02-13 1 Livermore n. slopeof Mt. Tecumseh D. Johnson, G. Cushing
02-21 6 BeansGrant MizpahCutoff trail D. Govatski
02-28 1 Bethlehem AMC ZealandHut D. Govatski

Fish Crow
02-20 10 Salem VeteransMemorial Pkwy. M. Harvey

Horned Lark
12-20 93 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
12-31 3 Hampton HamptonBeach St.Pk. B. Griffith
01-20 22 Rochester wastewatertreatmentplant M. Harvey
01-31 89 Hampton HamptonBeach St.Pk. M. Harvey

Chickadees through Waxwings

As with the Gray Jay, it required some dedicated
winter hiking in the White Mountainsto find any
Boreal Chickadeesthis season.Carolina Wren
recordsweresomewhatoff from theirabundanceof
last winter, producing but half the records of
2002–2003. A lovely and cooperative Varied
Thrush graceda bird feederin Newbury through-
out the winter. Throughthe kind hospitality of the
homeowners many birders (more than 85 signed
the visitor log) wereable to view this stunningvis-
itor from the west. This speciesnormally nestsno
closer than northwesternMontanaand winters to
southern California andArizona.Onewould there-
fore expect this to be a purely accidental sighting,
but it is moreof a rarebut regularoccurrence.Our
last New Hampshire recordwas three years ago.

date # town location observer(s)

Bohemian Waxwing by Tony Brown,
3-2-04, Hancock, NH.
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BrownThrashers becomerarein thestateafterearly October.Our onerecordis typi-
cal for this season.A similarly hardy AmericanPipit was seenon thecoast duringthe
Januaryfreeze.

Oneof the most outstandingevents of the seasonwas the invasion of Bohemian
Waxwings. This is anirruptivespecies thatwill normallyproducefrom zero to fewer
thanfive winter recordsin agivenseason, thoughthewintersof 1995,1997,and1999
moderatelyexceeded that. Onehasto goback to thewinter of 1993–1994to seeasub-
stantial incursionof Bohemians.Interestingly, thiswasalso thelastseasonto produce
a large incursion of Common Redpolls. At that time therewere 25 records involving
approximately 4,000individuals. This season, 50 recordsof over 6,000individuals
were documented. Oneflock seenin Hanover was estimated to contain1,600birds!
The timing of this invasion wasquite interesting. Usually Bohemianswill starttheir
incursions in the late fall producinggood numbersof Christmas Bird Count records.
This season,they werevirtually absent during the CBC period with only three indi-
viduals notedin thewholestate.Theyremainedabsent for most of January.On Janu-
ary21 thesituationstartedto changeasthefirst of themanyrecordswas reported.

date # town location observer(s)

Boreal Chickadee
12-20 3 Franconia OwlsHead summit J. Stockwell
12-28 2 SargentsPurchase Boot Spur Trail, 4000' J. Stockwell
01-01 3 Woodstock Mt. Jim summit J. Stockwell
01-10 3 SargentsPurchase Isolation Trail near shelter J. Stockwell
01-31 2 BeansPurchase Wildcat ridgebetweenA and D. J. Stockwell
02-01 3 WatervilleValley TripyramidbetweenN. & S.Peaks J. Stockwell
02-22 2 Berlin Mt. Weeks J. Stockwell
02-27 3 BeansPurchase South Carter J. Stockwell
02-27 1 BeansPurchase Middle Carter J. Stockwell
02-28 1 Bethlehem North Twin J. Stockwell

Carolina Wren
12-22 1 Windham residence J. Romano
12-27 2 Hopkinton residence T.& B. Richards
01-30 1 Salem residence K. Folsom
01-31 1 Nashua Hil lsFerry Rd.residence J. Allard
01-31 1 Bristol residence W. Barret
02-06 2 Exeter High St. residence L. Ring
02-14 1 Nashua Clovercrest Dr. B. Harris
02-22 1 Northfield Park St. P. Hunt
02-29 1 Concord Portsmouth St. R.& M. Suomala

Winter Wren
12-02 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence,South Rd. G. Gavutis
01-03 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence,South Rd. G. Gavutis
01-09 1 Chester residence B. Folsom

Eastern Bluebird
12-10 5 Kensington sw.of Muddy Pond G. Gavutis
01-13 2 Rye ClarkRd. V. White
01-20 20 Dover BellamyWMA G. Gavutis
01-24 3 Newmarket MoodyPoint S. Miri ck, P.Lacourse,

J.Lawrence,D. Abbott
01-26 3 Rye WestRd. B.& H. Blanchard
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Eastern Bluebird—continued
02-05 5 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis Jr.
02-28 2 Auburn Massabesic AudubonCenter I. MacLeod
02-28 1 Newmarket Hamel FarmDr. P. Hendrickx

Hermit Thrush
12-10 3 Kensington just s. of Muddy Pond G. Gavutis
01-07 1 Auburn Massabesic AudubonCenter J. Nelson, K. Acerno,etal.
01-08 1 Auburn Massabesic AudubonCenter J. Doherty, D. Turcotte

American Robin
12-10 100 Kensington s.of Muddy Pond& Winkley BrookG.Gavutis
01-04 100 Merrimack Pearson Rd. D. Herget
01-07 470 Newmarket GreatBay, Bay View Dr. S. Mirick
01-12 250 Kensington Rt. 108near E. Kingstonline G. Gavutis
01-20 60 Dover BellamyWMA G. Gavutis
01-24 75 Manchester Derryfield Court C. Sherwood
01-24 40 Exeter Saltonstall Medical Bldg.,Buzell Ave. G. Prazar
01-27 800 Dover downtownDover S. Mirick
01-31 45 Nashua Hil lsFerry Rd.& ManchesterSt. J. Allard
02-06 75 Laconia WildwoodRd. H. Anderson
02-13 75 Belmont WildwoodRd. H. Anderson
02-29 50 Concord Old LoudonRd. R.& M. Suomala

Varied Thrush
12-04 1 Newbury RichardsRd. K.& J.Mock
12-13 1 Newbury RichardsRd. T. Keene
12-18 1 Newbury I. MacLeod,et al.

Brown Thrasher
02-14 1 Loudon Hemlock Hil l Dr. B. Sullivan

American Pipit by Stephen R. Mirick, 1-11-04, Great Boars Head, Hampton, NH.

American Pipit
01-11 1 Hampton GreatBoarsHead S. Miri ck, J.Lawrence

Bohemian Waxwing
12-21 19 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
12-27 1 Durham off DurhamPoint Road S. Miri ck, J.Lawrence,et al.
01-21 50 Gilmanton Old JonesFarm J. Stockwell

date # town location observer(s)
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01-21 2 Kensington Rt. 107 residence,South Rd. G. Gavutis
01-22 4 Epping off Rt. 87 S. Mirick
01-23 40 Sandwich Rt. 25 T. Vazzano
01-24 230 Plymouth Beech Hill Rd. residence J. Will iams
01-25 65 Plymouth PineGateRd. J. Will iams
01-26 100 Conway Shaw’s PlazaRd. G.& M. McElroy
01-28 103 Laconia WildwoodShoresBeach, ShoreDr. H.Anderson
02-01 92 Plymouth PlymouthStateUniversity M. Harvey
02-01 175 Northfield Bay Rd. P. Hunt
02-01 19 Northfield Park St. P. Hunt
02-03 65 Franklin River St. D. Stavros,L. Bardusk
02-03 35 Holderness USForest Service lot J. Will iams
02-07 180 Peterborough Old StreetRd. D. Rowell
02-09 7 Londonderry MammothRd., highschool K. Murphy
02-10 32 Rochester Pickering Road S. Mirick
02-10 250 Laconia OpecheeTownhouseCondos,

North Main St. H. Anderson
02-10 400 Hanover DartmouthCollegecampus S. Sturup
02-11 240 Hill sborough Windsor Rd. I. MacLeod
02-11 200 Laconia Veteran’s Square, Laconia

SavingsBank H. Anderson
02-14 1600 Hanover Rt. 10, justn. of Mink Brook B. Shepard
02-14 85 Hanover Smith Rd. S. Sturup
02-15 50 Plymouth HatchPlaza J. Will iams
02-16 20 Colebrook River of Li fe Church D. Killam
02-17 1 Dover BurgerKing parking lot S. Mirick
02-18 140 Hampstead town hall D. Finch
02-18 30 Hanover EastWheelock St. S. Sturup
02-19 10 Hanover Reservoir Rd. S. Sturup
02-20 150 Moultonborough Rt. 25, juste. of CenterHarbor P. Hunt
02-21 40 Holderness downtown J. Will iams
02-22 200 Laconia behind Baptist Church,Court St. H. Anderson
02-23 33 Newbury Fisherfield Rd. P. Newbern
02-24 2 Dover Prospect St. S. Galt
02-27 30 Plymouth HatchPlaza J. Will iams
02-28 160 Concord White Park I. MacLeod
02-28 25 Dublin w. sideof Dublin Lake T. Wright & K. VanWely
02-29 45 Concord W. PortsmouthSt. R.& M. Suomala
02-29 80 Concord Walmart, LoudonRd. M. Lee
02-29 30 Rumney Quincy Rd. B. Taffe
02-29 47 Chichester HorseCorner Rd. R.& M. Suomala

Cedar Waxwing
12-03 36 Keene behind CheshireMedical Ct. M. Wright
12-09 37 Laconia GilfordAve. H. Anderson
12-10 15 Kensington e.of Muddy Pond G. Gavutis
12-14 59 Holderness Rt. 175A J. Will iams
12-14 65 Sanbornton Rt. 3, miniaturegolf course J. Will iams
12-20 923 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
12-31 120 Windham CastleHill Rd. M. Harvey
01-01 60 Laconia Folsom St. H. Anderson
01-01 40 Plymouth CummingsSt. J. Will iams
01-21 60 Kensington Rt. 107 residence,South Rd. G. Gavutis

date # town location observer(s)



18 New HampshireBird Records • Vol. 22,No. 4

Cedar Waxwing—continued
01-25 25 Gilmanton Currier Hill Rd. J. Stockwell
01-26 15 Exeter Saltanstall Medical Bldg. G. Prazar
02-03 45 Belmont BelknapMall tree D. Stavros,L. Bardusk
02-08 75 Northfield endof GraniteSt. P. Hunt
02-09 100 Tilton School St. P. Scheider
02-24 17 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch,M. Bott
02-29 30 Concord Old LoudonRd. R.& M. Suomala
02-29 35 Concord Portsmouth St. R.& M. Suomala

Warblers through Sparrows

Parulids (WoodWarblers) arenever a prominent componentof our winter bird life.
This was particularly the casethis season. There were no warbler reports of any
speciesoutsideof afewYellow-rumped WarblersduringtheCBCs.Althoughwehave
no Eastern Towheesto report this season, its westerncounterpart,the Spotted
Towhee, was found on December 14 during the Concord CBC. It was extremely
cooperative,spendingtherestof theseasonhangingaroundthesameresidence.When
found,it wasapparently afirst staterecord.Shortlyafter thissighting asecondrecord
cameto light of aSpottedTowheethat hadfirst beenseenin November,makingit the
first staterecord! Thetaxonomicstatusof theEastern andSpotted Towheeshas been
quite dynamic. They were consideredsubspeciesof one species,the Rufous-sided
Towhee,at thebeginningof thetwentieth century. They werelater split, lumped,and
finally split again asseparatespecies in themid-1990s.

