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Announcement — Change in the Photo Quiz

Youwill noticethat thereis nonew photoquizin thisissue. Thatdoesnotmeanthe
featurehasdisappeared-far from it. Beginningwith the nextissue theansver to the
photoquiz will appea in the sameissuethatthe photoappears.You will no longe
have to wait for the nextissueto gettheanswe! The quiz photowill bein the begin-
ning of theissue,soyou canlook at it first, puz4e over the identification,andthen
turn to the end of theissuefor the ansver. Sepaating the photofrom the answeris a
tradtional learningtool to force readersto researctthe identfication (aswell as
encouragereadersto continuesub<ribing) but many of us getimpatientwaiting for
the nextissueto arrive and would like to get the answae right away.After muchdis-
cussion,we decided to breakwith traditionandprovidethe answerin the sameissue.
We're sureour readerswill still leam from the quiz and we trustyou’ll continueto
suwbsaibe. Let usknow howyoullike it. —Ed.
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From the Editor

by Rebecca Suomda

Welcome Stephen Hale

In this issuewe welcome StepherHale asaregularauthorfor the feature,Research
and Volunteer Opportunities. His first article appers on page52. Steveworks asa
Reseach Scientistin the ComplexSydemsResearchCenterat the University of New
HampshirglUNH). He alsoteaches variety of coursesat UNH in the areasof ecot
ogy, anatomy and environmentaleducation.For the last five yearshe hastaughtthe
Bird Ecologyand Migraion courseat the Collegefor Lifelong Learning.After recev-
ing his Mager’s Degreestudying morphologyand evolution of birds at Louisiana
StateUniversity, heearnechisdoctomateat UNH in 2001, reserchingmethodsto map
bird distribution and abundanceisng saellite imagey and geographidnformation
systemg(GIS). Steve haslived in the Seacoat area for 10 yeas andcurrently resides
in Barrington.He will be sharinghis NewHampdire Bird Recordswriting respons
bilities with Susa Story Galt, the otherregularauthorof this feature

Thank You, Peg Lopata

We aresorryto bid good-byeto Art Editor, Peg Lopaa. Pegwasthefirst personin
this newvolunteer postion anddid a wonderfuljob gatheringart and photosfor each
issueand hdping to improvethelook of the publicaion. Shealso helpedorganizethe
art andphotoresourcesn the computerandstrugglel throughthe trials thataccom
panyanewposition. We are very gratetul for all her hard work andpaience.Now that
we’ve figured out the bestway to structure the position,we’re realy for anewvolurn-
teerto fill Peg’s shoeslf you areinterestel, please contactme for the detailsof this
position.

We are looking for volunteers to fill these positions:

Art Editor

Photo Editor
Promotion Manager
Office Assistant

Contactmeif you're interestedlt’'s agrea way to be patt of aterrific publication.
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December 1, 2003 through February 29, 2004

by David Deifik, Winter Editor

Winter birding often challengeghe stamina of the bird obsever andthe winter of
2003-2004 was no exception particularly after the New Years holiday December
was slightly warmer than average but almog twice as wet. We were blessedwith
heary doses of rain andsnowduringthe month. Therestof the seasonwasextraordi-
narily dry, particularly in Januay. We might be ableto blamethe bitter cold of the
monthfor thatwith Januantempeaturessix degreesbdow normal. Thetemperatures
boun@dbad a bit for Febmuary, actually beingslightly abovenormal.Fromthe vast
improvemat in the numberof repots over lastyear it appeas thatthe birding com-
munity wasableto put forth a goodeffort in thefield this sea®n. Theregular seaon
reportstotaled about 130 speciescompaed to 80 lastyea. Thisis againmorein line
with atypical winter.

A Slaty-backed Gull discoveredin Rochester
wasthe outsandingbird of the sea®n. Therecord
iscurrentlyunderNew HampshireRare Bird Com+
mittee review. If acceptedt would not only be a
first recad of this westernPacific gull for New
Harmmpshire butit would bethefirst record for all of
New England. It evenhadthe good grace to stay
long enough to be recordedon the Lee-Durham
Christmas Bird Count. The Sandhill Crane in
Monroewas an evenrarer eventthanits summe
appearanceat tha locale. A Varied Thrush spent
most of the winter visiting a feecer in Newbury.
This wasour first visit from this wesem wanderer
in threeyeas. BohemianWaxwings stegeda mid-
winter invasionof nearbiblical propotions.

Thestate'ssecondSpotted Towhee was discov
ered duringthe ConcordChristmasBird Countand &
stayedthroughtherestof the seasonto the delight
of themanybirderswho soughtit out. Two recrds
for Rosebreasted Grosbeak were truly remak- = e :
able. An amazingly hardyBaltimore Oriole made g?ﬁg’;”“ﬂ a\;‘;i’éf",’ﬁ,f,by Tony Brown,
an extendedvisit to Groveton,way up in the north ' o
country. This wasthefirst winter report anywhee in the stae for thelastsevenyears.
Common Redpols stagedan invasion this winter, bringing with them a virtually
unprecedened numberof reportsof thenormadly ultra-rare Hoary Redpoll.

The sunmariesard listings bdow do not includeChristmasBird Count (CBC) sight-
ings except for the New Hampshie portion of the Saxbn's River CBC in Vermont A
sunmay of the CBC and tableof sightingscanbefoundbegnning on page26.
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I Waterfowl

Wiinter seasonSnow Geeseare geneally scarce.Therefore severalreportsduring
Deceemberto early Januaryfrom Rocheger and a report of a single bird from Brook-
field in the Lakes Regionwerenotable. Brant arealsousuallyquite scarcein thewin-
terseasonThis seaontherewasa single reportfrom North Hampton.This marksthe
third yearin arow Branthasbeenreported. Interestingly, there wasonly a singlewin-
terrecordin the 10 yearsprior to 2001-D02.

Two inland Wood Duck reportswere notable Threerecordsfor Northen Pintal
justinlandfrom thecoastwere samewha fewer thanfor recent seans.Despitearel-
atively mild December,inland diving duck reports werescace compaed to someof
the large flocks found in the winters of 2000 and 2001 Therewas only a solitary
inland Barrow’s Goldeneyerepoted from both Tilton andFranklin. Very rareaway
from the coas, animmaturemale King Eider was photographel at the Rochester
wagewatertreatment plantin early December. Virtually all RuddyDuck repotts for
the winter seasonoccurin Decembe A late Februaryrecordfrom the coas at Rye
wasthefirst for thattime framein at least15 years.

date # town location observer(s)

Snow Goose

12-01 8 Rochester wastewatertreamentplant S. Mirick

12-15 1 Brookfield Wentwath Rd. J. LaBelle

01-06 1 Rochester wastewatertreagmentplant B. Griffith

Brant

02-26 9 N.Hampbn shaen. of Fox Hill Pant L., P& M. Sunderland

Mute Swans by Michael Harvey, 1-31-04, Portsmouth, NH.

Mute Swan
01-07 31 Durham Little Bay off AdamsPt. P. Hendrickx, C. Fisher
01-31 30 Pottsmouth Pray St. M. Harvey
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date # town location observer(s)

Wood Duck

12-14 1 Plainfield River Rd. S. Sturup

02-29 1 Nadua NashuaRiver at millyard R.Andrews

American Wigeon

01-11 2 NewCastk shae S. Mirick, J. Lawrence

American Black Duck

12-06 1 Newfound Lake J. Williams

12-6 12 Ashland SquamRiver J. Williams

12-0 17 SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings

01-11 3 Tilton Rt. 140 bridge J. Williams

02-17 4 Lacona Appleton Streetdocks H. Anderson

Northern Pintail

12-01 3 Rochester wastewatertreamentplant S. Mirick

01-11 1 Rye s.of RyeHarbor S. Mirick, J. Lawrence

02-8 2 Newmarket town landing M. Harvey

Green-winged Teal

12- 40 Rochester wastewatertreagmentplant S. Mirick

02-10 1 Newmarket Lamprey River S. Mirick

02-16 1 Exeter wastewatertreagmentplant E. Maserson,. MacLeod

Ring-necked Duck

12-0 4  Windham Cobbets Pord M. Harvey

12-14 1 Newfound Lake J. Williams

Greater Scaup

12-01 2 Rochester wastewatertreagmentplant S. Mirick

12-06 1 Ashland SquamRiver J. Williams

01-%6 1 Tilton Silver Lake J. Williams

02-01 1 Northfield WinnipesaikeeR. neardowntown Tilton ~ P.Hunt

02-17 400 Newmarket GreatBay, Bay View Dr. S. Mirick

02-2 1 Lacona WinnipesukeeRiver H. Anderson

02-28 3 Hampgon Bicentennal Pak R.& M. Swomala

Lesser Scaup

12-01 35 Rochester wadewatertreagmentplant S. Miri ck

12-0 4  Windham Cobbets Pord M. Harvey

02-14 1 Rye RyeHaror M. Harvey

02-29 1 Mandeser Moores Crossing I. MacLeod,E. Masteson,
R. Woodward,D. Fallon

King Eider

12-@ 1 Rochester wadewatertreagmentplant S. Miri ck

Surf Scoter

12-26 2 Hamgon HanptonBeach A.& G. Prazar

01-06 12 Rye Pulpit Rocks B. Griffith

01-6 30 Rye RyeHarbor St. Pk. B. Griffith

02-14 3 Rye Odiorne Point J. Williams B. Taffe

White-winged Scoter

12-2 4 Lacona LakeWinnisquampff Wildwood Beah ~ H. Anderson

12-26 1 Hampgon waterway underHamptan-Sedrook Bridge A.& G. Prazar

01-06 3 Rye Pulpit Rocks B. Griffith

01-06 3 Rye Concad Pt. B. Griffith
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date # town location observer(s)

Black Scoter

12-%6 1 Hamgon HamptonBeach A.& G. Prazar
02-28 2 Hampgon Bicentennal Pak R.& M. Suomala
02-20 24 Hampgon coast M. Harvey
Long-tailed Duck

12-26 1 Hampgon HamptonBeach A.& G. Prazar
01-@ 2 Hampgon HamptonBeach St. Pk. I. MacLeod,E. Mast@son
01-06 5 Rye RyeHarbor St. Pk. B. Griffith