A hardyChipping Sparrow apparently winteredover in Northfield. They arerare
duringtheseasonandcanbeatricky identificationgiventheir superficialresemblance
to theAmerican TreeSparrow,a much moreabundantspeciesat this time of year.
Besides its distinctly smaller size,the Chipping Sparrowlacks the rufouscap in the
winter. This is replacedby a streaked brown cap. It also lacksthecentralblack breast
spot of theTreeSparrow. FoxSparrow can behardy enoughto stay aroundduringthe
winter. Ourfive recordsareabouttypical for thelast10years. Althoughuncommonly
seenaslateasDecember,aSwampSparr ow seenin lateJanuarymustbeconsidered
truly rare.The last Januaryrecordfor this specieswas10 yearsago.Rose-breasted
Grosbeak is a very rarewinter seasonvisitor indeed.Onewould have to go all the
way backto theBakerValley CBC of 1990 to find a singleoccurrenceof this species
(oneof three in over50seasonsof CBCdata).Thetwo photographically documented
recordsfoundthisseasonwereunique.

date # town location observer(s)

Spotted Towhee
12-14 1 Concord GarvinsFallsRd.residence M.& R. Suomala
12-16 1 Concord residenceon Garvin Falls Rd. S. Miri ck, M. Suomala,

D. Finch,D. Abbott
12-20 1 Grafton Height of Land Rd.residence B. Taffe,J.Will iams,

G. Renee

date # town location observer(s)
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01-17 1 Grafton Height of Land Rd.residence G. Renee
02-29 1 Concord GarvinsFallsRd. I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

American Tree Sparrow
12-02 2 Kensington Rt. 107 residence,South Rd. G. Gavutis
12-05 3 Deerfield MountainRd. Ext. J.& C. Carr
12-06 2 Brookline residence M. Anne
12-13 2 Salem residence K. Folsom
12-14 11 Franklin River St. J. Will iams
12-15 15 Gilsum HammondHollow Rd. M. Wright
12-20 169 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
12-21 26 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt
01-02 6 Gilmanton Old JonesFarm J. Stockwell
01-07 4 Rye WestRd. B.& H. Blanchard
01-07 9 Chichester Smith Sanborn Rd. R.& M. Suomala
01-10 1 Exeter residence G. Prazar
01-11 32 Laconia WildwoodRd. H. Anderson
01-13 1 Milf ord Federal Hill Rd. B. Becker
01-22 21 Gilsum HammondHollow Rd. M. Wright
02-05 15 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis Jr.
02-12 13 Gilsum HammondHollow Road M. Wright
02-24 8 Laconia WildwoodRd. H. Anderson

Chipping Sparrow
12-20 1 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
01-24 1 Northfield Sargent St. P. Hunt

Field Sparrow
01-01 1 Keene bikepathby WaterSt. R.& M. Suomala
01-30 1 Salem residence K. Folsom

Savannah Sparrow
01-24 1 Seabrook CrossBeach Road S. Mirick, J.Lawrence,

P. Lacourse,D. Abbott
01-24 3 Seabrook I. MacLeod,E. Masterson.

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

Fox Sparrow
12-02 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence,South Rd. G. Gavutis
12-02 1 Newmarket Hamel FarmDr. P. Hendrickx
12-12 2 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch,M. Bott
01-02 1 Peterborough UnionSt. M. Johnson
01-30 1 Jaffrey Harling St. B. Ellis

Song Sparrow
12-14 1 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch,M. Bott
12-20 32 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
12-24 2 Newmarket Hamel FarmDr. P. Hendrickx
01-08 1 Nashua residence J.& B. Ayer
02-28 1 Concord Brochu Nursery I. MacLeod

Swamp Sparrow
01-22 1 NewCastle off Rt. 1A S. Miri ck

date # town location observer(s)
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White-throated Sparrow
Winter 2 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch,M. Bott
Winter 4 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch,M. Bott
12-02 3 Kensington Rt. 107 residence,South Rd. G. Gavutis
12-03 2 Salem residence K. Folsom
12-18 1 Concord GarvinsFallsRd. R.& M. Suomala
12-20 12 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
01-03 1 Laconia WildwoodRd. H. Anderson
01-27 2 Durham University of NH campus R. Suomala
01-28 2 Kensington Rt. 107 residence,South Rd. G. Gavutis
02-12 3 Nashua Clovercrest Dr. B. Harris
02-24 1 Laconia WildwoodRd. H. Anderson
02-29 1 Concord Portsmouth St. R.& M. Suomala

White-crowned Sparrow
12-20 1 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
12-22 1 Stratham River Road S. Mirick

Dark-eyed Junco
12-02 5 Kensington Rt. 107 residence,South Rd. G. Gavutis
12-20 76 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
12-21 11 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt
01-01 8 Gilsum HammondHollow Rd. M. Wright
01-09 5 Exeter residence G. Prazar
02-05 7 Chichester Smith Sanborn Rd. R.& M. Suomala
02-29 11 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt

Lapland Longspur
01-17 13 Hampton HamptonBeach St.Pk. S. Mirick, J.Lawrence
12-10 1 Jefferson Rt. 115 llamafarm D. Govatski
02-08 2 Hampton HamptonBeach St.Pk. M. Harvey

Snow Bunting
12-05 20 Sandwich fairgrounds T. Vazzano
12-19 4 Holderness Exit 25cloverleaf J. Will iams
12-20 137 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
12-26 6 Hampton HamptonBeach St.Pk. A.& G. Prazar
02-28 6 Laconia WinnipesaukeeExpo Centerparking lot H. Anderson
02-29 8 Hampton HamptonBeach St.Pk. M. Harvey

Rose-breasted Grosbeak
12-09 1 Newton TaraLane P. McFarland
01-10 1 Derry Mi ltimoreRd.residence B. Horton
01-24 1 Derry Mi ltimoreRd.residence S. Miri ck, D. Abbott,

J.Lawrence,P.Lacourse

Blackbirds through Finches

ThoughRed-winged Blackbirdsstart filtering into thestateby lateFebruary,onebird
in late January was possiblyan over-wintering bird or an unusually early “spring”
migrant.An adult maleBaltimore Oriole spent aboutonemonthvisiting a feeder up
north in Groveton. The homeownerset up a heated feeding shelter where the oriole
devoured a steadydiet of mealworms, orange,cranberry, and suet.Presently this
recordis underRareBird Committee review.

date # town location observer(s)
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The winter of 2003–2004will be remembered
as one of the great Redpoll invasion seasons.
Common Redpoll usually occurs on a biannual
irruptivecycle, but onehasto go back to thewin-
terof 1993–1994to experienceasimilar invasion.
This season there werealmostdoublethe number
of Common Redpoll records compared to 1993
and five times the yearly averageof the last 10
years. Truly exciting was the large number of
reportsof Hoary Redpoll. Thoughtherearesome
controversies in thetaxonomyof this speciespair
and difficulties with their field identification, the
15 recordsacceptedby theRareBirdsCommittee
(RBC) this seasonexceedsprior recordsby a fac-
tor of three! The recordswerewidely distributed
acrossthe state as well extendingfrom the wilds
of Errol in thefar northeastto Keenein thesouth-
west corner of the state. For more than three
weeks the redpolls of Keenewere most coopera-
tive. A mixed Redpoll flock close to downtown
Keeneaffordedmanybirdersobservationsof at leastfour individual Hoary Redpolls,
andtheremay have beenasmanyasten(additional detailson theKeeneHoarys are
awaiting reviewby theRBC).

Interestingly, abundanceof other irruptive finches was not uniformly distributed
acrossthegroup.Both RedandWhite-winged Crossbillswerevirtually absent.Pine
Grosbeakwasfoundin aboutaveragenumbers.Therewereaboutthreetimesasmany
recordsfor Pine Siskin asonewould usually expect, althoughthey werenot foundin
largenumbers.

date # town location observer(s)

Red-winged Blackbird
12-29 1 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch
01-24 1 Portsmouth GreatBog S. Miri ck, J.Lawrence,

P. Lacourse,D. Abbott
02-18 16 Salem Brady Ave. M, Harvey
02-20 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis Jr.
02-24 1 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch
02-29 13 Newmarket Hamel FarmDr. P. Hendrickx
02-29 25 Seabrook Walton Rd. M. Harvey
02-29 1 Hampton Rt. 101 I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon
02-29 1 Concord EastSideDr. D.& B. Soule

Rusty Blackbird
12-12 3 Hill sborough Windsor Rd. I. MacLeod,E. Masterson
01-17 1 Plainfield River Rd.at McNamara’sFarm S. Sturup

Common Grackle
12-31 1 Rye Rt. 1A & Elyryn Rd. B. Griffith
01-22 1 Portsmouth GreatBog S. Miri ck

Hoary Redpoll by James Smith,
12-25-03, Keene, NH.
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Common Grackle—continued
02-16 1 Manchester off Wellington Rd. I. MacLeod,E. Masterson
02-17 2 Manchester E. Masterson,I. MacLeod
02-18 5 Salem Cortland Dr. M. Harvey
02-29 48 Seabrook Walton Rd. M. Harvey
02-29 1 Northfield Sargent St. P. Hunt
02-29 1 Newmarket Hamel FarmDr. P. Hendrickx
02-29 1 Salem Rt. 28 strip I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon
02-29 9 Nashua Nashuamillyard R.Andrews
02-29 15 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch

Brown-headed Cowbird
12-03 4 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch,M. Bott
12-18 1 Hill sborough Windsor Rd. I. MacLeod
12-20 7 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
01-04 19 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch,M. Bott
01-24 3 Greenland GreatBay Farm S. Mirick, J.Lawrence,

P. Lacourse,D. Abbott
02-07 1 Gilmanton Currier Hill Rd. J. Stockwell
02-18 25 Salem BradyAve M. Harvey
02-29 1 Newmarket Hamel FarmDr. P. Hendrickx

Pine Grosbeak
12-28 1 SargentsPurchase Boot Spur Trail, 3000' J. Stockwell
12-29 7 Pittsburg Back LakeRd. wetlands B. Griffith, M. Harvey
12-31 1 Jefferson Airport Rd. D. Govatski
12-31 13 Columbia residence D. Killam
02-26 20 Columbia residence D. Killam

Purple Finch
12-03 1 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch,M. Bott
01-05 1 Gilsum HammondHollow Rd. M. Wright
01-12 1 Hill sborough Windsor Rd. I. MacLeod

date # town location observer(s)



Red Crossbill
12-14 7 Bethlehem Trudeau Road wetlands T. Berriman, D. Govatski

White-winged Crossbill
12-18 8 Pittsburg Deer MountainCampground S. Stoddard, D. Govatski
12-29 3 Bethlehem Trudeau Rd.RangerStation B. Griffith, M. Harvey
01-31 9 BeansGrant CrawfordPath D. Govatski

Common Redpoll
12-03 1 Hancock Antrim Rd. E. Masterson
12-06 1 Hudson Old Derry Rd. M. Wright
12-06 25 Bristol WulametRd. J. Will iams
12-06 15 Columbia residence D. Killam
12-09 15 Hanover Balch St. S. Sturup
12-10 10 Newmarket GreatBay, Bay View Dr. S. Mirick
12-12 30 Laconia WildwoodRd. H. Anderson
12-12 55 Hill sborough Windsor Rd. I. MacLeod
12-14 40 Rye NH coast S. Mirick, J.Lawrence
12-14 35 Hampton Bicentennial Park M. Harvey
12-19 35 Whitefield WhitefieldAirport, Cinder Rd. D. Govatski
12-20 58 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
12-20 50 Keene bikepath B. Griffith
12-20 70 Gilsum HammondHollow Rd. M. Wright
12-20 25 Newbury residence B. Griffith
12-30 35 NewLondon PingreeRd. A.& R. Vernon
01-01 16 Plymouth CummingsSt. J. Will iams
01-02 150 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
01-02 10 Deerfield MountainRoadExt. C.& J.Carr
01-02 35 Rumney Quincy Rd. B. Taffe
01-05 68 Strafford Lakeview Dr. S. Young
01-07 55 Gilmanton CrystalLake W. Arms
01-11 14 Franklin Ledgeview Overlook J. Will iams
01-17 35 Hanover Blueberry Hill residence K. Kluge,T. Rosenmeier
01-23 10 Derry LedgewoodDr. M. Mensinger
01-24 25 Northfield Spring St. P. Hunt
01-25 30 Gilmanton Currier Hill Rd. J. Stockwell
01-31 40 Newbury residence P. Newbern
02-07 125 Barrington AlwoodDr., MendumsPondshore T.& L. Chase
02-13 100 Walpole MerriamRd. R. Ritz
02-18 20 Weare PerkinsPond WMA G. Gavutis Jr.
02-29 20 Auburn Massabesic AudubonCenter I. MacLeod,E. Masterson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

Hoary Redpoll
12-08 1 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
12-20 2 Keene bikepathbetweenWater& Main St.B. Griffith
12-24 1 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
12-29 4 Keene bikepathbetweenWater& Main St.B. Griffith, M. Harvey,

J.Smith, S.Spangenberg
12-30 3 Ossipee Beech RiverCircle M.& G. McElroy
12-31 1 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
01-01 1 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
01-01 4 Keene bikepathbetweenWater& Main St.B. Griffith
01-04 1 Belmont south of Winnisquam M. Suomala
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Hoary Redpoll—continued
01-06 1 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
01-09 1 Strafford residence P. Redmond
01-11 2 Keene WaterSt.RR crossing P. Hunt
01-11 2 Franklin Ledgeview Overlook by