02-14 3 Rye Odiorne Point J. Williams B. Taffe
02-0 52 NH coast M. Harvey
Bufflehead

12-06 3 Ashland SquamRiver J. Williams

02-01 2 Tilton Lochmee, above SilverLakeDam  H. Anderson
Common Goldeneye

12-066 12 Newfound Lake J. Williams

12-06 10 Holderness SquamLake outlet J. Williams

12-13 6 Windham Canobie Lake K. Fosom

12-14 10 Lebanon Connecticut R., behindBJ'’s S. Sturup

12-20 34 SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings

12-%6 30 NH coast A.& G. Prazar
12-28 46 Sanbonton town beach on Lake Winnisquam J. Williams

01-06 7 Rye Pulpit Rocks B. Griffith

01-06 6 Rye Concad Pt. B. Griffith

01-26 49 Tilton Rt. 140 bridge J. Williams

01-26 80 Lacona Lakeport, Opeches Bay J. Williams

02-0L 62 Northfield WinnipesaukeeR. atRt. 140 P. Hunt

02-00 25 Lebanon Connecticut R. S. Sturup

02-14 16 Rye Odiorne Point J. Williams B. Taffe
02-17 200 Newmarket GreatBay, Bay View Dr. S. Mirick
Barrow’s Goldeneye

12-14 1 Hampon Bicentennal Pak S. Miri ck, J. Lawrence
01-11 1 Frankin Merrimack R., River St. J. Williams

01-26 1 Tilton Rt. 140 bridge J. Williams

01-31 1 Rye Ragged Nedk M. Harvey

02-01 1 Rye Odiorne Pt. St. Pk. E. Mastkerson

02-16 1 Hampon North Beach E. Mastrson,|. MacLeod
02-28 1 Hampon Bicentennal Pak R.& M. Swomala
Hooded Merganser

12-06 2 Holderness SquamLake outlet J. Williams

12-06 2 Newfound Lake J. Williams

12-20 11 SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings

12-31 2 Strafford Lakeview Dr. S. Young

01-11 2 Tilton Rt. 140 bridge J. Williams

01-31 14 Tilton Silver Lake J. Williams

02-00 54 Lebanon Connecticut R. S. Sturup

02-16 12 Tilton lower Lake Winnisquam P. Hunt

02-16 8 Lacona OpecheeBay P. Hunt

02-24 4 Newmarket town landing M. Harvey

02-2 1 Hampgon GreatBoars Head M. Harvey
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date # town location observer(s)
Common Merganser
12-6 1 Newfound Lake J. Williams
12-06 2 Holderness SquamLake outlet J. Williams
12-20 45 SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
01-11 3 Tilton Rt. 140 bridge J. Williams
01-26 4 Tilton Silver Lake J. Williams
01-31 74 Lacona Lakeport, Opeches Bay J. Williams
02-01 30 Lebanon Connecticut R. S. Sturup
02-16 54 Lacona OpecheeBay P. Hunt
02-28 37 Lacona below Lakeport Dam H. Anderson
Ruddy Duck
02-28 1 Rye n. of PulpitRodks R. Frechete, S. Sparmgenbeg
Ring-necked Pheasant
02-19 1 Stratham s.of Rt. 108 & Swampsctt Rd. jct. G. GavutislI|
02-23 2 Walpole County Rd. R. Ritz
Wild Turkey
12-@2 23 Columbia resdence D.& B. Killam
12-66 30 Newhury Newbuty traffic circle P. Newbern
12-20 90 SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
12-2 23 Epping Rt. 128, w. side P. Hendrickx
01-12 3 BrooKine resience M. Anne
01-28 9 Gilsum Hammond Hollow Rd. M. Wright
02-00 11 Belmort Janestown Rd. H. Anderson
02-001 40 Lancastr North Rd. M. Harvey
02-20 30 Newhury Newbury traffic circle P. Newbern
02-29 19 Alton Halls Hill Rd. K.& B. Palfy
Red-throated Loon
02-29 3 Hampgon Odiorne Pt. St Pk. M. Harvey
Common Loon
12-06 1 Newfound Lake J. Williams
12-8 1 Windham Cobbets Pord M. Harvey
12-14 2 Newfound Lake J. Williams
12-%6 12 NH coast A.& G. Prazar
12-28 3 Sanbonton Lake Winnisquam J. Williams
02-14 5 Rye Odiorne Point J. Williams B. Taffe
02-0 75 NH coast M. Harvey
Horned Grebe
12-6 1 Newfound Lake J. Williams
12-6 2 Rye Seal Rock A. Prazar
12-28 1 Lacona Lake Winnisquam from

Santornton town beadh J. Williams
01-06 1 Rye Concad Pt. B. Griffith
02-29 20 NH coast I. MacLeod,E. Masteson,

Red-necked Grebe

12-%6
01-06
02-29

1
2
10

N. Hampbn
Rye

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

oldRt. 1A atRt. 101jct. G. Prazar
Pulpit Rocks B. Griffith
NH coast |. MacLeod,E. Masteson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon
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I Cormorants through Raptors

MostDoublecresed Cormomntsleave the stateby the beginningof the winter sea-
son. Typicaly therearea few winter recordseacdh yea, mostly cosstalin December.
The Januaryrecord from Portsmouthwas a bit later thanusual.There were several
ealy returning Turkey Vulturesreported, but alsoonepossible wintering bird in East
Kingston,with recordsin eaty Decembe andMid-February. This wasa goodwinter
for thenormaly scarceRoughieggel Hawk, with at least onebird spendingmostof
the winter on the SeacoastThere wasbut a single Golden Eagle reard for the sea-
s, likely alate migrant.

AudubonSodety of New Hampshie (ASNH) coordinatedhis year’s 24thanntal
mid-winter Bald Eaglesurveyon Januay 10. A recordhigh total of 35 Bald Eagles
wastallied. The Merrimack River Valley led with 13 eagles, followed by the Lakes
Regionwith nine eagles.Six eagleswere seen on the Conneticut River below the
Wilder Dam (thoseseemortth of thedam are credited to Vermont).Therewerefive on
Great Bay andtwo eagksseernontheAndroscoggirRiver.In all, 43 eaglesweresea
duringthetwo-wee countpeliod surroundingJanuay 10. Thecountperiod record of
50 eagleswas setin 2002.

date # fown location observer(s)
Double-crested Cormorant

12-14 1 Poitsmouth Pottsmouth Harbor S. Mirick, J. Lawrence
01-06 1 Potsmouth Piereels. B. Griffith

Great Cormorant

02-8 1 Tilton Lower LakeWinnisquam P. Hunt,M.& L. Krentsky
02-14 17 Rye Odiorne Point J. Williams B. Taffe
02-16 11 Mandeser Merrimack R. E. Masterson,l. MacLeod
02-16 1 Lacona OpecheeBay P. Hunt

02-9 47 NH coast M. Harvey

Great Blue Heron

12-20 1 SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings

12-%6 1 Exeter ExeterR., Swase Pkwy. G. Prazar

02-29 1 Hampstead alongRt. 111 |. MacLeod,E. Masteson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon
Turkey Vulture

12-8 1 E.Kingston South Rd. D. Finch

02-12 2 E.Kingston South Rd. D. Finch

02-20 13 Nasua landfill E. Mastrson

02-24 2 Londonderry by Exit 4, Rt. 93 P. Newbern

02-5 4 Hampgon over Rt. 95 J. Romano

02-29 1 Durham CedarPt. I. MacLeod,E. Masteson,
R. Woodward,D. Fallon

02-29 1 Nashua NashuaRiver at millyard R.Andrews

Bald Eagle

12-01 1 Lyman DodgeRd. L. Kraft, M. Procta

12-08 1 Monroe town certer S.& M. Turng

12-8 1 Lacona Lakeport Square H. Anderson

12-14 1 Plainfield River Rd. S. Sturup
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date # town location observer(s)

12-14 1 Lebanon Wilder Dam S. Sturup

12-20 2 Mandeser Lake Massdesic |. MacLeod,B. Quinn
01-08 1 NewHampton  PamigewassetR.,Rt. 104 bridge B. Barret

01-04 1 Hebron Newfound Lake B. Barret

01-15 1 E.Kingston South Rd. D. Finch

01-20 2 Rochester wastewatertreagmentplant M. Harvey

01-28 1 Northfield endof Granite St. P. Hunt

01-31 1 Tilton Silver Lake J. Williams

02-08 1 Tilton WinnipesaukeeR. at Rt. 140 P. Hunt,M.& L. Krenitsky
02-08 1 Belmort lower Lake Winnisquam P Hunt,M.& L. Kreritsky
02-12 1 Nasua Rt. 111 bridge over Merrimadk R. M. Harvey

02-14 1 Rye RyeHarbor M. Harvey

02-23 1 Wedmorebnd River Rd.,Connecticut R. C.Jacols,R. Ritz

02-28 2 Lebanon Wilder Dam S. Sturup

02-2 1 Lacona Dixon Pant - Martel's Bait Shaq@ H. Anderson

02-29 2 Mandeser Moores Crossing I. MacLeod,E. Maste&son,

Northern Harrier

01-20 1 Seabrook
Northern Goshawk
12-07 1 Lyman
01-388 1 Tamworth
02-29 1 Salem

Red-shouldered Hawk
01-12

1 Durham

Rough-legged Hawk by Stephen R. Mirick, 2-1-04, Rye Harbor, NH.

Rough-legged Hawk

12-11 1 Rye

01-10 1 Sandvich
01-24 1 Hampgon
01-31 1 Rye

02-14 1 Seabrook
02-2 1 E. Kingston
Golden Eagle

12-0 1 Raymond

CrossBeach Rd.

Hurd Hill Rd.
Tall PinesRd. residerce
Rt. 28 strip

Mill Road shopping plaza

marshes nea wooden bridge
Diamond Ledge Rd.
Meadav Pord

RyeHaror

Rt. 286 over wasewatertreatmentplant

South Rd.

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

M. Harvey

S.& M. Turng

C.& J. Tewksbury

|. MacLeod,E. Masteson,
R. Woodward,D. Fallon

S. Mirick

S. Mirick

G. Dennis

S. Mirick, J. Lawrence,
P. Lacourse,D. Abbat

M. Harvey

M. Harvey

D. Finch

Bluebery Hill Rd. nearExeterR. C. Moreno
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date # town location observer(s)

American Kestrel

12-20 1 SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
01-15 1 Brentwood Rockingham County Complex
Cooperative Ext. Bldg. M. Tarr
01-20 1 Dover BellamyWMA G. Gavutis
Merlin
12-20 1 Mandeser Derryfield Country Club I. MacLeod,B. Quinn
01-27 1 Hamgon HamptonBeach St. Pk. I. MacLeod
02-29 1 Conoord White Pak |. MacLeod,E. Masteson,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

Peregrine Falcon

12-®6 1 Monroe Rt. 135 P. Powers

12-20 1 Mandeser Hampshire Plaza I. MacLeod,B. Quinn

02-07 1 Pottsmouth Memorial Bridge S. Mirick, Newburyport
Birders FT

02-28 1 Conoord State House I. MacLeod

I Cranes through Alcids

Sandhill Craneis normally very rare in the statebut an individud hasbeen seen
evay summerin Monroesince 1999.This individud was seenin early Decanbe, a
virtually unpre@dened sightingfor the winter seasonKilldeer are rare in the winter
season,so anindividual flushedby a passingRed-tailled Hawk from a marshin Rye
wasquite a surprise Bonaparte'€<Gull wasunusuallyscace with but onereportfrom
the Seacoast.

An impresive maximum of 13 Icdand Gulls was reportal in ealy Februaryfrom
the Rocheser area. Until aboutfive yeas ago,LesserBlack-bad&ed Gull wasof very
rare occurrencein New HampshireThis seaonthey were agan reportel from several
seacoastownswith aboutfive birds spendinga goodpartof thewinter. Althoughnot
atrue specis, the Nelsoris Gull is anattractive hybrid of the HerringandGlaumus
Gull. One of theseforms was obsrved and photographedn Rodhesterthis season.
Therecordis presenty underreview by the New HampshireRareBird Committee.
There wasarelative dearh of alcid repats from the coast with only afew each of the
threemostcommon speciesBlack Guillemot,Razorbill,and Thick-billed Murre.

—-- - --.-

- ST ————— i, — P A :._-___,—-#--_.-:J-E-"

Thick-billed Murre, 2-14-04, N. Hampton, NH, by Glen Tepke, www.pbase.com/gtepke
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date # town location observer(s)
Sandhill Crane
12-6 1 Monroe PlainsRd. E. Emery P.Powers

Killdeer

01-11 1 Rye
Sanderling

12-31 15 N.Hampbn
02-14 25 Rye
Purple Sandpiper
01-31 30 Hamgon
02-10 5 Rye
024 1 Rye
028 2 Rye
02-8 3 Rye

02-28 2 N.Hampbn
02-2 10 Hamgon

Dunlin
01-24 20 Hamgon

02-2 20 Hampgon

Bonaparte’s Gull

12-26 3

Iceland Gull

12-01 7 Rochester
12-06 1 Rye

12-28 1 Windham
12-31 1 Seabrook
02-01 1 Hamgon
02-3 13 Rochester
02-14 2 Seabrook
02-14 1 Rye

02-16 1 Hampgon
02-16 1 Hampgon
02-16 1 Exeter
02-2 4

02-28 1 Tilton
02-29 1 Seabrook

Lesser Black-backed Gull
by Michael Harvey,
2-8-04, Newmarket, NH.

marshs. of OdiornePt.

N. HamptonStateBeach
Jemes Beach

HamptonBead St. Pk.
Pulpit Rocks area

Odiorne Point

Ryeledge

Seal Rocks

just n. of Little BoarsHead
HamptonBead St. Pk.

HamptonHarbor jetty

HamptonBeach St. Pk.

NH coast

wastewatertreagmentplant
RyeHaror

Cobbdts Pord

Seabrook Harbor
Bicentennal Pak
Rochesterarea

Seabrook Harbor
RyelLedge

North Beacth
HanptonHarbor
wadewatertreamentplant
NH coast
WinnipesukeeR.

Yankee Fisheman’s Coop

S. Mirick, J. Lawrence

B. Griffith
M. Harvey

M. Harvey

J. Romano

J. Williams B. Taffe

R.& M. Suomala

R.& M. Suomala

R.& M. Suomala

|. MacLeod,E. Masteson,
R. Woodward,D. Fallon

S. Mirick, J. Lawrence,
P. Lacourse,D. Abbat

|. MacLeod,E. Maste&son,
R. Woodward,D. Fallon

A.& G. Prazar

S. Mirick

M. Harvey

M. Harvey

B. Griffith

S. Mirick, J. Lawrence

S. Mirick

M. Harvey

M. Harvey

E. Masterson,|. MacLeod

E. Mastkerson,l. MacLeod

E. Masterson,|. MacLeod

S. Mirick

D. Johnsa

|. MacLeod,E. Maste&son,
R. Woodward,D. Fallon
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date # town location observer(s)
Lesser Black-backed Gull

12-10 1 Dover Willand Pond S. Mirick
12-10 1 Rochester wastewatertreagmentplant S. Mirick
12-2 1 Newmarket off Bay Road S. Mirick
12-31 2 Rochester wastewatertreagmentplant S. Mirick
01-11 1 Pottsmouth Portsmouth FishPier S. Mirick, J. Lawrence
02-@ 1 Rochester wastewatertreamentplant S. Mirick
02-24 1 Newmarket Lamprey River S. Mirick
Glaucous Gull

12-10 2 Rochester wastewatertreamentplant S. Mirick
01-06 1 Seabrook Seabrook Harbor B. Griffith
01-20 3 Rochester wastewater Treamert Plant M. Harvey
02-@ 2 Rochester Rochesterarea S. Mirick
Black-legged Kittiwake

12-06 2 Rye Pulpit Rocks M. Harvey

12-14 2 Rye
01-3 2 Hamgon
01-24 2 Rye

Thick-billed Murre
02-11 1 N.Hampbn

Odiorre PointSt. Pk.
HamptonBeach St. Pk.
Ragged Nedk

atRyetown line

S. Mirick, J. Lawrence

I. MacLeod,E. Mast&son

S. Mirick, P. Lacourse
J.Lawrerce,D. Abbott

S. Mirick

02-29 1 Rye off Concord Pt. |. MacLeod,E. Maste&son,
R. Woodward,D. Fallon

Razorbill

01-06 1 Rye RyeHarbor St. Pk. B. Griffith

01-24 1 Rye Odiorne Point S. Mirick, P.Lacourse

02-07 1 N.Hampbn
Black Guillemot

Little Boars Head

J.Lawrerce,D. Abbott
S. Mirick, J. Lawrence, et al.

02-07 4 NH coast S. Mirick
02-29 2 Rye Odiorne Pt. St. Pk. M. Harvey
02-29 1 Rye off Corcord Pt. I. MacLeod,E. Maste&son,

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

s Owls through Horned Lark

We reived threewinter repots of the relatively scace Eastem Saeech-Owl
Unfortunagely two of thosebirdswere founddeceasedInlandrecordsof SnowyOwl,
especially north of the LakesRegion,are rare;onephotographedirtually in theshad
owsof Mt. Chomruawasthereforequite notable. Red-bdlied Woodpekerscontinue
their presencean the statewith no lessthan 14 recordsthis winter. Thisis aphenome
nonof only aboutthelast10yearsAfter afew yearsof sparseeports NorthernShrike
recordswere see in numbersagan this winter. Only the winters of 1999 and 2000
had morewithin the last 10 yeas. Only the few hardy soulsventuringto the higher
elevationsof the White Mountairs were rewarded with Gray Jay this winter. A small
groupof Fish Crows spentmostof latewinterin theshoppingdistrict of Salem.
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date # town location observer(s)

Eastern Screech-Owl

12-30 1 Northwood Rt. 4 near CoeBrownAcacemy |. MacLeod

01-01 1 Hampstead A. Maley

01-24 2 Kensigton Rt. 107 residence, South Rd. G. Gavutis

Great Horned Owl

02-07 1 Kensngton Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis Jr.

02-10 1 Newmarket Bay Rd. H. Chary

02-29 3 Durham AdamsPt. |. MacLeod,E. Maste&son,
R. Woodward,D. Fallon

Snowy Owl

12-0 1 Madison BoulderHill, 5mi. eseof Mt. Chocarua  G. Clark

02-20 1 Newmarket GreatBay, Bay View Dr. S. Mirick, B. Atherton

Short-eared Owl

01-06 1 Rye RyeHarbor St. Pk. B. Griffith

02-2 1 Rye Harbor Road S. Mirick, J. Lawrence

Northern Saw-whet Owl

12-13 1 E.Kingston MonahanCorner, Rts.107 & 108 D. Finch

01-24 1 Exeter off Drinkwater Road S. Mirick, J. Lawrence,
P. Lamurse,D.Abbott

02-@8 1 Plainfield Hell Hollow Rd. residence L. Zeltman

Red-bellied Woodpecker

12-04 1 Plainfield residence R. Mogielnicki

12-07 1 Hudson Old Derry Rd. M. Wright

12-18 1 Milford Federal Hill Rd. R.& B. Becke

12-2 1 Windham residence J. Romano

01-01 1 Newmarket Bay Rd. H. Chary

01-01 1 Plymouh Cummings St. J. Williams

01-@ 1 Exeter residence M. Praar

01-14 1 Brookine resdence M. Anne

01-24 1 Newmarket New Road S. Mirick, J. Lawrence,
P. Lamurse,D. Abbat

01-2 1 Salem town forest M. Harvey

02-B 1 E.Kingston South Rd. D. Finch

02-08 1 Sratham s.of Rt. 108& SwampscottRd.jct. G.GavutisllI

02-10 1 Nadua Cloveraed Dr. resdene B. Harris

02-18 1 Poitsmouth JoresAve.nursng home A. Handren

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

01-22 1 Potsmouth off South Stred S. Mirick

Black-backed Woodpecker

02-29 2 BeangGrant
Northern Shrike

12-01 1 Kensngton
12-@ 1 Sandwich
12-04 1 Plainfield
12-06 1 Strafford
12-6 1 Hanwock
12-10 1 Kenshgton
12-12 1 Aubun

Crawford Path& Mizpah Cutoff jct.