Franklin FallsDam J. Will iams
01-31 1 Newbury residence P. Newbern
02-03 1 Errol LastChanceHidewayMotel,Rt.27 M.& J.Halloran
02-06 1 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
02-06 1 Hanover Birchview Terraceresidence K. Kluge,T. Rosenmeier
02-15 1 Hanover Birchview Terraceresidence K. Kluge
02-23 3 Ossipee Beech RiverCircle M.& G. McElroy
02-25 1 Newbury residence P. Newbern
02-29 1 Chester Hil lsideHaven A. Delorey

Pine Siskin
12-19 3 Gilsum HammondHollow Rd. M. Wright
12-31 11 Strafford Lakeview Dr. S. Young
12-31 8 Nottingham Flutter St. S. Mooney
01-01 40 Derry LedgewoodDr. M. Mensinger
01-01 3 Hill sborough Windsor Rd. I. MacLeod
01-01 5 Plymouth CummingsSt. J. Will iams
01-24 2 Newmarket MoodyPoint S. Mirick, J.Lawrence,

P. Lacourse,D. Abbott
01-30 15 Hanover Balch St. S. Sturup
02-02 2 Windham residence J. Romano
02-04 6 Newmarket Bay Rd. H. Chary
02-07 60 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis Jr.
02-22 2 Northfield CrossMill Rd. P. Hunt
02-28 2 Chichester Smith Sanborn Rd. R.& M. Suomala
02-28 2 Laconia WildwoodRd. H. Anderson
02-28 4 Gilmanton Whispering PinesRd. K. Palfy

Evening Grosbeak
12-03 30 Lyman Hurd Hill Rd. S.& M. Turner
12-04 2 E. Kingston South Rd. D. Finch
12-20 27 SaxtonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
12-20 7 Grafton residence J. Will iams, B. Taffe
01-05 10 Hill sborough Windsor Rd. I. MacLeod
01-13 31 Gilsum HammondHollow Rd. M. Wright
02-01 7 Newbury residence P. Newbern
02-22 11 Walpole MerriamRd. R. Ritz

date # town location observer(s)
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Reporters for Winter 2003-04

Herring Gull
GreatBlack-backedGull
RockPigeon
MourningDove
BarredOwl
BeltedKingfisher
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Black-backedWoodpecker

Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
BlueJay
AmericanCrow
CommonRaven
Black-capped Chickadee
TuftedTitmouse
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch

BrownCreeper
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Northern Mockingbird
European Starling
Northern Cardinal
HouseFinch
AmericanGoldfinch
HouseSparrow

Reports for the following species were received in
Winter 2003-04 but not listed.

KarenAcerno
JayneAllard
RalphAndrews
MarieAnne
WidgeArms
Bill Ayer
JeannineAyer
BertramBecker
HelenBlanchard
ChrisCarr
JulieChapin
HankChary
TomChase
DonaldClark
H. CookAnderson
Alan Delorey
JaneDoherty
BrendaEllis
DavisFinch
KennethFolsom
Rich Frechette
SusanGalt
GeorgeGavutis Jr.
DavidGovatski
BenGriffith
Mark Halloran

Bill Harris
Michael Harvey
Phil Hendrickx
LindsayHerlihy
BarbaraHorton
Pam Hunt
Margot Johnson
TedKeene
David Ki llam
KarenKluge
Iain MacLeod
Eric Masterson
Nancy May
Megan McElroy
PaulaMcFarland
MichelleMensinger
StephenMirick
CharlieMoreno
PeterNewbern
KathiePalfy
Greg Prazar
J.R. Stockwell
Pat Redmond
TudorRichards
Lib Ring
Robert Ritz

JudyRomano
BrendaSens
Bill Shepard
ChristinaSherwood
Dot Soule
Dawn Stavros
StefanSturup
BarbaraSullivan
Larry Sunderland
Mark Suomala
RebeccaSuomala
Bill Taffe
Matt Tarr
JeanTewksbury
SandraTurner
TonyVazzano
BobVernon
JohnWill iams
Mary Wright
Scott Young
Lynn Zeltman

Some sightings were
taken directly from the
NH.Birdslist serve.

Sightingsof thespecieslistedaboveoccurredin averagenumbersat expectedlocations,weredis-
cussed in thesummaries,or areescapedexotics.
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Christmas Bird Count Summary 2003–2004

byDavidDeifik

Statewide Highlights
This year’s ChristmasBird Counts(CBCs) wereheld between December14, 2003,
and January 5, 2004. The count period is now fixed betweenthose dates.Twenty
counts weretaken within the state, though two of thesewere principally centeredin
Vermont.Sightingsfrom theNewHampshireportionof theSaxton’s River Countare
foundin seasonal summaries.DatafromtheBarnet,Vermont,countwereunavailable
for theNew Hampshiresection.Theweather duringthecountperiodwasmuchmore
cooperativethan last season.Almost all of the countswereheld under precipitation
freeconditions.

In termsof overall resultstheaggregate number of speciescountedwas133.This
wasa definite improvementover last year’s 122.There were10 species seen in their
highest numbersevercomparedto only two last year. Numbersof individual count
highswerevirtually doubledfrom last yearaswell.

Theaward for theoutstandingbird foundon a Christmas Countwould haveto go
to theSlaty-Backed Gull recordedon theLee-Durhamcount.Thegull madeits first
confirmedNewHampshireappearance only a few daysbefore thecountand madeits
third andlastappearanceon countday. This wasthefirst recordedoccurrenceof this
gull in all of New England.This record is presentlyunderreviewby theNew Hamp-
shire RareBirds Committee.TheGrafton-Bristol andConcord countsshare thehon-
ors for another new speciesfor any count,each recording a Spotted Towhee. These
birdswerethefirstandsecondNewHampshirestaterecordsfor thiswesterncounter-
partof theEasternTowhee.

Inlandwaterfowl numberswere just
average after a few seasons of some
outstanding counts. In otherhighlights
the Peterborough-Hancock count
recorded the first Long-eared Owl in
six years. Only one Peregrine Falcon
was seen in the state, the first for the
Nashuacount. ThefirstAtlantic Puffin
on a count for 21 years was recorded
on the Isles of Shoals count. Notable
was the virtual absence of Winter
Wren this year. Theonly record was a
single bird seen on the Lake Sunapee

count. Comparethis to thesevenindividualsseenlastyearandninetheyearbefore.A
Varied Thrush, an outstandingwestern vagrant,was recorded on theLake Sunapee
count for thefirst time.This is thefirst Christmas countrecordin thestate in the last
23 years. Nashua, Lee-Durham,andHanoverrecorded singleBohemian Waxwings.
This would hardly predicttheoutstanding seasonfor this speciesto come,startingin
lateJanuary. A Lincoln’s Sparrowon theSeacoast countwas thefirst for anycountin

Spotted Towhee by Stephen R. Mirick, 12-17-04,
Concord, NH.
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six seasons.Finally, thefour Hoary Redpollsseenon theKeeneandSandwichcounts
were the first of this speciesto be recorded on thesecountsin 26 years and a high
number for the season—indeed,a tantalizing hint of the Hoary Redpoll invasion to
come.

Individual Count Highlights

Nashua-Hollis
• Newstatecounthigh:CarolinaWren
• First count record:GreatCormorant, PeregrineFalcon
• Counthigh: Ring-neckedDuck, Wild Turkey, Bald Eagle, Cooper’sHawk,Red-

tailedHawk,GreatBlack-backedGull
Besidesbeing first for this count, the PeregrineFalcon was the sole individual

reportedin the state. Sharp-shinned Hawk tied the previous counthigh. Red-bellied
Woodpecker tied thepreviousstatehighset in Nashuain 2000.Ring-neckedDuckand
Northern Saw-whetOwl were reported for only the second time on this count.
Nashua’scountwas oneof only three to recordBohemianWaxwingthisyear.

Peterborough-Hancock
• First count record:Long-earedOwl
• Counthigh: Bald Eagle, CommonRaven,Tufted Titmouse
TheLong-eared Owl wastheonly individual reported onanycountthisyear. It has

notbeenreported onanycountin six years.Red-bellied Woodpecker tiedtheprevious
count high.A singleCarolinaWrenprovidedonly thethird countrecord.

Keene
• First count record:Hoary Redpoll
• Counthigh:Wild Turkey,AmericanKestrel(secondrecord),Hairy Woodpecker,

TuftedTitmouse, AmericanTreeSparrow, CommonRedpoll
HoaryRedpolltiedthestaterecord of two for an individual count.

Hoary Redpoll by James Smith, 12-28-03, Keene, NH.
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Seacoast
• New state counthigh: Cooper’sHawk, Red-tailedHawk, Rock Pigeon, Eastern

Screech-Owl,HornedLark, Northern Cardinal
• Counthigh: Mallard, BarredOwl, Northern Saw-whetOwl, AmericanGoldfinch
• Secondcountrecord:Lincoln’s Sparrow
TheSeacoastcounthadan outstandingsix newstatehighs.TheLincoln’s Sparrow

wasthefirst on anycountin six years. Otherhighlightsamongthe14 speciesexclu-
sive to the Seacoast Count this year were Northern Pintail, a Double-crested Cor-
morant, SavannahSparrow,SwampSparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, Eastern
Meadowlark,andCommonGrackle.

Isles-of-Shoals
• Newstatecounthigh:Razorbill
• First count record:Fox Sparrow
• Secondcountrecord:HarlequinDuck(andcounthigh),Black-cappedChickadee,

Dark-eyed Junco
An Atlantic Puffin provided the first Christmascount record in 21 years.Black-

leggedKit tiwakewasonly seenon thiscount.

Lee-Durham
• Newstatecountrecord: Slaty-backedGull
• Secondcountrecord:SnowGoose
• Count high: Wild Turkey, Cooper’s Hawk, PileatedWoodpecker,American

Robin,European Starling, Yellow-rumpedWarbler,CommonRedpoll
Lee-Durham’s countwas oneof only threeto recorda singleBohemian Waxwing

andtheonly countto haveLesserBlack-backedGull.

Concord
• Newstatecountrecord: Spotted Towhee(honorssharedwith Grafton-Bristol)
• Counthigh:Wild Turkey,Rock Pigeon,White-breasted Nuthatch, Ruby-crowned

Kinglet, European Starling
Two Great Horned Owls tied the previous count high. Downy andHairy Wood-

pecker, aswell asNorthernCardinal, wereonly a few shyof counthighs.

Laconia-New Hampton
• Secondcountrecord:Hoary Redpoll
• Counthigh: CommonRaven
GreatCormorant wasrecorded for only the third time. PileatedWoodpecker and

Cedar Waxwing were very closeto previouscounthighs.Theonly Barrow’s Golden-
eye for anycountthis yearwasalso found.
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Hanover-Norwich
• Newstatecounthigh:Black-capped Chickadee, CedarWaxwing
• Counthigh: CommonMerganser,Bald Eagle
FourNorthernShrikestied thepreviouscounthigh.HoodedMerganserandTufted

Titmousewerealmostequalto previouscounthighs.CommonRedpoll hadits second
best countaswell . Hanover’scount wasoneof only threeto record asingleBohemian
Waxwing this year.

Baker Valley
• Count high: GreatBlack-backed Gull, Black-cappedChickadee,Tufted Tit-

mouse, Red-breastedNuthatch, White-breasted Nuthatch, Golden-crowned
Kinglet, American TreeSparrow, CommonRedpoll

HoaryRedpollwasrecordedfor thethird time.

Littleton
Though Lit tleton didn’t set any new count highs, CommonRavenand Red-

breastedNuthatch wereseenin theirsecondbestnumbers.A Cooper’sHawkwasseen
for only thefourth timeon thecount.

Grafton-Bristol
• Newstatecountrecord: Spotted Towhee(honorssharedwith Concord)
• First countrecord:Wild Turkey, Sharp-shinned Hawk,Cooper’s Hawk, Red-bel-

lied Woodpecker, CarolinaWren,SongSparrow
• Count high: Mallard, Ruffed Grouse, Common Loon, Horned Grebe,Rock

Pigeon,MourningDove

Errol-Umbagog
Althoughno counthighswereset,Errol tallied its secondhighest count of Mourn-

ing Dove.Theonly GrayJayin thestatethis yearwasalso foundon thiscount.

Pittsburg
• Counthigh: CommonRaven
BaldEaglewasrecordedfor only thethird time for thecount.