Rt. 107 residence, Sotth Rd.
Diamond Ledge Rd.

Blad Hill Rd.

Lakeview Dr.

Antrim Rd.

s.of Winkley Brook
Massdesc Audubon Center

D. Govatski,C. Bretton

G. Gavutis

T. Vazzano

R. Mogielnicki
S. Young

E. Mastkerson
G. Gavutis

|. MacLeod
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date # town location observer(s)

Northern Shrike—continued

12-14 1 Rye Odiorne Pt. St Pk. M. Harvey

12-14 1 Rye RyelLedge M. Harvey

12-18 1 Pittsburg First Conredicut Lake, Rt. 3 S. Stoddad, D. Govatki
12-31 1 Rye Ryeledge B. Griffith

01- 1 Conoord Audubon House, Silk Ferm WS K. Pdfy

01-11 1 Rye Straw Point S. Mirick, J. Lawrence
01-17 1 Plymouh Pine GateRd. J. Williams

01-17 1 Hanover Bluebery Hill resdence K. Kluge,T. Rosemeier
02-07 2 Rye coast S. Mirick, etal.

02-14 1 Windham CastleHill Rd. M. Harvey

02-19 1 Lebanon Resewoir Rd. S. Sturup

02-20 1 Hillsborough Windsa Rd. I. MacLeod

Gray Jay

12-10 2 BearsPurchase MizpahHut D. Govatski

01-10 1 SagentsPurchas Davis Pah, Mt. Isdlation J. Stockwell

02-13 1 Livermore n. slope of Mt. Tecumseh D. Johnsao, G. Cushing
02-24 6 BearsGrant Mizpah Cutoff trail D. Govatski

02-28 1 Bethlehem AMC ZealandHut D. Govatski

Fish Crow

02-0 10 Salem VeteransMemorial Pkwy. M. Harvey

Horned Lark

12-20 93

12-31 3 Hamgon
01-20 22 Rochester
01-31 89 Hampgon

SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings

HamptonBead St. Pk.

wastewatertreagmentplant

HamptonBeach St. Pk.

B. Griffith
M. Harvey
M. Harvey

e  Chickadees through Waxwings

As with the Gray Jay it required some dedicded

winter hiking in the White Mountainsto find any "'
Boreal Chickadeesthis season.Carolina Wren f

recordsweresomevhatoff from theirabundane of
last winter, producing but half the records of
2002-2003. A lovely and cooperaive Varied

Thrush graceda bird feederin Newbury through !
out the winter. Throughthe kind hogitality of the

homeavners many birders (more than 85 signed
the visitor log) wereable to view this stunningvis-
itor from the west. This speciesnomaly nestsno
closer than northwesternMontanaand winters to
sauthen California andArizona.Onewould there
fore exped this to be a purely accidentd sighting,

butit is moreof ararebutregularocaurrene. Our .r'
last New Hampshire recordwas three yeass ago. r

Bohemian Waxwing by Tony Brown,

3-2-04, Hancock, NH.
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Brown Thrashe's becomerarein the stateafterealy October.Our onerecordis typi-
cd for this seasonA similady hardy American Pipit was seenon the cosst duringthe
Januaryfreeze.

Oneof the most outstandingevents of the seasonwas the invasion of Bohemian
Waxwings Thisisanirruptive spedes thatwill normally producefrom zero to fewer
thanfive winter recordsin agivensea®n, thoughthewinters of 1995,1997,and1999
modeatelyexceeded that Onehasto goback to thewinter of 1993-19940 seeasub
startial incursionof Bohemianslinteregingly, thiswas also thelast seasonto produce
alargeincursion of Comnon Redpolls At thattime therewere 25 recrds involving
appoximakly 4,000individuals This season, 50 recordsof over 6,000individuals
were documated. Oneflock seenin Hanove was estimaed to contain1,600birds!
Thetiming of this invasbn wasquite interesing. Usudly Bohemiaswill starttheir
incursiors in the late fall producinggoad numbersof Christmas Bird Count records.
This season,they werevirtually absent during the CBC period with only three indi-
viduds notedin thewhole state. They remainedabsent for mog of January.On Janu
ary 21 thessituation startedo changeasthefirst of the manyreardswas reported.

date # fown location observer(s)

Boreal Chickadee

12-20 3 Francona Owls Head summit J. Stockwell

12-28 2 Sagents Purchas Boot Spur Trail, 4000' J. Stockwell

01-01 3 Woodstock Mt. Jim summit J. Stockwell

01-10 3 SagentsPurchas Isolation Trail nea shelter J. Stockwell

01-3 2 BearsPurchase WildcatridgebeweenAandD. J. Stockwell

02-01 3 WatervilleValley  TripyramidbetweenN. & S.Peaks J. Stodkwell

02-2 2 Berlin Mt. Weeks J. Stockwell

02-27 3 BearsPurchase Sotth Carter J. Stockwell

02-27 1 BearsPurchase Midde Cater J. Stoclkwell

02-28 1 Bethlehem North Twin J. Stockwell

Carolina Wren

12-2 1 Windham resdence J. Romao

12-27 2 Hopkinton resdence T.& B. Richads

01-30 1 Salem resdence K. Fasom

01-31 1 Nadua Hills Fery Rd.residence J Allard

01-31 1 Bristol resdence W. Barret

02-06 2 Exeter High St. residerce L. Ring

02-14 1 Nadua Cloveraed Dr. B. Harris

02-2 1 Northfield Pak St. P. Hunt

02-29 1 Conoord Poitsmouth St. R.& M. Swomala

Winter Wren

12-@ 1 Kensngton Rt. 107 residence, South Rd. G. Gavutis

01-3 1 Kensngton Rt. 107 residence, South Rd. G. Gavutis

01-0 1 Cheger resdence B. Folsom

Eastern Bluebird

12-10 5 Kenshgton sw. of Muddy Pond G. Gavutis

01-13 2 Rye ClarkRd. V. White

01-20 20 Dover BellamyWMA G. Gavutis

01-24 3 Newmarket Moody Pant S. Mirick, P.Lacourse
J.Lawrerce,D. Abbott

01-26 3 Rye WestRd. B.& H. Blanchard
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date # town location observer(s)

Eastern Bluebird—continued

02-06 5 Kenshgton Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis Jr.
02-28 2 Auburn Massdesc Audubon Center |. MacLeod
02-28 1 Newmarket Hamel FarmDr. P. Hendrickx
Hermit Thrush

12-10 3 Kenshngton just s. of Muddy Pord G. Gavutis
01-07 1 Auburn Massdesc Audubon Center J. Nelsm, K. Acerno,etal.
01-8 1 Auburn Massdesc Audubon Center J. Doherty, D. Turcdte
American Robin

1210 100 Kensngton s.of Muddy Pand & Winkley Brook G. Gavutis

01-4 100 Meriimack Persm Rd. D. Herget

01-07 470 Newmarket GreatBay, Bay View Dr. S. Mirick

01-12 250 Kensihgton Rt. 108 nea E. Kingstonline G. Gavutis

01-0 60 Dover BellamyWMA G. Gavutis
01-24 75 Mandeser Derryfield Cout C. Shervwood
01-24 40 Exeter Sdtongtall Medical Bldg., Buzell Ave.  G. Prazar

01-2Zr 800 Dover downtown Dover S. Mirick

01-31 45 Nashua Hills Ferly Rd.& ManchesterSt.  J. Allard

02-6 75 Lacona WildwoodRd. H. Anderson
02-13 75 Belmort WildwoodRd. H. Anderson
02-29 50 Conoord Old LoudonRd. R.& M. Suomala
Varied Thrush

12-04 1 Newhury Richards Rd. K.& J.Mock
12-13 1 Newhury Richards Rd. T. Keene

12-18 1 Newhury I. MacLeod,et al.
Brown Thrasher

02-14 1 Loudon Hemlock Hill Dr. B. Sullivan

American Pipit by Stephen R. Mirick, 1-11-04, Great Boars Head, Hampton, NH.

American Pipit

01-11 1 Hampgon Great Boars Head S. Miri ck, J. Lawrence
Bohemian Waxwing

12-21 19 Sandvich Diamond Ledge Rd. T. Vazzano

12-27 1 Durham off DurhamPant Road S. Mirick, J. Lawrence,et al.
01-22 50 Gilmanton Old JonesFam J. Stockwell
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date # town location observer(s)
01-21 2 Kenshgton Rt. 107 residence, South Rd. G. Gavutis
01-2 4 Epping off Rt. 87 S. Mirick
01-23 40 Sandvich Rt. 25 T. Vazzano
01-24 230 Plymouh Beech Hill Rd.resdene J. Williams
01-5 65 Plymouh Pine GateRd. J. Williams
01-26 100 Conway Shav’s PlazaRd. G.& M. McElroy
01-28 103 Laconia Wildwood ShoresBeach Shae Dr. H.Andersn
02-00 92 Plymouh PlymouthStateUniversity M. Harvey
02-01 175 Northfield Bay Rd. P. Hunt
02-001 19 Northfield Pak St. P. Hunt
02-03 65 Frankin River St. D. Stavros,L. Bardusk
02-8 35 Holderness US Foreg Sewice lot J. Williams
02-07 180 Peterborough Old StreetRd. D. Rowell
02-M™ 7 Londonderry MammothRd.,, highschoad K. Murphy
02-10 32 Rochester Pickering Road S. Mirick
02-10 250 Lacona Opechee TownhouseCordos

North Main St. H. Anderson
02-10 400 Hanover DartmouthCollege campus S. Sturup
02-11 240 Hillsborough Windsa Rd. I. MacLeod
02-11 200 Lacona Veteran’s Squae, Laconia

Savings Bank H. Anderson
02-14 1600 Hanover Rt. 10, justn. of Mink Brook B. Shepard
02-14 85 Hanover Smth Rd. S. Sturup
02-15 50 Plymouh Hatch Plaza J. Williams
02-16 20 Colebrook River of Life Church D. Killam
02-17 1 Dover Burger King paiking lot S. Mirick
02-18 140 Hampstead town hall D. Finch
02-18 30 Hanover EastWheelod St. S. Sturup
02-19 10 Hanover Resewoir Rd. S. Sturup
02-20 150 Moutonboroudy Rt 25, juste. of CenterHarbor  P. Hunt
02-21 40 Holderness downtown J. Williams
02-2 200 Lacona behind Baptist Church, Court St.  H. Anderson
02-23 33 Newhury Fishefield Rd. P. Newbern
02-24 2 Dove Prospect St. S. Gdt
02-2Z7 30 Plymouh Hatch Plaza J. Williams
02-28 160 Concord White Paik I. MacLeod
02-28 25 Dublin w. sideof Dublin Lake T. Wright & K. VanWely
02-29 45 Conoord W. Patsmauth St. R.& M. Swomala
02-2 80 Conoord Walmart, Loudon Rd. M. Lee
02-20 30 Rumney Quincy Rd. B. Taffe
02-29 47 Chicheser HorseComer Rd. R.& M. Swomala
Cedar Waxwing
12-3 36 Keere behind CheshireMedicd Ct. M. Wright
12-0 37 Lacona Gilford Ave. H. Anderson
12-10 15 Kensington e.of Muddy Pord G. Gavutis
12-14 59 Holderness Rt. 175A J. Williams
12-14 65 Sanbonton Rt. 3, miniature golf course J. Williams
12-20 923 SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
12-31 120 Windham CastleHill Rd. M. Harvey
01-00 60 Lacona Folsam St. H. Anderson
01-001 40 Plymouh Cummings St. J. Williams
01-2L 60 Kenshgton Rt. 107 residence, South Rd. G. Gavutis
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date # town location observer(s)

Cedar Waxwing—continued

01-%5 25 Gilmanton Currier Hill Rd. J. Stockwell

01-26 15 Exeter Sdtangall Medical Bldg. G. Prazar

02-B 45 Belmort BelknapMall tree D. Stavros,L. Bardusk
02-8 75 Northfield endof Granite St. P. Hunt

02-0 100 Tilton Schod St. P. Scheder

02-24 17 E.Kingston South Rd. D. Finch,M. Bott
02-29 30 Conoord Old Loudon Rd. R.& M. Suomala
02-2 35 Conoord Poitsmouth St R.& M. Suomala

I Warblers through Sparrows

Paruiids (Wood Warblerg areneve a prominent componentof our winter bird life.
This was particularly the casethis seamn. There were no warble reports of ary
speciesoutsdeof afew Yellow-rumped Warblersduringthe CBCs.Although we have
no Eagern Towheesto report this season, its westerncounterpartthe Spotted
Towhee, was found on Decenmbea 14 during the Conard CBC. It was extremely
coperative spendingtherestof thesea®n hangingaroundthe sane resdence When
found,it was apparenty afirst staterecord. Shortly after this sighing a secondrecord
cameto light of a Spoted Towheetha hadfirst beenseenin Novembermakingit the
first staterecord! Thetaxonomicstatusof the Eastern and Spoted Towhesshas been
quite dynanic. They were considered subspecief one speciesthe Rufoussided
Towhee at the begnning of the twentieth century They werelater split, lumped,and
finaly split again asseparatespecesin themid-1990s.

A hardy Chipping Sparow appaently winteredover in Northfield. They arerare
duringtheseaonand canbeatricky identificationgiventher superficialresemblance
to the American Tree Sparrow, a much more abundantspeciesat this time of year.
Besides its distinctly smaller size,the Chipping Sparrowlacks the rufouscap in the
winter. Thisis replacedby a streake brown cap. It asolacksthe centralbladk breast
spot of the Tree Sparow. Fox Sparrow can be hardy enoughto stay aroundduringthe
winter. Ourfive recordsareabouttypical for thelast10yeas. Althoughuncommonly
seenaslateasDecember,a Swamp Spar ow sesnin late Januarymustbe considered
truly rare.The last Januaryrecordfor this specieswas 10 yearsago.Rose-breasted
Grosbeakis a very rarewinter seaonvisitor indeed. Onewould have to go all the
way backto the BakerValley CBC of 1990 to find a singleoccurrencef this species
(oneof threein over50 seasonsf CBC daa). Thetwo photogrghically documented
recordsfoundthis seasomwereunique

date # town location observer(s)

Spotted Towhee

12-14 1 Conoord Gawins FallsRd.residence M.& R. Swomala

12-16 1 Conoord resdence on Ganvin Fdls Rd. S. Mirick, M. Suomad,
D. Finch, D. Abbott

12-20 1 Grafton Height of Land Rd.reddenc B. Taffe,J. Williams,
G.Renee
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date # town location observer(s)
01-17 1 Grafton Height of Land Rd.resdene G. Renee
02-29 1 Conoord GavinsFallsRd. |. MacLeod,E. Masteson,

American Tree Sparrow

12-@ 2 Kensigton
12-®6 3 Deerfied
12-06 2 BrooKine
12-13 2 Salem
12-14 11 Frankin
12-15 15 Gilsum
12-20 169

12-21 26 Northfield
01-®2 6 Gilmanton
01-07 4 Rye

01-07 9 Chicheser
01-10 1 Exeter
01-11 32 Lacona
01-13 1 Milford
01-2 21 Gilsum
02-6 15 Kensihgton
02-12 13 Gilsum
02-24 8 Lacona
Chipping Sparrow
12-20 1

01-24 1 Northfield
Field Sparrow

01-01 1 Keere
01-30 1 Salem
Savannah Sparrow
01-24 1 Seabrook
01-24 3 Seabrook

Fox Sparrow

12-@ 1 Kensngton
12-@ 1 Newmarket
12-12 2 E.Kingston
01-@ 1 Peterborough
01-0 1 Jaffrey
Song Sparrow

12-14 1 E.Kingston
12-0 32

12-24 2 Newmarket
01-8 1 Nadua
02-28 1 Conoord
Swamp Sparrow

01-2 1 NewCastk

Rt. 107 residence, Sotth Rd.
MountainRd. Ext.
resdence

resdence

River St.

Hammond Hollow Rd.

SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings

cersusroute

Old JonesFarm
WestRd.

Smith Sarbom Rd.
resdence
WildwoodRd.
Federl Hill Rd.
Hammond Hollow Rd.
Rt. 107 residance
Hammond Hollow Road
WildwoodRd.

SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings

Sagen St.

bike pathby WaterSt.
residence

CrossBeach Roal

Rt. 107 residence, Sotth Rd.
Hamel FarmDr.

South Rd.

Union St.

Harling St.

Souh Rd.

SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings

Hamel FarmDr.
resdence
Brochu Nursey

off Rt. 1A

R. Woodward,D. Fallon

G. Gavutis
J.& C.Car
M. Anne
K. Fodsom
J. Williams
M. Wright

P. Hunt

J. Stockwell

B.& H. Blandchard
R.& M. Suomala
G. Prazar

H. Anderson

B. Becker

M. Wright

G. Gavutis Jr.

M. Wright

H. Anderson

P. Hunt

R.& M. Suomala
K. Fosom

S. Mirick, J. Lawrence,
P. Lacmourse,D. Abbat

|. MacLeod,E. Masteson.
R. Woodward,D. Fallon

G. Gavutis

P. Hendrickx

D. Finch,M. Bott
M. Johnson

B. Ellis

D. Finch,M. Bott
P. Hendrckx

J.& B. Ayer
|. MacLeod

S. Mirick
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date # town location observer(s)
White-throated Sparrow

Winter 2 E. Kingston Souh Rd. D. Finch,M. Bott
Winter 4 E.Kingston South Rd. D. Finch,M. Bott
12-@ 3 Kensigton Rt. 107 residence, South Rd. G. Gavutis

12-3 2 Salem resdence K. Fasom

12-18 1 Conaoord GavinsFallsRd. R.& M. Suomala
12-20 12 SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings

01-3 1 Lacona Wildwood Rd. H. Anderson
01-2z7 2 Durham University of NH campis R. Suomah
01-28 2 Kensigton Rt. 107 residence, South Rd. G. Gavutis

02-12 3 Nasua Cloveraed Dr. B. Harris

02-24 1 Lacona WildwoodRd. H. Anderson
02-29 1 Conoord Pottsmouth St R.& M. Suomala
White-crowned Sparrow

12-20 1 SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings

12-2 1 Statham River Road S. Mirick
Dark-eyed Junco

12-@2 5 Kensihgton Rt. 107 residence, Sotth Rd. G. Gavutis

12-20 76 SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings

12-21 11 Northfield cersusroute P. Hunt

01-01 8 Gilsum Hammond Hollow Rd. M. Wright

01-0 5 Exeter resdence G. Prazar

02-06 7 Chicheser Smith Sarbom Rd. R.& M. Suomala
02-29 11 Northfield cersusroute P. Hunt

Lapland Longspur

01-17 13 Hamgon HamptonBeach St. Pk. S. Mirick, J. Lawrence
12-10 1 Jefferson Rt. 115llamafarm D. Govatski

02-8 2 Hampgon HamptonBeach St. Pk. M. Harvey

Snow Bunting

12-66 20 Sandvich fairgrounds T. Vazzano

12-19 4 Holderness Exit 25 cloverled J. Williams

12-20 137
12-26 6 Hamgon
02-28 6 Lacona

SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
HamptonBead St. Pk A.& G. Prazar
WinnipesakeeExpo Centerparkng lot  H. Anderson

02-29 8 Hamgon HamptonBeacdh St. Pk M. Harvey
Rose-breasted Grosbeak

12-0 1 Newton TaralLane P. McFarland

01-10 1 Deny Miltimore Rd.resdence B. Horton

01-24 1 Deny Miltimore Rd.resdene S. Mirick, D. Abbott,

J.Lawrerce,P. Lacourse

I Blackbirds through Finches

ThoughRed-wingej Blackbirdsstart filtering into the stae by late February,onebird
in late Januay was possiblyan over-wintering bird or an unusudly early “spring”
migrant. An adut maleBaltimore Oriole spent aboutonemonthvisiting afeede up
northin Grovedon. The homeowneise up a heatel feeding shdter where the oriole
devoued a steadydiet of mealwoms, orange,cranbery, and suet.Presenty this
recordis underRare Bird Committee review.
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The winter of 2003—2004will be remembered |
as one of the greatRedpoll invasion seaoms.
Comnon Redpol usually occuss on a biannud
irruptive cyde, butonehasto go back to the win-
terof 1993-19940 experienca similar invasion.
This seasn there werealmostdoublethe number
of Common Redpoll records conmpared to 1993
and five timesthe yearly averageof the last 10
yeas. Truly exciting was the large numbe of
reportsof Hoary Redpoll. Thoughthere are some
cortroversies in the taxonomyof this speciespair
and difficulties with their field identificeion, the
15 recordsaccepied by the RareBirds Committee
(RBC) this seasonexceedsrior records by a fac-
tor of three! The recordswere widely distributed
aaossthe stae as well extendingfrom the wilds
of Errolin thefar northeasto Keenein the south
wegd correr of the state. For more than three Hoary Redpoll by James Smith,
weeks the redpollk of Keenewere mog coopera 12.25.03, Keene, NH.
tive. A mixed Redpoll flock closeto downtown
Keene affordedmany birdersobsevations of atleastfour individual Hoary Redpolls,
andtheremay have beenasmanyasten (additiond detailson the Keene Hoarys are
awadting review by the RBC).