North Conway
• First count record:TurkeyVulture, Bald Eagle
• Counthigh:CanadaGoose,RuffedGrouse,Wild Turkey,Red-tailedHawk,Hairy

Woodpecker, CommonRaven,CommonRedpoll
Besidesbeinga first countrecord, theTurkeyVulture wastheonly onefoundon

any countthis year.
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Lake Sunapee
• First count record:Northern Goshawk, Varied Thru sh
• Secondcountrecord:NorthernFlicker, WoodDuck
• Counthigh: Wild Turkey, Downy Woodpecker, Black-cappedChickadee, Tufted

Titmouse,Red-breastedNuthatch,White-breasted Nuthatch.
Sunapee’s Varied Thrush was the first recorded on any countin 23 years!Winter

Wrenwasrecorded for thethird time. Theonly WinterWrenin thestatethis yearwas
foundon theLakeSunapeecount.

Manchester
• First count record:Wild Turkey
• Secondcountrecord:Ring-necked Pheasant, Merlin, Barred Owl
• Counthigh:Cooper’s Hawk, MourningDove,DownyWoodpecker,Hairy Wood-

pecker,Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, Blue Jay,Black-capped Chick-
adee, Tufted Titmouse,White-breasted Nuthatch, Golden-crowned Kinglet,
AmericanRobin, NorthernMockingbird,CedarWaxwing, AmericanTreeSpar-
row, Snow Bunting, NorthernCardinal, HouseFinch, CommonRedpoll,Pine
Siskin,AmericanGoldfinch,HouseSparrow

Sandwich
• Secondcountrecord:Hooded Merganser, Great Horned Owl
• Counthigh:CommonRaven, Tufted Titmouse,White-breastedNuthatch,Ameri-

canTreeSparrow, CommonRedpoll, HoaryRedpoll(secondcountrecord)
RedCrossbill was recorded for thethird time.

Vermont Counts: We were unable to obtainresultsfrom theBarnetCBC, which
extends into New Hampshire.Reports for the New Hampshiresection of Saxton’s
River CBC are in theregularseasonlistings.
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Christmas Bird Count Compilers
1 Pittsburg David Govatski
2 Errol-Umbagog Chris Martin
3 Littleton David Govatski
4 North Conway Tin Mtn. Conservation Ctr.
5 Baker Valley Northam Parr
6 Hanover-Norwich Walter Ellison & Nancy Martin
7 Laconia-New HamptonPam Hunt
8 Concord Robert Quinn
9 Lee-Durham Stephen Mirick

10 Coastal David Donsker
11 Keene Robert Ritz
12 Peterborough-Hancock Dave Rowell
13 Nashua-Hollis Ralph Andrews
14 Lake Sunapee Gary Stansfield
15 Saxton s River, VT Donald Clark
16 Manchester John Munier &

Dorothy Fitch
17 Isles of Shoals Garth & Megan

McElroy
18 Sandwich Tony Vazzano

& Susan Wiley
19 Barnet, VT Charlie Browne
20 Grafton-Bristol Phred Benham
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104th Christmas Bird Count: Dec. 14, 2003 - Jan. 5, 2004

species Nshua Petrb Keene Coast Isles LeeDu Cncrd
Snow Goose - - - 2 - 1 -
Canada Goose 706 8 71 3454 1 697 110
Mute Swan - - - 50 - - -
Wood Duck - - - - - - -
American Wigeon - - - 14 - - -
American Black Duck 47 1 16 916 20 397 3
Mallard 617 3 46 1439 - 556 63
Northern Pintail - - - 4 - CW -
Ring-necked Duck 2 - - - - - 1
Greater Scaup - - - 232 - - -
Common Eider - - - 52 500 - -
Harlequin Duck - - - 1 12 - -
Surf Scoter - - - 196 15 - -
White-winged Scoter - - - 248 9 - -
Black Scoter - - - 84 - - -
Long-tailed Duck - - - 141 10 - -
Bufflehead - - - 71 - 260 -
Common Goldeneye 4 - - 540 25 40 21
Barrow’s Goldeneye - - - CW - - -
Hooded Merganser 1 - 8 2 - 1 1
Common Merganser 50 - 47 32 - 11 41
Red-br. Merganser - - - 164 21 13 -
Ring-necked Pheasant 1 1 2 - - - -
Ruffed Grouse 3 10 7 1 - 9 2
Wild Turkey 71 109 115 35 - 56 64
Red-throated Loon - - - 14 1 - -
Common Loon - - 1 128 20 7 -
Horned Grebe - - - 47 - - -
Red-necked Grebe - - - 32 - - -
Northern Gannet - - - 6 5 - -
Double-cr. Cormorant - - - 1 - - -
Great Cormorant *1 - - 15 20 - -
Great Blue Heron 5 - - 12 - - 2
Turkey Vulture - - - - - - -
Bald Eagle 4 2 - 1 - 2 -
Northern Harrier - - - 2 - CW -
Sharp-shinned Hawk 6 1 CW 9 - 4 2
Cooper’s Hawk 8 1 - **13 - 6 1
Northern Goshawk - - 1 - - - -
Accipiter sp. 2 - - - - - -
Red-shouldered Hawk CW - - - - - -
Red-tailed Hawk 46 - 5 **67 - 32 12
Rough-legged Hawk - - - 3 - - -
American Kestrel 2 - 2 2 - 1 -
Merlin - - - 1 - - -
Peregrine Falcon *1 - - - - - -
Killdeer - - - 1 - - -
Sanderling - - - 5 - - -
Purple Sandpiper - - - 90 368 - -
Dunlin - - - 80 - - -
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LcniaHnovrBkrVl Ltltn Grftn Errol Pttsb NCnw LSunp Manch Sandw Total
- - - - - - - - - - - 3
- - - - - - - 11 - 301 - 5359
- - - - - - - - - - - 50
- - - - - - - - 1 - - 1
- - - - - - - - - - - 14
36 19 - 2 - - 2 - 17 19 11 1506
702 174 29 3 5 - - 19 61 411 20 4148
- - - - - - - - - - - 4
- - - - - - - - - - - 3
- - - - - - - - - - - 232
- - - - - - - - - - - 552
- - - - - - - - - - - 13
- - - - - - - - - - - 211
- - - - - - - - - - - 257
- - - - - - - - - - - 84
- - - - - - - - - - - 151
- - - - - - - - - - - 331
475 7 - - 4 - - - - 25 - 1141
1 - - - - - - - - - - 1
76 19 - 1 - - - - 7 - 1 117
154 95 - 1 6 4 2 - - 16 - 459
1 - - - - - - - - - - 199
- - - - - - - - - 1 - 5
3 4 3 16 2 3 2 13 1 1 15 95
25 71 67 110 *5 - - 185 105 *9 92 1119
- - - - - - - - - - - 15
6 - - - 3 - - - - - - 165
- - - - 4 - - - - - - 51
- - - - - - - - - - - 32
- - - - - - - - - - - 11
- - - - - - - - - - - 1
1 - - - - - - - - - - 37
- - - - - - - - - - - 19
- - - - - - - *1 - - - 1
CW 3 - - - 1 1 *2 - 5 - 21
- - - - - - - 1 - - - 3
4 - 1 - *1 - - - 1 1 - 30
1 2 - 1 *1 - - - - 3 - 37
2 2 - - - - - - *1 - - 6
- - - - - - - - - - CW 2
- - - - - - - - - - - 0
- 2 1 2 1 - - 3 - 11 - 182
- - - - - - - - - - - 3
- - - - - - - - - - - 7
- - - - - - - - - 1 - 2
- - - - - - - - - CW - 1
- - - - - - - - - - - 1
- - - - - - - - - - - 5
- - - - - - - - - - - 458
- - - - - - - - - - - 80
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species Nshua Petrb Keene Coast Isles LeeDu Cncrd
Slaty-backed Gull - - - - - **1 -
Bonaparte’s Gull - - - 23 25 - -
Ring-billed Gull 332 - - 479 1 367 21
Herring Gull 3033 - 1 3430 621 10000 33
Iceland Gull 2 - - 3 3 8 -
Lesser Bla.-bac. Gul - - - - - 2 -
Glaucous Gull 1 - - 1 1 3 -
Great Bla.-bac. Gull 1092 - - 297 149 904 1
Gull sp. - 23 - - - - -
Bla.-leg. Kittiwake - - - - 25 - -
Common Murre - - - - 1 - -
Razorbill - - - 6 **53 - -
Black Guillemot - - - 2 23 - -
Atlantic Puffin - - - - 1 - -
Alcid sp. - - - - 22 - -
Rock Pigeon 848 197 121 **1961 - 549 888
Mourning Dove 575 303 185 996 - 403 310
Eastern Screech-owl - - - **4 - - -
Great Horned Owl CW - - 7 - 3 2
Barred Owl 1 2 - 8 - 3 1
Long-eared Owl - *1 - - - - -
N. Saw-whet Owl 1 - - 2 - - -
Belted Kingfisher 3 - 1 6 - 1 3
Red-bel. Woodpecker 11 2 - 4 - 2 -
Downy Woodpecker 120 81 47 120 - 77 71
Hairy Woodpecker 52 65 35 30 - 25 45
Northern Flicker 6 - - 22 1 5 -
Pileated Woodpecker 4 10 4 8 - 9 1
Northern Shrike 3 3 - 4 - - 1
Gray Jay - - - - - - -
Blue Jay 514 508 387 748 - 511 408
American Crow 837 156 148 836 - 516 344
Common Raven CW 17 5 1 - 3 2
Horned Lark - - 25 **567 - 12 4
Black-cap. Chickadee 758 974 568 831 1 853 570
Boreal Chickadee - - - - - - -
Tufted Titmouse 231 145 86 186 - 170 114
Red-br. Nuthatch 53 34 22 7 - 38 66
White-br. Nuthatch 190 176 78 169 - 155 97
Brown Creeper 15 8 4 8 - 11 11
Carolina Wren **8 1 2 5 - 3 -
Winter Wren - - - - - - -
Marsh Wren - - - 1 - - -
Golden-cr. Kinglet 15 17 2 33 - 36 8
Ruby-cr. Kinglet - - - - - - 3
Eastern Bluebird 35 - - 22 - 27 5
Hermit Thrush - - - 3 - - -
American Robin 386 3 7 495 - 191 17
Varied Thrush - - - - - - -
N. Mockingbird 61 - - 113 - 43 16