Interegingly, abundanceof otherirruptive finches was not uniformly distribuied
aaossthe group.Both RedandWhite-winged Crosshillswerevirtually absent.Pine
Groshakwasfoundin aboutaveragenumbersThere wereaboutthreetimes asmany
recordsfor Pine Siskin asonewould usually exped, althoughthey werenot foundin
large numbers.

date # fown location observer(s)
Red-winged Blackbird
12-9 1 E.Kingston South Rd. D. Finch
01-24 1 Pottsmouth GreatBog S. Mirick, J. Lawrence,
P. LamurseD. Abbat
02-18 16 Salem Brady Ave. M, Harvey
02-20 1 Kensngton Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis Jr.
02-24 1 E.Kingston South Rd. D. Finch
02-2 13 Newmarket Hamel FarmDr. P. Hendrickx
02-29 25 Seabrook Walton Rd. M. Harvey
02-2 1 Hampgon Rt. 101 |. MacLeod,E. Masteson,
R. Woodward,D. Falon
02-29 1 Conoord East SideDr. D.& B. Soule
Rusty Blackbird
12-12 3 Hillshorough Windsa Rd. I. MacLeod,E. Mast&son
01-17 1 Plainfield River Rd.at McNamara’sFarm S, Sturup
Common Grackle
12-31 1 Rye Rt. 1A & ElyrynRd. B. Griffith
01-2 1 Pottsmouth GreatBog S. Mirick
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location

observer(s)

off Wellington Rd.

Cortland Dr.
Walton Rd.
Sagen St.
Hamel FarmDr.
Rt. 28 strip

Nashuamillyard
South Rd.

South Rd.
Windsa Rd.

SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings

Souh Rd.
GreatBay Fam

Currier Hill Rd.
Brady Ave
Hamel FarmDr.

Boot Spur Trail, 3000'
Back Lake Rd. wetlands
Airport Rd.

resdence

date # fown
Common Grackle—continued
02-16 1 Mandeser
02-17 2 Mandeser
02-18 5 Salem

02-290 48 Seabrook
02-2 1 Northfield
02-2 1 Newmarket
02-29 1 Salem

02-2 9 Nasua
02-2 15 E.Kingston
Brown-headed Cowbird
12-8 4 E.Kingston
12-18 1 Hillsborough
12-20 7

01-4 19 E.Kingston
01-24 3 Greenknd
02-07 1 Gilmanton
02-18 25 Salem

02-29 1 Newmarket
Pine Grosbeak

12-28 1 SagentsPurchas
12-9 7 Pittsburg
12-31 1 Jefferson
12-31 13 Columbia
02-26 20 Columbia

Purple Finch

resdence

I. MacLeod,E. Mast&son

E. Masterson,|. MacLeod

M. Harvey

M. Harvey

P. Hunt

P. Hendrickx

|. MacLeod,E. Maste&son,
R. Woodward,D. Fallon

R.Andrews

D. Finch

D. Finch,M. Bott
|. MacLeod

D. Finch,M. Bott

S. Mirick, J. Lawrence,
P. LamurseD. Abbat

J. Stockwell

M. Harvey

P. Hendrckx

J. Stockwell

B. Griffith, M. Harvey
D. Govatski

D. Killam

D. Killam

12-08 1 E.Kingston Souh Rd. D. Finch,M. Bott

01-6 1 Gilsum Hammond Hollow Rd. M. Wright

01-12 1 Hillsborough Windsa Rd. |. MacLeod
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date # fown

location

observer(s)

Red Crossbill
12-14 7 Bethlehem

White-winged Crossbill
12-18 8 Pittsburg
12-29 3 Bethlehem
01-31 9 BearsGrant

Common Redpoll
12-3 1 Hanwock
12-06 1 Hudson
12-06 25 Bristol
12-6 15 Columbia
12-® 15 Hanover
12-10 10 Newmarket
12-12 30 Lacona
12-12 55 Hillsborough
12-14 40 Rye
12-14 35 Hampon
12-19 35 Whitefield
12-20 58

12-20 50 Keere
12-20 70 Gilsum
12-20 25 Newhury
12-3 35 Newlondon
01-00 16 Plymouh
01-®2 150 Sandvich
01-®2 10 Deerfied
01-® 35 Rumney
01-06 68 Stafford
01-0/ 55 Gilmanton
01-11 14 Frankin
01-17 35 Hanover
01-23 10 Deny
01-24 25 Northfield
01-%5 30 Gilmanton
01-31 40 Newhury
0207 125 Barington
02-13 100 Walpole
02-18 20 Weae
02-2 20 Auburn

Hoary Redpoll

12-08 1 Sandwich
12-20 2 Keene
12-24 1 Sandwch
12-29 4 Keene
12-30 3 Ossipee
12-31 1 Sandwch
01-01 1 Sandwch
01-01 4 Keene
01-4 1 Belmont

Trudeau Road wetlands

Deer Mountain Campgound
Trudeau Rd. Ranger Station
Crawford Pah

Antrim Rd.

Old Derry Rd.
WulametRd.

resdence

Balch St.

GreatBay, Bay View Dr.
WildwoodRd.

Windsa Rd.

NH coast

Bicentennal Pak

Whitefield Airport, Cinde Rd.
SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings

bike path

Hammond Hollow Rd.
resdence

PingreeRd.
Cummings St.
Diamond Ledge Rd.
MountainRoad Ext.
Quincy Rd.

Lakeview Dr.
CrystalLake
Ledgeview Overlodk
Bluebery Hill resdene
Ledgenood Dr.
Spiing St.

Currier Hill Rd.
resdence

Alwood Dr., MendumsPmd shore

Merriam Rd.
Peakins Pord WMA
Massdesc Audubon Center

Diamond Ledge Rd.

T. Berriman, D. Govatsk

S. Stoddad, D. Govatki
B. Griffith, M. Harvey
D. Govatski

E. Mastkerson
M. Wright

J. Williams
D. Killam

S. Sturup

S. Mirick

H. Anderson
|. MacLeod
S. Mirick, J. Lawrence
M. Harvey

D. Govatski

B. Griffith

M. Wright

B. Griffith

A.& R.Vernon

J. Williams

T. Vazzano

C.& J.Car

B. Taffe

S. Young

W. Arms

J. Williams

K. Kluge,T. Rosemeier

M. Mensirger

P. Hunt

J. Stockwell

P. Newbern

T.& L. Chase

R.Ritz

G. Gavutis Jr.

|. MacLeod,E. Masteson,
R. Woodward,D. Fallon

T. Vazzano

bike pathbetweenWater & Main St. B. Griffith

Diamond Ledge Rd.

T. Vazzano

bike pathbetweenNater & Main St. B. Griffith, M. Harvey,

Beech River Circle
Diamond Ledge Rd.
Diamond Ledge Rd.

J.Snith, S. Spargenberg
M.& G. McElroy
T. Vazzano
T. Vazzano

bike pathbetweenVater & Main St. B. Griffith

sotth of Winnisquam

M. Suonala
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date # town location observer(s)
Hoary Redpoll—continued
01-06 1 Sandvich Diamond Ledge Rd. T. Vazzano
01-M™ 1 Stafford residence P. Rednond
01-11 2 Keere Water St. RR crossing P. Hunt
01-11 2 Frankin Ledgeview Overlodk by
Franklin FdlsDam J. Williams
01-31 1 Newhury residence P. Newbern
02-03 1 Errol LastChanceHidewayMotel, Rt. 27 M.& J.Halloran
02-06 1 Sandvich Diamond Ledge Rd. T. Vazzano
02-06 1 Hanover Birchview Terraceresdene K. Kluge,T. Rosemeier
02-15 1 Hanover Birchview Terracereddene K. Kluge
02-23 3 Ossipee Beedh River Circle M.& G.McElroy
02-5 1 Newhury residence P. Newbern
02-29 1 Cheger Hillside Haven A. Delorey
Pine Siskin
12-19 3  Gilsum Hammond Hollow Rd. M. Wright
12-31 11 Stafford Lakeview Dr. S. Young
12-31 8 Nottingham Flutter St. S. Moorey
01-00 40 Deny Ledgevood Dr. M. Mensirger
01-01 3 Hillsborough Windsa Rd. I. MacLeod
01-01 5 Plymouh Cummings St. J. Williams
01-24 2 Newmarket Moody Point S. Mirick, J. Lawrence,
P. LaoourseD. Abbat
01-30 15 Hanover Balch St. S. Sturup
02- 2 Windham resdence J. Romano
02-4 6 Newmarket Bay Rd. H. Chary
02-07 60 Kensihgton Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis Jr.
02-2 2 Northfield CraossMill Rd. P. Hunt
02-28 2 Chicheser Smith Sarbom Rd. R.& M. Suomala
02-28 2 Lacona WildwoodRd. H. Anderson
02-28 4  Gilmanton Whispeling PinesRd. K. Pdfy
Evening Grosbeak
12-8 30 Lyman Hurd Hill Rd. S.& M. Turne
12-04 2 E.Kingston South Rd. D. Finch
12-0 27 SatonsRiver CBC-NH sightings
12-20 7 Grafton resdence J. Williams B. Taffe
01-6 10 Hillsborough Windsa Rd. I. MacLeod
01-13 31 Gilsum Hammond Hollow Rd. M. Wright
02-01 7 Newhury resdence P. Newbern
02-2 11 Walpole Merriam Rd. R. Ritz
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KarenAcerno
JayneAllard
RalphAndrews
Marie Anne
WidgeArms

Bill Ayer
Jeanniné\yer
BertramBecker
HelenBlanchad
Chris Carr

Julie Chapin
HankChary
Tom Chase
DonaldClark

H. Cook Anderson
Alan Delorey
JaneDohery
BrendaEllis
DavisFinch
KennethFolsom
Rich Frectete
SusarGalt
GeorgeGavuts Jr.
David Govatski
Ben Griffith
Mark Halloran

Reports for the following species were received in
Winter 2003-04 but not listed.

Herring Gull
GreatBlack-baked Gull
RockPigeon

Mourning Dove

Bared Owl
BeltedKingfishe
Downy Woodpeker
Hairy Woodpeker

Bladk-badkedWoodpecker

Bill Harris
Michaé Harvey
Phil Hendrickx
Lindsay Hedihy
Barbara Horton
Pan Hunt
Margot Johnsn
TedKeene
David Killam
KarenKluge
lain Mad_eod
Eric Magerson
Nang/ May
Megan McElroy
PaulaMcFaland

Michele Mensnger

StephenMirick
Chatie Moreno
Peer Newbern
Kathie Pdfy
Greg Prazar
J.R Stockwell
Pa Redmond
TudorRichads
Lib Ring
Robet Ritz

Northen Flicker
Pileated Woodpeker
Blue Jay

Ameiican Crow
CommonRaven

Bladk-capped Chickadee

Tufted Titmouse
Red-breasted Nuthach

White-breaged Nuthatch

JudyRomano
BrendaSens
Bill Shepard

Christina Shewood

Dot Souk

Dawn Stavros
Stefan Sturup
Barbara Sullivan
Larry Sundetand
Mark Suomah
RebexaSuomala
Bill Taffe

Matt Tar
JeanTewksbury
SandraTurmner
Tony Vazzano
Bob Vernon
JohnWilliams
Mary Wright
Satt Young
Lynn Zeltman

Reporters for Winter 2003-04 N

Some sightings were
taken directy from the

NH.Birdslistserve.

Brown Creeper
Golden-crownel Kinglet
Northem Mockingbird
Europen Staling
Northem Cardind
House Finch
AmericanGoldfinch
House Sparow

Sightings of the spedeslistedabowe occurredin average numbes at expectedlocatiors, weredis-
cusseé in thesummaies,or areecaped exotics.

\Vol. 22,No. 4 « New Hampshie Bird Records

25



Christmas Bird Count Summary 2003-2004

by David Deifik

Statewide Highlights

This year’s Christmas Bird Counts(CBCs) were hdd betwe& December 14, 2003,
and Janwary 5, 2004. The count period is now fixed betweenthos dates. Twenty
cownts weretaken within the state though two of thesewere principally centeredn
Vermont. Sightingsfrom the New Hampshire portion of the Saxton’s River Countare
foundin seaond sumnairies. Datafrom the Barnet,Vermont, countwere unavailable
for theNew Hanpshiresection.Theweathe duringthe countperiodwasmuchmore
coqerativethan last seasonAlmost all of the countswere hdd unde precipitation
free condiions.

In termsof overall resultsthe aggregae numbe of speciecountedwas133.This
wasa definite improvemenbverlag years 122. There were 10 spedes sea in their
highest numbersever comparedo only two lastyea. Numbersof individual count
highswere virtually doubledfrom lag year aswell.

The awad for the outstandingbird foundon a Christma Countwould haveto go
to the Slaty-Baded Gull recordedon the Lee-Durhamcount. The gull madeits first
corfirmed New Hampshireappeaance only afew daysbefore the countand madeits
third andlastappearanceon countday This wasthe first recordedocaurrenceof this
gullin all of New England.This record is presentlyunderreview by the New Hamp
shire RareBirds Committee. The Grafton-Bristol andConrd countsshere the hor
ors for anoher new speciedor any count, each recording a Spottel Towhee These
birdswerethefirstandsecondNew Hampshre staterecordsfor this westerncounter
partof the EasernTowhee.

Inland waterfowl numbes were just
aveaage after a few seasms of some
outdanding counts In other highlights
the Peteborough-Harcock count
recorded the first Long-eaed Owl in
six yeas. Only one Peregme Fdcon
was seen in the state, the first for the
Nashuacount ThefirstAtlanic Puffin
on a countfor 21 years was recorded
"4 onthelslesof Shods count Notable
Spotted Towhee by Stephen R. Mirick, 12-17-04, was the virtuad absence of Winter
Concord, NH. Wren this year. The only recod was a

single bird seen on the Lake Sunapee
count. Comparethisto thesevenindividualsseenlastyearandninetheyear before A
Varied Thrush, an outsendingwegern vagrant,was recordel on the Lake Sunapee
count for thefirsttime. Thisis thefirst Christmas countrecordin the state in the last
23 yeas. Nashua Lee-Duham,andHanoverrecrded single Bohemian Waxwings.
This would hardly predictthe outdanding seasorfor this speciesto come,startingin
lateJanuay. A Lincoln’s Sparrowon the Seacoat countwas thefirst for any countin
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six seasoa. Finaly, thefour Hoaly Redpollsseenonthe Keeneand Sandwich counts
were the first of this speciesto be recorded on these countsin 26 yeas and a high
numbe for the season—indeeda tantalizing hint of the Hoary Redpoll invason to
cone.

Individual Count Highlights

Nashua-Hollis

* New statecounthigh: CamlinaWren

* Firstcownt record: GreatCormoiant, Peregrind=dcon

» Counthigh: Ring-ne&ed Duck, Wild Turkey, Bald Eagle, Cooper’'sHawk, Red-

tailed Hawk, Great Black-backedGull

Besdesbeng first for this court, the PeregrineFalcan was the sole individual
reportedin the state. Sharp-shinng Hawk tied the previous counthigh. Red-bdlied
Woodpeker tied thepreviousstatehigh set in Nashuan 2000.Ring-ne&edDuckand
Northern Saw-whetOwl were reported for only the second time on this count.
Nashua’scountwas oneof only three to recordBohemianwaxwingthis year.

Peterborough-Hancock

« Firstcount record: Long-eared Owl

e Counthigh: Bald Eagle CommonRaven, Tufted Titmouse

ThelLong-eared Owl wastheonly individud reported onanycountthisyea. It has
notbeenreportel onanycountin six years.Red-bdlied Woodpekertied the previous
count high. A single CarolinaWren provided only thethird countrecord.

Keene

* Firstcowunt record: Hoaly Redpoll

» Counthigh: Wild Turkey, AmericanKestrel (seondreard), Hairy Woodpecker,
Tufted Titmouse AmericanTree Sparow, CommonRedpoll

HoaryRedpolltiedthe staterecod of two for an individual count.

Hoary Redpoll by James Smith, 12-28-03, Keene, NH.
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Seacoast

* New stae counthigh: Cooper’'sHawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Rock Pigeon, Eastern
Screeh-Owl, HornedLark, Northen Cardinal

« Counthigh: Mallard, Barred Owl, Northern Saw-whetOwl, American Goldfinch

» Seondcountrecord: Lincoln’s Sparow

The Seaoastcounthadan outdandingsix newstate highs.TheLincoln’s Sparow
wasthe first on any countin six years. Otherhighlightsamongthe 14 speciesexdu-
sive to the Seaoast Countthis yearwere Northemn Pintail, a Double-creted Cor-
morant, SavannahSparrow, Swamp Sparrow, White-acowned Sparrow Eagern
Meadowlark,andComnon Grackle.

Isles-of-Shoals

* New statecounthigh: Razobill
* Firstcownt record: Fox Sparow
» Secondcountrecord:Harlequin Duck (andcounthigh), Black-cappedChickadee
Dark-eyel Junco
An Atlantic Puffin providel the first Christmascountrecrd in 21 years. Black-
legedKittiwake wasonly seenon this count.

Lee-Durham

» New statecountrecord: Slaty-backed Gull
» Seondcountrecord: ShowGoose
e Count high: Wild Turkey, Coopers Hawk, PileatedWoodpeckerAmerican
Robin, Europea Stafling, Yellow-rumpedwWarbler,CommonRedpoll
Lee-Durhans countwas oneof only threeto record a single Bohamian Waxwing
andtheonly countto havelLes®r Black-backedGull.

Concord

* New statecountrecord: Spotted Towhee(honorssharedwith Grafton-Bristol)
« Counthigh: Wild Turkey, Rok Pigeon, White-breastel Nuthach, Ruby-crowred
Kinglet, Europea Starling
Two Great Horned Owils tied the previous count high. Downy and Hairy Wood-
pecker, aswell asNorthernCardind, wereonly afew shyof counthighs

Laconia-New Hampton

* Seondcountrecord:Hoary Redpoll

* Counthigh: CommonRaven

GreatCormorant wasreorded for only the third time. PileatedWoodpeker and
Ceda Waxwing were very closeto previous counthighs.The only Barrow’s Golden
eye for any countthis yearwasalso found.
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Hanover-Norwich

* New statecounthigh: Black-capped Chickadee CedarWaxwing

» Counthigh: CommonMerganer, Bald Eagle

FourNorthernShrikestied the previouscounthigh. HoodedM ergansr and Tufted
Titmousewerealmostequalto previouscounthighs.CommonRedpoll hadits second
beg countaswell. Hanover’'scount was oneof only threeto record asingle Bohemian
Waxwing this year.

Baker Valley

» Counthigh: GreatBlack-backed Gull, Black-cappedChickadee,Tufted Tit-
mouse Red-breastedNuthatd, White-breasted Nuthatd, Goldencrowned
Kinglet, American TreeSparrow CommonRedpoll

HoaryRedpollwasrecodedfor thethird time.

Littleton

Though Littleton didn’t set any new count highs, CommonRavenand Red-
breastedNuthach wereseenin their second bestnumbes. A Cooper’'sHawk wasseen
for only thefourth time onthe count.