104th Christmas Bird Count (continued)
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LcniaHnovrBkrVl Ltltn Grftn Errol Pttsb NCnw LSunp Manch Sandw Total
- - - - - - - - - - - 1
- - - - - - - - - - - 48
210 - - - - - - - - 36 1 1447
78 3 - 7 - - - 2 - 407 - 17615
- - - - - - - - - - - 16
- - - - - - - - - - - 2
- - - - - - - - - - - 6
50 44 13 7 - - - 1 - 159 - 2717
- - - - - - - - - - - 23
- - - - - - - - - - - 25
- - - - - - - - - - - 1
- - - - - - - - - - - 59
- - - - - - - - - - - 25
- - - - - - - - - - - 1
- - - - - - - - - - - 22
164 697 120 215 76 - 1 140 147 718 3 6845
258 195 104 85 55 25 30 131 111 371 114 4251
- - - - - - - - - - - 4
- - - - - - - - - - 2 14
3 3 - 1 - - - - CW 1 5 28
- - - - - - - - - - - 1
- - - CW - - - - - - - 3
1 1 - - - - - - - 1 - 17
- - - - *1 - - - - - 1 21
90 91 21 27 25 3 2 44 45 74 62 1000
29 40 26 48 15 7 1 47 26 42 54 587
- - - - - - - - 1 2 - 37
13 6 - 2 5 1 1 5 CW 3 4 76
- 4 - - - - 1 - - - 2 18
- - - - - 1 - - - - - 1
323 228 98 125 113 34 8 112 242 491 126 4976
2541509 39 89 19 16 12 90 61 416 22 5364
17 24 10 78 12 6 97 81 7 4 21 385
- - - - - - - - - 5 - 613
1395**27881147 541 717 251 287 692 1191 659 1020 15243
- - - 2 - - 3 - - - 16 21
139 122 47 - 18 - - 11 41 186 75 1571
25 127 59 68 16 43 14 39 78 8 73 770
145 162 74 25 56 5 1 65 65 110 178 1751
9 16 1 5 3 4 2 2 3 4 10 116
1 - - - *1 - - - - - - 21
- - - - - - - - 1 - - 1
- - - - - - - - - - - 1
29 22 24 61 19 5 2 17 35 24 37 386
- - - - - - - - - - - 3
- - - - - - - - - CW - 89
- - - - - - - - - - - 3
20 21 - 1 - - - - - 80 1 1222
- - - - - - - - *1 - - 1
7 2 - - - - - 1 1 37 - 281
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species Nshua Petrb Keene Coast Isles LeeDu Cncrd
European Starling 1295 370 136 2657 31 7351 3156
Bohemian Waxwing 1 - - - - 1 -
Cedar Waxwing 359 29 454 39 - 171 57
Ylw.-rumped Warbler - - - 5 - 2 -
Spotted Towhee - - - - - - **1
Eastern Towhee - - - CW - - -
Am. Tree Sparrow 290 68 271 774 - 213 163
Chipping Sparrow - - - - - - -
Field Sparrow 2 - - 1 - - -
Savannah Sparrow - - - 1 - - -
Fox Sparrow - 1 - - *1 - -
Song Sparrow 39 4 5 171 4 27 6
Lincoln’s Sparrow - - - 1 - - -
Swamp Sparrow - - - 2 - - -
White-thr. Sparrow 23 1 4 61 - 14 2
White-cr. Sparrow - - - 1 - - -
Dark-eyed Junco 511 71 155 498 1 107 113
Lapland Longspur - - - 1 - - -
Snow Bunting 20 - 6 75 7 7 1
Northern Cardinal 131 34 51 **224 2 104 59
Red-winged Blackbird 1 - 1 2 - - -
Eastern Meadowlark - - - 2 - - -
Rusty Blackbird - - - 5 - 1 2
Common Grackle - - - 10 - - -
Br.-headed Cowbird - - CW 3 - - -
Pine Grosbeak 5 - - - - - -
Purple Finch 5 2 27 6 - 1 -
House Finch 168 1 109 619 - 153 179
Red Crossbill - - - - - - -
Whi.-wing. Crossbill - - - - - - -
Common Redpoll 344 99 183 180 1 309 159
Hoary Redpoll - - *2 - - - -
Pine Siskin 10 8 3 9 - 5 3
American Goldfinch 495 243 209 900 - 452 362
Evening Grosbeak - 6 4 - - CW -
House Sparrow 791 112 58 2034 - 647 345

Number of Species 64 44 48 104 34 65 54
Number of Participants 42 35 19 36 25 27 13

Total Number of Species Across all CBCs: 133

CW = Count Week *=New species to count
Nshua = Nashua-Hollis (12/27/2003) **=New count high for the state
Petrb = Peterborough-Hancock (12/20/2003) New individual count high
Keene = Keene (12/14/2003)
Coast = Seacoast (12/20/2003)
Isles = Isles-of-Shoals (12/21/2003)
LeeDu = Lee-Durham (12/27/2003)
Cncrd = Concord (12/14/2003)

104th Christmas Bird Count (continued)
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LcniaHnovrBkrVl Ltltn Grftn Errol Pttsb NCnw LSunp Manch Sandw Total
560 877 29 78 71 - 9 196 182 1525 81 18604
- 1 - - - - - - - - - 3
582**959 21 - - - - 20 76 216 26 3009
- - - - - - - - - - - 7
- - - - **1 - - - - - - 2
- - - - - - - - - - - 0
109 207 59 21 18 5 13 44 67 170 51 2543
- CW - - - - - - - - - 0
- - - - - - - - - - - 3
- - - - - - - - - - - 1
- - - - - - - - - - - 2
1 5 - - *1 - - - - 8 1 272
- - - - - - - - - - - 1
- - - - - - - - - - - 2
9 5 1 - - 1 - - 2 2 - 125
- - - - - - - - - - - 1
44 132 9 12 6 1 4 12 27 235 8 1946
- - - - - - - - - - - 1
- 275 - CW - 1 - - 5 180 - 577
50 65 10 4 - - - 5 18 110 5 872
- - - - - - - - - - 1 5
- - - - - - - - - - - 2
- - - - - - - - - - - 8
- - - - CW - - - - - - 10
- 30 - - - - - - - - - 33
- - - CW - - 13 - - - - 18
- - - 3 - - 3 - - - 2 49
113 130 2 4 1 - - - 99 70 6 1654
- - - 35 - - - - - - 4 39
- 1 - - CW - 12 4 - - - 17
706 603 370 191 - 34 55 332 171 105 552 4394
1 - 1 - - - - - - - 2 6
13 46 4 4 - - - 6 - 8 11 130
238 319 31 30 49 - - 10 81 407 93 3919
- 154 24 48 21 6 - 11 4 - - 278
446 385 29 3 110 - - 51 86 849 - 5946

49 49 32 38 35 22 26 36 37 49 40
27 28 10 13 8 4 5 39 10 20 22

Lcnia = Laconia-New-Hampton (1/4/2004)
Hnovr = Hanover-Norwich (1/1/2004)
BkrVl = Baker-Valley (1/3/2004)
Ltltn = Littleton (12/14/2003)
Grftn = Grafton-Bristol (12/21/2003)
Errol = Errol-Umbagog (12/17/2003)
Pttsb = Pittsburg (12/18/2003)
NCnw = North-Conway (12/30/2003)
LSunp = Lake-Sunapee (12/20/2003)
Manch = Manchester (12/20/2003)
Sandw = Sandwich (12/28/2003)
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Spotlight on Dickcissel (Spiza americana)

byEric Masterson

Background

Dickcissel, formerly knownasBlack-throatedBunting,
isamemberof thefamily Emberizidaeandis mostclosely
related to buntings, grosbeaks,cardinals, and tanagers.
Dickcisselbreedsonly in theUnited States andwintersin
Central and SouthAmerica, primarily in Venezuela. Its
population decreasedsignificantly from 1966–1978to an
estimated6 million individuals,asmeasured at Venezue-
lanroostsites in 1993.

BreedingStatus

Breeding is primarily centered on the prairie grasslands of North America.The
corebreeding rangeextendsfrom North DakotaandMinnesota south to Texasand
from Colorado in thewestto Ohio, Kentucky,andTennessee in theeast. Thereareno
documentedrecordsof breedingin New Hampshire,althoughthespeciesoccursspo-
radically duringthebreedingseasonas closeaswesternNew York andwesternNew
Jersey.

Occurrence in New Hampshire

A comprehensivesearchof therecordsdatingback to 1963uncovered217reports
of Dickcissel involving 265 individuals (Figure1). It hasoccurred almost annually
(averagingfour outof five yearsduring thelast40years),with most recordsinvolving
singlebirds.

Figure1. DickcisselRecordsby Year in NewHampshire,1963–2002.
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Dickcissel by Stephen R. Mirick,
9-26-03, Pease Golf Course,
Portsmouth, NH.
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Dickcissel hasbeenrecordedprimarily asa fall migrantin New Hampshire,with a
strong peak occurrenceduring October(Figure 2), but with substantialnumbers
occurringfrom SeptemberthroughDecember,althoughmany recordsfrom December
throughApril may refer to lingering individuals.It is a very rarespring migrant with
fewer than10 recordssince1963.

Recordsarewell distributedacross thesouthernhalf of thestate,biased somewhat
towardstheseacoast (Figure3).

FindingDickcissel in New Hampshire is much moreof a rare eventthanit used to
be in the 1960sand early 1970s.It hasdramatically declined since 1960 when the
number of recordswould indicatethe status of scarcefall migrant. It mustnow be
considereda rareoccurrenceto seethisbird in thestate.

Comments

Thepost-breedingnomadic tendenciesof thespecies(Temple,1995)mayaccountin part
for its regular occurrencein thestate. Dickcissel mayhavebredin New Hampshire in the
19th and early20th centurywhen thepercentageof grasslandin theregionwasfar higher
than it is today,although there are no reports to substantiatethis speculation. Breeding
recordsfromMassachusettsfrom1835to1877(BirdsofMassachusetts) support thisview.

Thedramatic declinein occurrenceof Dickcisselin NewHampshiresince1960ismir-
roredby a30%declineof theworldpopulationsince1966,with thepopulationstabilizing
since1979 atabout two-thirdsof the1966 level.

While NewHampshiremayneveragainbeclearedto openpasturereminiscentof the
early1900s, onecanstill hope to hearthe songof theDickcissel,asVeraHebert did in
NewHamptononOctober8, 1960. Indeed, thiswasoneof 22reportsof Dickcissel in New
Hamptonbetween1963and1986,nosmall coincidencegiventhatVera,wholived inNew
Hampton,wasoneof themostactivecontemporarybirders.Suchreportsprovide further
proof, if it werenecessary,thatoneneededonly tostepoutsidethefront door toexperience
goodbirding atthattime.

Figure2. Dickcissel Recordsby Month in New Hampshire,1963–2002.
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Figure3. Distributionof Recordsof Dickcisselin NewHampshire,1963–2002.
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The data for all figures represent the number of individuals seen (duplicate records of a sighting
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Winter Birding in the Lakes Region

byJohnWill iams

TheLakes Region of central New Hampshirehas manyexcellent birding opportuni-
tiesduring the winter. For those hardy soulswilli ng to ventureout in any weather,
thereareareasof openwaterthattend to concentrateanicerangeof waterfowl. Many
of thesesites are very closeto the Route 3 corridor from Laconiato Franklin. I’ll
describea half-day (or longer) trip alongthis routethatoften providesexcellentwin-
terbirding in central NewHampshire.

Franklin and West Franklin haveopenwater. The PemigewassetRiver and the
Winnipesaukee River mergehereto form the Merrimack. From Central Streetin
Franklin (alsocalledRoutes3 and11), take River Street southaboutone-half mile to
abrick building (thesewagepumpingstation)onashortdead-endroad whereparking
is available (see #1 on map).Peoplewalk with their dogshereall winter becausethe
volumeof traffic is low; birdersare welcome. Likely birds at this site are wintering
Bald Eagles, Common Goldeneyes, occasional Barrow’s Goldeneyes, Hooded and
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CommonMergansers,LesserScaup,American Black Ducks, Mallards, and Buffle-
heads. The area along the shoreline has a variety of fruiting shrubs,which provide
winter food to Mockingbirds,Northern Cardinals,Cedar Waxwings, andoften linger-
ing sparrowsof variousspecies.Thedam in WestFranklin alsousually hasa rangeof
ducks, includingall of theabove(see#2).

Tilton Proceed east along Route3 and just east of I-93 take the first right onto
Route140,which will leadto theWinnipesaukee River Bridge (#3). This areaoften
hasroostinggulls andthe likelihood of finding theoccasional IcelandGull mixed in
with the more common GreatBlack-backed Gulls, Ring-billed Gulls, and Herring
Gulls. It is anothergoodareato find some of therarerduckspecies. In winter 2004a
femaleBarrow’s Goldeneyefed in the river for severalweeksalong with Common
Goldeneyes.The roadhasmoderately wide shoulders on each sidefor parking,and
dependingon thesnowdepth,therearesometurnouts.

Returnback to Route3 andcontinueeast.SilverLake, reachedby aright handturn
about two mileseastof I-93, is keptopen by apowergeneration dam(#4),wherethere
isparking.Thenorthernendof thelakehasasmallislandonwhichBald Eaglesroost.
Normally, fish-eating ducks(ratherthan dabblers)populate the area, but sometimes
both arehere, andoncein a while there areHornedand Red-necked Grebes.Belted
Kingfishersaresometimesableto winter over.River Streetfollows theriver abovethe
damfor aboutonehalf mile. This stretch seldom freezesand oftenaccumulates large
numbersof goldeneyes(bothtypes) andmergansers(bothtypes). In thelast five years,
I’ve seenmoreBarrow’s Goldeneyes in this stretchthan anywhere elsein theLakes
Region.River Road returnsyou to Route3.

Sanbornton Continueto headnortheast alongRoute3 andmake a left hand turn
ontoBay Street, immediatelybefore theLakeWinnisquambridge. Thefirst right turn
off Bay Street is Lower Bay Road, which skirts some of the shore of Lake Win-
nisquam. This shallow sectionof the lake (#5) oftenattracts largeraftsof diving and
dabbling ducks in Decemberandinto early January. It is quitecommonto seeseveral
hundred feeding at one time. Both scaup, both goldeneyes, both mergansers,occa-
sional Ring-necked Ducks,and(rarely) Canvasback areseen here.CommonLoons
are usuallyfoundand HornedGrebes makean occasional appearance.Unfortunately,
parking opportunitiesarelimited,especially when therearesnowbanks.Anotherwest
sideview point onto LakeWinnisquam canbe foundat theSanborntontown beach,
locatedonDoctor TrueRoad,another mile andahalf outLower BayRoad.

LaconiaReturn to Route3 andcrossovertheLakeWinnisquamBridge,continue
roughly 2 miles towardLaconia.Passby LakeWinnisquam, thenturn left on either
Bay Street or Fair Street. On the left is Dixon Point (#6), which hasa well-known
BaldEagleperch treeatthelocationwheretheWinnipesaukeeRiverentersLakeWin-
nisquam. It is alsoaspotof openwater thatoftenhas thefull rangeof aforementioned
waterfowl. This is oneof thesiteswhere Great Cormoranthas beenseenin threeof
the last four years.

Continuing along Route 3 brings you to OpecheeBay, which usually has open
water at its outlet andalsoat its inlet by theLakeportdam (#7).TheLakeport damsite
frequentlyis a gull roostwheretheoccasional GlaucousGull will visit. In latewinter
2004,PamHunt found17speciesof waterfowl here, includingNorthernShovelerand
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The Backyard Birder

We were intrigued by the following piece we receivedfrom Tom Chase and it
prompted us to look into the behavior he described.LindsayHerlihy, one of New
Hampshire Audubon’sVolunteer Naturalists, reports back on the results of her
research.—Ed.

Unusual Behavior from a Red-breasted Nuthatch
byTomChase

The Red-breasted Nuthatch is one of my favorite birds, so when both a male and
female“Lit tle Red,” asI like to call them, reappearedat my feederson October23,
2003,after a long summerabsence, I was most pleased.Like many birders,I take
great delight in watchingtheir antics—they seemperfectly comfortable hanging
upside down, sometimescircling completely over and under a branch—and their
squeaky “ti n horn” callsarealwaysawelcomesound.

Red-breasted Nuthatchesare not shy of humans,and havealighted on the feeder
while I wasin theprocessof filling it. Onceonelandedonmy hat,impatientfor meto
get onwith it.

I happenedto notice the following day that the male was making repeatedswift
tripsto thefeeder outsideourdiningroomwindow.He’d grab asunflowerseedandfly
off, alwaysin the samedirection, almostasif he were bringing food to young—but
surely not in October.A minutelater,he’d beback at thefeeder.I wentto anotherwin-
dow to see if I could figureoutwhatLitt le Red wasup to.

Our housesits on theshoreof Mendum’sPondin a hemlock and mixeddeciduous
forest. Becausethereis little topsoil, I hadspread wood chipsunderthe clothesline
andotherareasto providebetterfootingandprevent erosion.To my surprise,thelittle

Long-tailed Ducks.In theeveningandonweekendsit iseasyto parkin theareabelow
thedam in Lakeportin thevariousbusinessparking lotsthat areunusedatthosetimes.

PaugusBay is reachedby continuingalong Route 3. The docksat Burger King
often have largenumbersof gulls roosting,includingrarergulls.At theinlet in Weirs
Beach,diving ducksandCommon Loons canbefound.

Gil ford Lily Pond (#8), near the Laconia Airport, usually freezesfairly early.
Whenice-free, however,it is a favored stopover for many dabblingand diving ducks
(including a pair of Redheadsin 2002)andoften Green-wingedTeal, Ring-necked
Ducks,andbothspeciesof scaup.

JohnWilliamsis a memberof theASNHPemigewassetChapter. Hehasworkedas
a forestrytechnicianontheWhiteMountainNationalForest for over 30years. Hehas
been an active birder for mostof that time, and enjoys watching waterfowl on the
lakes during thefall, winterandspring.
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Red-breasted wascachingthe seeds under the wood chips.He’d pushasidea chip
with his beak, set downtheseed,cover it with thechip, and dashback to the feeder.
Heengagedin thesameactivity thenext morning.

SincethenI havecheckedin anumberof bird books, buthavefoundnomentionof
Red-breastedNuthatchescachingfood,althoughjaysandother speciesdo it.

Tomis a retired airline pilot, aspiring writer, andamateurbirder. He haspartici-
pated in a number of ASNHactivities including Isles of Shoalstrips, ChristmasBird
Counts,andPeregrineWatch.He writesa bi-monthlycolumnin theRochesterTimes
called“Bird Notes.”

About Caching Behavior in Red-breasted Nuthatches
byLindsayHerl ihy

As a young birder, I immediately fell in love with
Red-breasted Nuthatcheswhentheybegan visiting our
backyard suet feeders about three years ago. Their
engaging behavior and high-pitched chatter simply
capturedmy heart. Sincethen,my knowledgeof birds
has grown exponentially (many thanks to the helpful
staff members at New Hampshire Audubon).While I
have never actually witnessed thecachingbehaviorof
theRed-breastedNuthatch,I wasable to find someref-
erences that discussed it.

According to The Sibley Guide to Bird Life and
Behavior, “I n fall andwinter, nuthatchesstorenutsand
invertebratesin cachesfor future consumption. These

storagesites,which aredispersedand oftenhold only oneseed percache,arelocated
in bark crevicesandunderbranches, andareoften covered with bark lichens, moss,
and snow.” Caches canalsobelocatedin thesmall holescreated by sapsuckers.Red-
breastedNuthatchesin YosemiteNationalPark havealso been seencaching seedsin
cracksin granitewallshundredsof feetabovetheground(Gaines1988).Also, in Life
Histories of NorthAmericanNuthatches, Wrens,Thrashers,andTheir Allies, Francis
Zirrer wrote, “They [theRed-breastedNuthatches] aregreat hoarders,which…occa-
sionally leads to amusingincidents. The woodpeckers,especially Hairy, watch the
hoarding with great interest,and,assoonas thenuthatch leavesto get anotherpiece,
fly to theplaceandappropriatethemorsel.” Thisbehaviorwasalsonotedin TheBirds
of North America: Life Histories for the Twenty-first Century. It addsthat the “Red-
breastedNuthatch’s habit of caching seedsmaybeanimportantdispersal mechanism
for various conifer species, but also of plant parasitessuch as dwarf mistletoe.”
(Punter andGilbert1989).

Red-breasted Nuthatch
by Lindsay Herlihy
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Golden Eagles in New Hampshire – Are there
more around?

by Iain MacLeod

In the fall of 2003,while conductingmy annual hawkwatches in New Hampshire,I
observed threeGolden Eagles(Aquila chysaetos) from three different hawkwatch
sites in southcentral andsouthwestNewHampshire.This is threetimesmy usual fall
tally, andalthoughthesamplesizeis, admittedly, extremelylow, it doesbeg theques-
tion, “aremoreGoldenEaglesmigrating throughNew Hampshire, andif so,why?”

Statusin New Hampshire

The GoldenEagle is a rare bird in New
Hampshire.Indeed throughoutthenortheast
its breedingstatusborderson “absent.” The
Atlas of Breeding Birds in NewHampshire
(Foss,1994)refers to active nestsin thelate
1800s,and one nest in the Lake Umbagog
region supported a pair in the 1950s, per-
hapsaslateas1962,but therearenorecords
of young being produced anywherein the
state since 1956.Therearereportsfrom the
White Mountains in JuneandJuly of 1966
and thesummerandfall of 1971,but during
the Atlas survey years (1981–1986) no
breeding activity was recordedin the state

Golden Eagle by Iain C. MacLeod
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(Foss,1994).Golden Eaglesarerecorded in small numbersin New Hampshireannu-
ally duringbothspringandfall migration.

Statusin Eastern Canadaand Maine

The population of breeding Golden Eagles appears to be increasingin Eastern
Canadaand consistently larger numbers havebeenseen in recent years at eastern
hawkwatchsites(Wheeler, 2003).A substantial numberbreed in thenorthernpart of
Labrador and summering birds are recordedin New Brunswick and Cape Breton
Peninsulain NovaScotia.Fewerthan tenpairs breedin thenorthernpartof Ontario. It
is the northern portionsof theprovince of Quebecthat hold thelargest breedingpop-
ulation in the east. Recentestimates concludedthat 200 pairs and400 juvenilesand
subadultsinhabit Quebecin thesummer(Wheeler, 2003).

In the northeastern United States, only Maine hasheld nesting pairs in recent
decades.Thelastpair attemptedandfailedto breedin 1997andhadfailed to produce
youngin each of theprevious13 years! Only three younghave been producedin the

Year # Date Location
1991 1 07/29 Boscawen
1992 1 05/03 Deering
1992 1 09/24 Strafford
1993 1 09/16 Deering
1993 1 10/14 Hooksett
1994 1 05/10 Al ton
1995 1 10/09 Deering
1995 1 11/05 Lebanon
1996 1 10/14 Peterborough
1997 1 10/02 North Hampton
1997 2 10/07 Rye
1997 1 10/26 Londonderry
1997 1 11/04 Mi llsfield
1998 1 07/06 Al ton
1998 1 10/22 Moultonborough
1999 1 09/28 Moultonborough
1999 1 10/16 Deering
2000 1 05/11 Wilmot
2000 1 09/10 Deering
2001 1 09/15 Peterborough
2001 1 09/27 Sandwich
2001 1 10/17 Gilsum
2001 1 10/20 Exeter
2003 1 09/10 Deering
2003 1 09/21 Peterborough
2003 1 11/07 Hillsboro

Table 1.
An analysisof
sightingsin
New Hampshire,
1991–2003,
fromthe
NewHampshire
Bird Records
databaseat the
Audubon Society of
New Hampshire.
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state in the last25 years(C. ToddandA. Weik in Wheeler, 2003).Themain reasons
for nestingfailuresareorganophosphatepesticidescontaminating majorprey species,
such asGreatBlueHerons,andloss of openhabitat (Wheeler,2003).

Migration in the East

Clearly the increase in records at easternhawkwatch sites is connected to the
increase in breeding eaglesin Quebec and Labrador. These birds spendthe winter
monthssouth of New Englandin mainly montane(upland slopesbelow timberline)
regionsof the central andsouthern Appalachian Mountainsin North Carolina, Ten-
nessee,Virginia, andWest Virginia (Wheeler, 2003).Somewinter in Michigan and
Pennsylvania.

TheHawkMigrationAssociation of NorthAmerica(HMANA) hascompiledhawk
migration datafor all of NorthAmerica for the last thirty years. HMANA’s database
indicatesa steady increasein numbers of Golden Eaglesrecordedat easternhawk-
watchsites,culminating in recordbreaking totalsatseveralsitesin 2003.Waggoner’s
Gap in Pennsylvania hasconsistentlytallied good numbersof GoldenEagleseach
fall. Their datashowa steadyincrease since1990whenthey recorded122. In 1995
theyrecorded 146,in 1996theysaw163, andin 1997theyrecorded176.In 2002their
fall total reached207 and in 2003 they recorded 245. (Hawk Migration Studies,
HMANA, andHawkCounton theHMANA Website, www.hmana.org)*

Theaccumulation of GoldenEagle migrationdatafor all easternsitesshowsdra-
matic increases.HMANA groupssitesto northernandsouthernregionswith abound-
ary in central Pennsylvania.Northern site totalshavegrownfrom 170in 1990to 273
in 1995to 320in 2002(complete2003datais not yet available). Southern site totals
have grownfrom 489in 1990to 734in 1995to 961in 2002.(Hawk Migration Stud-
ies,HMANA, andBirdHawkwebsite, HMANA)*

In 2003dramatic single-day countsat several sitesin the east included a record-
breaking 31 on November 20 at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary in Pennsylvania
(HMANA publisheddata)*.That monthsaw the bulk of recordsat Hawk Mountain
(110of their 160for theseason). November20alsobrought29GoldenEaglesto Bake
Oven Knob in Pennsylvania(another one-day record) and 17 Golden Eagles over
Waggoner’sGap aswell as16onNovember 21.

Migration in New Hampshire

An analysisof data in the New HampshireBird Records database from 1991 to
2003indicates that from oneto five GoldenEagles are recordedannually in thestate
(note: somehawkwatchsitesdonot reporttheir datato NewHampshireBird Records,
so this analysismay not representall sightingsfor New Hampshire). Most sightings
are from themonthsof September,October,andNovember(whenmany eyesareon
thesky looking for otherhawks), but thereare threesightingsin May andtwo in July.
Based on my own observations,I tendto seemostlyadultsin Septemberandimma-
tureslater in OctoberandNovember,althoughthesamplesizeis too small to besta-
tistically significant.

*The author takesresponsibil ity for any inaccuracies based on his analysis of
HMANA publisheddata.



48 New HampshireBird Records • Vol. 22,No. 4

New Hampshire Rare Birds Committee Report

Thefollowingreport from theNewHampshireRareBirdsCommittee(NHRBC) con-
tainsdecisionsfor recordsvotedon by theCommitteesince thelast reportin theWin-
ter 2002–03issueof NewHampshireBird Records. The NHRBC is an independent
technical advisory committeeto New Hampshire Bird Records. It reviewsunusual
sightingsin aneffort to maintainaccuracy andscientific integrity for bothNewHamp-
shire Bird Records and the historical databaseof bird sightingsmaintained by the
AudubonSociety of New Hampshire (ASNH). Sightingsareevaluatedbased on the
details submitted.A recordmusthaveavoteof 6–0or 5–1to beaccepted by theCom-
mittee.

A rejection is not an indication that the identification was incorrect but that the
informationreceived wasnot enoughto allow its inclusionin the staterecord.Ade-
quatedocumentation is thekey to whetherareportis acceptedor not.For information
on theCommittee and its decision-making process,pleaseseethearticle in theSum-
mer1996issueof NewHampshire Bird Records. TheFall 1996issuehasanarticle on
how to document rare bird sightings. Contactthe Managing Editor at ASNH for a
copy of either of thesearticles.

The currentvoting members of the committeeareDennisAbbott, David Deifik,
Alan Delorey, David Donsker, Davis Finch,andGeorgeGavutis.Please contactany
oneof themif youhavequestions.Addressesandgeneralinformation on thecommit-
teeareavailablefrom thenon-votingchair,PamHunt,at biodiva@cyberportal.net or
work phoneat224-9909X328.

Summary

GoldenEaglesarea rarebut annual migrantthroughNewHampshire.Their breeding
population is increasing toour northandsightingsof migrantsin springand fall is increas-
ing in theeast.AlthoughBaldEaglesaremuchmorelikely tobeseenmigratingpast watch
sitesin New Hampshire,takeasecond look andmakesurethateagleisn’t a“goldie.”

For detailedinformation on hawkmigration throughoutNorthAmerica, checkout
the Hawk Migration Associationof North Americawebsite at www.hmana.org.The
HMANA member newsletter, Hawk Migration Studiesis also an excellent resource.
Check the NH AudubonWeb site, www.nhaudubon.org, for information about fall
hawkwatches andprograms.
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Spring 2003

Records accepted by the committee:
Black Rail in Greenlandin lateMay.First staterecord; seen or heardby many, call recorded.
Sandhill Cranein LebanononApril 30.
Sandhill Cranein Lancaster on May5.
JaegerspeciesoffshoreRyeonMay 24.
Acadian FlycatcheratPawtuckaway on May 31
Varied Thrushin Gilford from lateFebruary to lateApril.
Yellow-throatedWarbleratPawtuckaway on May 3.
Yellow-throatedWarblerin Hanover on May 11.
PineWarblerin LeeonMarch2.
Hooded Warblerin Hamptonon May9–10.
Hooded Warbleron theIslesof Shoals onMay 19.
BlueGrosbeakin FrancestownonMay 3.
BlueGrosbeakin CharlestownonMay18.

Records not accepted by the committee:
Common MurreonWhite Island onMay26.Description of headcolor andpatternwasunclear or

inconclusiveenough thatThick-bil led Murrecould notbeeliminated.Theidentificationwas
acceptedasMurrespecies.

BarnOwl in Deerfield onMay 3. Bird washeard only, anddescription of call doesnoteliminate
immatureGreatHornedOwl.

Bicknell’ sThrushin LivermoreonApril 29. Bird washeard only, anddespitedetailed description
of call, thedifficulty of vocalidentification of this species,combinedwith theexceptionally
early date, resultedin thecommitteedecidingto err on thesideof caution.

SummerTanagerin Lincolnon May24. Although at leastoneof thethreesimilarbirds reported
wasdescribedfairly well, thepresenceof suchahighnumber and absenceof additional
descriptivedetailsresultedin thecommitteenot acceptingthe record.

PineGrosbeakin ThorntononApril 22. Basedon thephotograph, thecommitteebelieved thatthe
bird in question wasactuallyaRedCrossbill.

Summer 2003

Records accepted by the committee:
Tricolored Heron in RyeonJune15.Photographed.
Yellow-crownedNight-Heronin HamptononJune1–8. Photographed.
American OystercatcheronWhite Islandon June28.
Li ttle Gull in North Hamptonon June1.
Li ttle Gull in RyeonJune18.Photographed; differentplumage frompreviousbird.
Black-headedGull in RyeJune3–6. Photographed.
CaspianTernin PittsburgonJune10.
Common MurreatWhite Island onJune22–27.
MurrespeciesonWhite IslandonJune15.
Razorbill at Islesof ShoalsonJune8.
Atlantic Puffin atWhite Islandon June15–24.
Red-headedWoodpeckerin Nottingham on July 20.
Acadian FlycatcheratPawtuckaway on June7–8.
Acadian Flycatcherin South Hampton on June28.
LouisianaWaterthrushin Nashuaon July 27.

Records not accepted by the committee:
Royal Tern atWhite IslandonJune26.Although generally well described, thedescription of a

black crown is inconsistentwith this species’plumageat this timeof year.



50 New HampshireBird Records • Vol. 22,No. 4

Thick-billedMurreon White IslandonJune14. Unclear description failed to fully eliminateeither
Common Murreor Razorbill,andtherecord is best left as“largealcid species.”

Chuck-will’s- widow in CanaanonJune20. Thisdate is unusually late for this species,which is a
very rarespringvagrantto New Hampshire. This combined with somemissingdetails aboutthe
observation resultedin thecommitteedeciding to err on thesideof caution. Thepossibility
existsthat thebird in questionwasanaberrantWhip-poor-will.

Fall 2003

Records accepted by the committee:
Common Eiderin Lit tletononOctober22.
Common Eiderin Bartlett onOctober 22.
Sandhill Cranein ConcordonOctober 8.
Li ttle Stint in RyeonAugust7–8. This bird wasphotographed,seen by numerous birders, and

constitutesaFirst StateRecord.
Lesser Black-backedGull in Errol onSeptember 30. Photographed.
Selasphorushummingbird species in Merrimack onAugust 17.
Tropical/Couch’sKingbird in ClaremontonNovember 2. Although thebird in questionwas never

heard, and thuscannotbeidentifi edto species, this represents aFirst StateRecord of this
speciespair.

CaveSwallows in RyeonNovember 26. Photographs;qualifiesasaFirst StateRecord.
Northern Wheatearin Epsomon September 7. Well-describedindividual.
Bell’sVireoin ExeteronNovember 1 andbeyond.Photographedand seenby many, thisbird

represents aSecondStateRecord.
Golden-wingedWarbler in RyeonSeptember14.
Western Tanagerin Plymouth onNovember30.
Black-headedGrosbeakin Derry on November3. Photographed andseenby many.
Spotted Towheein Grafton on November 17 (and throughwinter). Photographed;represents aFirst

StateRecord.
Yellow-headedBlackbirdin Merrimack onAugust2.

Records not accepted by the committee:
WoodStork in Dover onSeptember2. Thedetails providedwerenot comprehensiveenoughfor a

rarity of thismagnitude;thebird’shead wasnot described.
FulvousWhistling-Duck in Grantham onAugust7. Bird wasunusually tame,andthepossibility of

avariant domestic duckwasnot considered.
Harlequin Duck in JeffersononOctober 24. Sketchy description did not eliminate immatureor

female scoters.
GoldenEaglein NorthwoodonAugust 22. Detailswere insufficient for a report of this speciesso

early in theseason.
Sandhill Cranein AlexandriaonOctober1. Theobserver hadnoopticsandwasunfamiliar with

this species.Someaspectsof thebird’s behavior wereinconsistentwith Sandhill Crane.
Long-bill edDowitcherin Lancaster onOctober 31. Poordescription; observerdid not conclusively

eliminateShort-billed Dowitcher.
Red-neckedPhalaropein Portsmouth onSeptember26wasnot sufficiently distinguishedfrom Red

Phalarope. Identificationwasaccepted asPhalaropespecies.
Lark Bunting in Franklin onOctober 2. Description of bill color inconsistentwith femaleLark

Bunting; femalePurpleFinchnot conclusively eliminated.
Clay-coloredSparrow in PeterboroughonOctober31. Did not conclusively eliminateChipping

Sparrow.
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Winter 2003-2004

Records accepted by the committee:
GoldenEaglein RaymondonDecember 9.
Varied Thrushin Bradfordfor most of thewinter.Seen by numerousbirders.
Brown Thrasherin LoudononFebruary 14.
Spotted Towheein Concordfor mostof thewinter. Photographedandseen by many.Representsa

Second StateRecord.
Thefollowing Hoary Redpollreportswereaccepted. Many of thesewereaccompaniedby

photographs:
Sandwich onDecember8, December 31, January1, and February 6 (all differentbirds)
Keeneon December8 andonward(multiple birds)
OssipeeonDecember30
Belmont onJanuary4
Stratford onJanuary 9
Franklin onJanuary11
Newbury onJanuary 31
Errol on February 3
Hanover onFebruary6
Chesteron February29

Records not accepted by the committee:
ChippingSparrow in NewmarketonFebruary4. Documentationdid not conclusively eliminate

other sparrows, includingClay-coloredand Swamp.
Thefollowing Hoary Redpollreportswerenot accepted.In all casestheobserver failedto

distinguish thebird from CommonRedpoll:
Bedford onJanuary9
Thornton onJanuary13
NewmarketonFebruary29
New Londonin January

Records awaiting additional discussion:
Thecommitteehasnothadachance to meetand discussthedocumentationfor the following

records:
“Nelson’s” Gull in Rochesteron December29.
Slaty-backedGull in RochesteronDecember23–27.
BaltimoreOriole in GrovetononJanuary 2.
Hoary Redpoll in Northfield onJanuary 24.
Hoary Redpoll,10 in Keeneduring thewinter.

Decisions of Late Submissions
Records thattheCommitteewasunable to evaluate in time for publicationwith theothervotes

from that season.

Records accepted by the committee:
Red-headedWoodpeckerin Merrimack onJuly10, 2002. Photographed.
Clay-coloredSparrow in NewingtononJune24,2001. Well-described; an unusual mid-summer

record.

Thefollowing record from Fall 2002wasaccepted by theCommitteebut inadvertently omitted
from the2002summaryin theWinter2002–03 issueof NewHampshireBird Records:
Redhead, 6 onGreatBay in Stratham, November27, 2002.

Records not accepted by the committee:
Hooded Warblerin SugarHill on May10,1992. Insufficient description.
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Research on Early Successional Habitats

byStephenR.Hale

A longwalk or bike ride throughnearly anyNew Hampshirecountrysideoftentakes
onethrougha variety of habitatsincluding wetlands,fields,andforests.From yearto
year, thesehabitats do not change very much,and the plants and animals that live
therecan often be predictedwith great reliability. Over longer time periodshabitats
change,andearly successionalhabitatscanchangevery rapidly.

Early successional habitatsrepresent theearly stagesof bothvegetation composi-
tion andstructure following somekind of disturbance. For example, naturalevents
such aswind storms,hurricanes,ice storms,fire, insect outbreaks, andlandslidescan
reduce(or disturb) an old tall-standingforest to an open field. Over time, the open
field transformsthroughdifferenthabitat stages as old treesrot awayand grass,non-
woody plants,and woody shrubpioneers invade the area.These pioneersactually
improvethesite conditions, so that otherspecies can colonizeand takeover.Contin-
ual changein theplantspecies, termed succession,proceedsuntil 1) a stablecommu-
nity (climax) structure is reached, or 2) another disturbanceresets the habitat
conditions to an earlier stageand the processcontinuesfrom there. Often, distur-
bancesaresofrequentthataclimaxcommunity is neverrealized, but insteadthehabi-
tat is in a constant state of changeratherthanbalance. Variousloggingpracticesand
mowing regimes havesimilar effects as natural disturbances.When trees and their
associatedleafy canopiesare removed, habitat conditions can change dramatically
through increasedsunlight, temperature, wind penetration and decreased humidity
andsoil moisture.Not only do thevegetationcharacteristicschange,but alsotheani-
mal communities thatareadaptedto variousvegetation types.

RichardandCarly Chandler, from theUniversityof Massachusettsin Amherst,are
a husbandand wife teaminvestigating theuse of early successionalhabitatsby song-
birdsin theWhiteMountainsof New Hampshire. Richardis investigating thevalueof
wildlife openingsfor songbirds.Intended to promotegamespecies,wildlife openings
aresmallpatches(up to 40acres)of early successionalhabitat maintained by mowing
or prescribed burns (fire). Richard hypothesizesthat wildlife openings are also of
great benefit to populationsof non-game species,including an early successional
songbird,theChestnut-sidedWarbler(CSWA, Dendroicapensylvanica).

Overthecoming summers, Richard will bemonitoringnests,juvenile,second-year
adult, andafter second-yearadultCSWA in over60wildlife openingsof varioussizes,
disturbancetypes,and vegetationstructures.Second-year andafter second-year adult
CSWAs can be identified by the lengthof their chestnutcoloredflankstripe. In sec-
ond-year birds, thechestnutstripe doesnot extend asfar onto theflanks, andnot far
enough to connect with the black facial stripe.Richard’s primary research methods
include distance point-countsand spot (territory) mapping.Distancepoint-counts
attempt to estimate theabundance/density of birdswithin a sampled area, while spot
mapping can providemore detailedinformation on their breeding biology (for exam-
ple, territorysize).
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Meanwhile,Carly hypothesizes that early successional habitat is of greatimpor-
tance to a wider array of songbirdsthanpreviouslythought. Shewonders why many
forest interior-breeding songbirdsmoveinto early successionalhabitatsin late July,
August,andSeptember. In herwork, sheasksif forestsongbirds,which donotneces-
sarily nestand foragein earlysuccessional habitatswhile breeding,utilize thesehabi-
tatsafter fledging/nesting. Two different ideasthatcouldwork togetherare: 1) birds
areusingthe increasedstemandbranching patternsof shrub-liketrees as protection
from predators,and2) birdsareutiliz ing theabundanceof fruit in thesehabitats.To
answer this question,Carly aimsto estimate theabundanceand fitnesscharacteristics
of birds using various typesof early successional habitatsin late summer.Together
with distance point-counts, Carly will be mist-netting andcolor bandingbirds. She
hopes to resight thebirds in orderto determineif markedbirdsremain in thehabitat,
andfor how long.Additionally, shewil l be estimatingfat-levels (an estimateof fi t-
ness: themorefat, thefit ter thebird), and making morphometric measurements(e.g.,
wing cordand tarsuslength).

Carly will useher data to compare amongsiteswith A) high stem and branch den-
sity with berries,B) low stemandbranch densitywith no berries, andC) high stem
andbranchdensity with berriesremoved. Thesecomparisonswill enableherto deter-
mine if songbirdsare usinghigh stemandbranchingdensity habitatsmore thanlow
stemand branching densityhabitats(compareB vs.C), and if they are selectinghigh
fruit density habitats (compareA vs. C).

The highest-risk timesin a migrant songbird’s life are probablythe periodafter
fledging and periodsof migration.RichardandCarly Chandlers’ studieswill help to
determineif we should appreciatean expandedrole for early successional habitatsin
theconservation of theforest songbirds.We look forwardto periodic progressreports
on their respective investigations.

Answer to the Fall 2003 Photo Quiz

byDavidDonsker

At first glance, the subjectof our PhotoQuiz appearsto be a diminutive woodland
bird perchedin thebaretwigsof adeciduoustree. This impression is theresultof two
of thedistinctive featuresof this species: its small darkbill andfluffy plumage.The
large,darkeye setin its white faceaddsto this effect, asdoestheroundprofile of its
head. We alsonote that it hasa proportionally long tail. Further, it has a fairly exten-
sive blackcap on thehind crownwith a bit of theblackof thecrownextendingdown
behind theeye. It hasaprominentwhitehindcollar.Theremainder of thebodyis uni-
formly mediumtonedwith somefaint white tipping to thetail feathers.

This bird’s bodyproportionsandhead patterneliminatemostpossibilities. A bird
that we might briefly consideris Tufted Titmouse, which shares the dark eye and
white faceof this bird aswell assimilar bill andtail proportions. But, amongst other
things,thetitmouseiscrestedandlackstheblackcap.Another considerationwouldbe
one of our shrikes,which are also long-tailed birds with white throats and fairly
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stubbybills. But their bills arenot asproportionallysmall andare hookedat the tip.
Besides, thetwo shrikeshaveblackmasksratherthan ablack cap.

At this point, it wouldn’t be unreasonableto conclude that this is some form of
aberrant chickadee. Both of our nativechickadees, Boreal and Black-capped, share
many of thefeatures describedabove: small darkbill, fluffy plumage, black cap, and
proportionally long tail. But, of course, our chickadeeshaveblack throatsor “bibs”
andtheir capsextendovertheir foreheads.In contrast,thisbird hasawhite throatand
forehead.

In the end, the only bird in our forests that has the plumagecharacteristics that
match theabovedescription is GrayJay, which is thesubject of this photograph.The
superficial resemblanceof Gray Jay to chickadees hasbeennoted bothby David Sib-
ley andby RogerTory Peterson,who hasdescribed it aslooking like a “huge, over-
grownchickadee.” Of course,GrayJay isn’t nearly asdiminutiveasthephotograph
suggests.It is 11.5incheslong,which is quitea contrast to a five-inch chickadee.But
out of context, it is very hardto judgethesizeof our bird, andits structural features
make it seem smaller thanit actually is. Also, thedeciduoustwigs in which it roosts
add to the false il lusion. This bird is much more likely to be found perchedon the
branchof an evergreen.

If oneisn’t famil iar with Gray Jay, it might even be difficult to concludethat its
closest relatives in our stateareBlue Jays, ravens, and crows.Gray Jay sharesthe
samegregarioushabitsof its cousins, butunlike its relatives, it is relatively quiet.Our
other corvids(thefamily thatincludescrowsandjays)alsohaveproportionallylonger
andlargerbills than this speciesandlack thefluffy plumage.Gray Jay is bestunder-
stood in the context of the jays of the Palearctic (the temperate regionsof the Old
World), which includeits nearestrelatives,Siberianand SichuanJays.Unlike most
other American corvids, the Palearctic jays arerelativelysmall-billed,round-headed
birds.OurGrayJay is derivedfrom thisPalearcticstockandrepresentsaseparatecol-
onizationof theNew World by thisbranch of thecrow family.

GrayJayis acharacteristic andconspicuousresidentof theconiferousborealforest
that extendsacrossCanadaandthevery northernstates in our countryand southward
along themajor mountainrangesof theAmericanWestasfar as northern California
andArizona. In NewHampshire,it is an uncommonto fairly commonpermanentres-
ident in the very northernpart of the state and in theWhite Mountains at elevations
between3,000and 4,000feet.It is an extremelycuriousand bold speciesthat is well
known to visit backwoodscampsand picnic grounds, usually in small groups, for
scrapsandother handouts.Thisbehaviorhasgivenit such colloquialnamesas“Camp
Robber” and “GreaseBird”. The name“Whiskey Jack”, commonly applied to this
species,is a corruption of oneof its Native Americannames (“wiss-ka-tjon”or “wis-
ka-chon”, turned into “Whiskey-John”). Its normal diet, as with most corvids, is
extremelyvaried. It includesinsects, berries, conifer seeds, fungi, animal carcasses,
eggs,andnestlings.Much of their foodis cachedfor later use,especially in latewin-
terandearlyspring.

One final note: If you think that the resemblance of Gray Jay to chickadees is
strange,an even strangerexampleof convergentevolutionbetween thesetwo families
wasrecently discovered.Eversinceits discoveryin Tibet in thelate19thcenturyuntil
recently, a dull-colored, sparrow-sized bird with a long, down-curved bill,
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Pseudopodoceshumilis, was considered
an odd member of the crow family,
despite its diminutive size. This is
because its superficial structure and ter-
restrialbehavior wereverysimilar to sev-
eral much larger true corvids, the
Ground-Jays,which alsolive in thesame
generalregionof Asiaandshareasimilar
habitat. It was given the common name
of Hume’sor TibetanGround-Jay. Aston-
ishingly, an ornithologist on the staff of
the Smithsonian Institution only last year
discovered, based on molecular and
skeletalstudies,thatthisbird is actuallya
parid (amember of thechickadeeandtit-
mousefamily), whoseclosestrelative is
Great Tit, a common Old World species
that closely resemblesour own chick-
adees.Appropriately, it wasrenamedGroundTit. This discoveryrockedtheornitho-
logical world!

References:

Foss,C., ed.1994.Atlas of Breeding Birds in NewHampshire, AudubonSociety of
NewHampshire, Concord,NewHampshire.

Forbush,E.H., 1927.Birds of Massachusetts andotherNewEnglandStates, Vol. II,
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Goodwin, D., 1976.Crowsof theWorld, CornellUniversityPress, Ithaca,NewYork.
James,H., et al, 2003.Pseudopodoceshumilis, A misclassified terrestrial tit of the

Tibetan Plateau.Ibis145(2):185.
Peterson,R.T., 1947.A Field Guideto theBirds. Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston,

Massachusetts.
Sibley, D., 2000.TheSibleyGuideto Birds. Knopf. NewYork, New York.

This Gray Jay was photographed
by Denny Abbott in Errol, New Hampshire,

in January 2002.

Where’s the New Photo Quiz?

Therewill beanew onein thenext issue,alongwith theanswer! Seethe
announcement onpage1 for thedetails.
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Corrections

Thefollowing correctionswerefound aftertheissuewaspublished.Minor typosarenot included.
Please let usknowof any inaccuraciesyoufind in anissue,especially thosewhich involve sight-
ingrecordsso thatwemay correct themin thecomputerdatafile to improveaccuracy.

Spring 2002
p. 4 TheNorthernFulmarphotowastakenon3-9 not3-19.
p.11 In theOspreythroughCranesummary,third paragraph,secondsentenceaboutSand-

hill Craneshouldread“anotherindividualappearedin NewingtonnotNewmarket.
p.12 TheSoraon4-20wasseenin DurhamnotNewmarket.

Summer 2002
p. 7 In theWaterfowl summary, thelastline should read“The two reportsof RuddyDuck

arevery unusual”, not threereports.
p. 7 Thefollowing Mallardsightingsmentionedin theWaterfowl summarywereacciden-

tally omitted:
06-11 14 Pittsburg First ConnecticutLakeboatlanding E. Nielsen
06-26 5 Kensington Route107residence G. GavutisJr.

p. 24 On07-07,6 WoodThrush wereseenin Northfieldnot60.
p. 25 WoodWarblerssummary:

Fourth sentence regardingBlackpollWarblersshouldread“seenonJune4 in
Newmarket” , notDurham.

Next to lastsentence,beginning“The pair reportedfrom Durham”,wasmisplaced
andrefers to BlackburnianWarblers,notCanadaWarblers.It shouldgoafterthethird
sentencethatendwith “goodfinds.”

The last line should read“A Yellow-breasted Chatmadeits first summerappear-
ances in New HampshireBird Records(which beganas an independent publication
with Spring 1982reports).

Fall 2002
p. 5 The Red-neckedGrebeon 11-28 wasseenon NewfoundLake from CrescentLane

notonCrescentLake.
p. 11 Thefollowing Redheadsightingwasaccidentallyomitted:

11-27 6 SandyPoint Stratham Morgan& MarciaTingley
Thefollowing sightingsatCanobieLakein Windhamwereobservedandreportedby
Michael Harvey, not JohnWilliams:

p. 4 CommonLoonon10-15.
p. 5 Red-neckedGrebeon10-16.
p. 10 Gadwall on10-07;Blue-wingedTealon10-10;Green-wingedTealon10-11.
p. 13 Red-breastedMerganseron10-10.
p. 17 Greater Yellowlegson10-10.
p. 18 SpottedSandpiperon10-11.
p. 19 LeastSandpiperon10-15.
p. 36 In the Sparrows,Blackbirds andFinchessummary,in the third sentencetherewere

fiveDickcissels reported not four.
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❑ Family/$55 ❑ Individual/$39 ❑ Senior/$24

Name: ____________________________________Phone:________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

Town: ______________________________State: ________Zip ________

Makecheckpayable to ASNH and return this form with paymentto:
Membership Department, ASNH

3 Silk Farm Rd., Concord, NH 03301-8200
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