Grafton-Bristol

* New statecountrecord: Spotted Towhee(honorssharedwvith Concord)

« Firstcountrecord: Wild Turkey, Shap-shinned Hawk, Coope’s Hawk, Red-bel
lied Woodpeker, CarolinaWren, SongSparow

e Count high: Mallard, Ruffed Grouse, Common Loon, Horned Grebe, Rock
Pigeon Mourning Dove

Errol-Umbagog

Althoughno counthighswere set, Errol tallied its seond highest court of Mourn
ing Dove.Theonly GrayJayin the statethis yearwas also found on this count.

Pittsburg

« Counthigh: CommonRaven
Bald Eaglewasrecordedfor only thethird time for the count.

North Conway

* Firstcount record: Turkey Vulture, Bald Eagle
 Counthigh: CanadaGoos, Ruffed Grouse Wild Turkey, Red-tailedHawk, Hairy
Woodpecke CommonRaven,CommonRedpoll
Besidesbeinga first countrecon, the Turkey Vulture wasthe only onefound on
any countthisyear.
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Lake Sunapee

* Firstcowunt record: Northern Goshawk, Varied Thru sh
* Seondcountrecord: NorthernFlicker, Wood Duck
» Counthigh: Wild Turkey, Downy Woodpecke Black-cgppedChickadeeTufted
Titmouse Red-brastedNuthatch,White-breasted Nuthatch.
Sunape’s Varied Thrush was the first recorded on any countin 23 years! Winter
Wrenwasrecordal for thethird time. The only Winter Wrenin the statethis year was
foundontheLake Sunape&ount.

Manchester

* Firstcount record: Wild Turkey

» Seondcountrecord: Ring-nedked Pheaant, Merlin, Barred Owl

» Counthigh: Coopefs Hawk, Mourning Dove,Downy Woodpe&ker, Hairy Wood-
pecker,Northen Flicker, Pileated Woodpe&er, Blue Jay, Black-capped Chick-
adee, Tufted Titmouse,White-breasted Nuthatch, Golden-ecowned Kinglet,
AmericanRobin, NorthernMockingbird, Cedar Waxwing, American Tree Spa-
row, Snov Bunting, Northern Cardind, HouseFinch, CommonRedpoll, Pine
Siskin,American Goldfinch,House Sparow

Sandwich

« Seondcountrecord: Hoodal MerganserGrea Horned Owl

« Counthigh: CommonRaven, Tufted Titmouse White-breastedNuthach, Ameri-
canTreeSparrow CommonRedpoll, Hoary Redpoll(se@nd countrecord)

Red Crossbil was recaded for thethird time

Vermont Counts: We were unable to obtainresultsfrom the BarnetCBC, which
extends into New Hampshire.Repots for the New Hampshiresedion of Saxton’s
River CBC arein theregularseasonistings.
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Christmas Bird Count Compilers

1 Pittsburg Davi d Govat ski

2 Errol - Unbagog Chris Martin

3 Littleton Davi d Govat ski

4 North Conway Tin Mn. Conservation Ctr.
5 Baker Valley Nor t ham Parr

6 Hanover - Norwi ch Walter Ellison & Nancy Martin
7 Laconi a- New Hanpt onPam Hunt

8 Concord Robert Quinn

9 Lee- Dur ham St ephen Mrick

10 Coast al Davi d Donsker

11 Keene Robert Ritz

12 Pet er bor ough- Hancock Dave Rowel |

13 Nashua-Hollis Ral ph Andr ews

14 Lake Sunapee Gary Stansfield

15 Saxton s River, VT Donald Cark

16 Manchester John Munier &

Dorothy Fitch
17 Isles of Shoals Garth & Megan

McEl r oy
18 Sandwi ch Tony Vazzano
& Susan W ey
19 Barnet, VT Charlie Browne
20 Grafton-Bristol Phred Benham —  [~OR gf

Piermont

oord [ TS A - -
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104th Christmas Bird Count: Dec. 14, 2003 - Jan. 5, 2004

species Nshua Petrb Keene Coast Isles LeeDu Cncrd
Snow Goose - - - 2 - 1 -
Canada Goose 706 8 71 3454 1 697 110
Mute Swan - - - 50 - - -
Wood Duck -

American Wigeon - - - 14 - - -
American Black Duck 47 1 16 916 20 397 3
Mallard 617 3 46 1439 - 556 63
Northern Pintail - - - 4 W -
Ring-necked Duck 2 - - 1
Greater Scaup - 232 - -
Common Eider 52 500

Harlequin Duck 1 12

Surf Scoter 196 15

White-winged Scoter 248 9

Black Scoter 84 -

Long-tailed Duck 141 10 -
Bufflehead - 71 - 260 -
Common Goldeneye 4 540 25 40 21
Barrow’s Goldeneye - - W - - -
Hooded Merganser 1 8 2 1 1
Common Merganser 50 47 32 - 11 41
Red-br. Merganser - - - 164 21 13 -
Ring-necked Pheasant 1 1 2 - - - -
Ruffed Grouse 3 10 7 1 9 2
Wild Turkey 71 109 115 35 - 56 64
Red-throated Loon - - - 14 1 - -
Common Loon 1 128 20 7

Horned Grebe 47 - -
Red-necked Grebe 32 -

Northern Gannet 6 5

Double-cr. Cormorant - 1 -

Great Cormorant *1 15 20 -
Great Blue Heron 5 12 - 2
Turkey Vulture - - - - -
Bald Eagle 4 2 1 2

Northern Harrier - - - 2 CW -
Sharp-shinned Hawk 6 1 w 9 4 2
Cooper’s Hawk 8 1 - *13 6 1
Northern Goshawk - - 1 - -
Accipiter sp. 2 -

Red-shouldered Hawk [ - - -
Red-tailed Hawk 46 5 **67 32 12
Rough-legged Hawk - - 3 - -
American Kestrel 2 2 2 1

Merlin - - 1 -

Peregrine Falcon *1 -

Killdeer - 1

Sanderling 5 -

Purple Sandpiper 90 368

Dunlin 80 -
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Total
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\Vol. 22,No. 4 « New Hampshie Bird Records

33



104th Christmas Bird Count (continued)

species Nshua Petrb Keene Coast Isles LeeDu Cncrd
Slaty-backed Gull - - - ] -
Bonaparte’s Gull - 23 25 - -
Ring-ﬁilled Gull 332 - 479 1 367 21
Herring Gull 3033 1 3430 621 10000 33
Iceland Gull 2 - 3 3 8 -
Lesser Bla.-bac. Gul - - - 2

Glaucous Gull 1 1 1 3 -
Great Bla.-bac. Gull 1092 - 297 149 904 1
Gull sp. - 23 - - - -
Bla.-leg. Kittiwake - 25

Common Murre - 1

Razorbill 6 **53

Black Guillemot 2 23

Atlantic Puffin - 1

Alcid sp. - - - - 22 - -
Rock Pigeon 848 197 121 **1961 549 888
Mourning Dove 575 303 185 996 403 310
Eastern Screech-owl - - - **4 - -
Great Horned Owl CW 7 3 2
Barred Owl 1 2 8 3 1
Long-eared Owl - *1 - - -
N. Saw-whet Owl 1 - - 2 - -
Belted Kingfisher 3 - 1 6 1 3
Red-bel. Woodpecker 11 2 - 4 2 -
Downy Woodpecker 120 81 47 120 77 71
Hairy Woodpecker 52 65 35 30 25 45
Northern Flicker 6 - - 22 1 5 -
Pileated Woodpecker 4 10 4 8 9 1
Northern Shrike 3 3 - 4 - 1
Gray Jay - - - - - -
Blue Jay 514 508 387 748 511 408
American Crow 837 156 148 836 516 344
Common Raven cw 17 5 1 3 2
Horned Lark - - 25 **567 12 4
Black-cap. Chickadee 758 974 568 831 1 853 570
Boreal Chickadee - - - - - -
Tufted Titmouse 231 145 86 186 170 114
Red-br. Nuthatch 53 34 22 7 38 66
White-br. Nuthatch 190 176 78 169 155 97
Brown Creeper 15 8 4 8 11 11
Carolina Wren **8 1 2 5 3

Winter Wren - - - - -

Marsh Wren - - - 1 - -
Golden-cr. Kinglet 15 17 2 33 36 8
Ruby-cr. Kinglet - - - - - 3
Eastern Bluebird 35 22 27 5
Hermit Thrush - - - 3 - -
American Robin 386 3 7 495 191 17
Varied Thrush - - - - - -
N. Mockingbird 61 113 43 16
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LeniaHnovrBkrVl  Ltlin - Grfin Errol  Ptisb NCnw LSunp Manch Sandw  Total
- - - 48
210 - - - 36 1 1447
78 3 7 2 407 17615
- - - - - 16
2

- - - - - - 6
50 44 13 7 1 159 2717
- - - - - - 23
25

1

59

25

1

- - - - - - - - - - 22
164 697 120 215 76 - 1 140 147 718 3 6845
258 195 104 85 55 25 30 131 1M1 371 114 4251
- - - - - 2 14
3 3 1 cw 1 5 28
- - - - - - 1
- - W - 3
1 1 - - 1 - 17
- - - - *1 - - - - - 1 21
90 91 21 27 25 3 2 44 45 74 62 1000
29 40 26 48 15 7 1 47 26 42 54 587
- - - - - - - - 1 2 - 37
13 ) 2 5 1 1 5 cw 3 4 76
- 4 - - - 1 - - - 2 18
- - - - - 1 - - - - - 1
323 228 98 125 113 34 8 112 242 491 126 4976
2541509 39 89 19 16 12 90 61 416 22 5364
17 24 10 78 12 6 97 81 7 4 21 385
- - - - - - - - - 5 613
1395**27881147 541 717 251 287 692 1191 659 1020 15243
- - - 2 - - 3 - - - 16 21
139 122 47 - 18 - - 11 41 186 75 1571
25 127 59 68 16 43 14 39 78 8 73 770
145 162 74 25 56 5 1 65 65 110 178 1751
9 16 1 5 3 4 2 2 3 4 10 116
1 - - - *1 - - - - - - 21
- - 1 1
29 22 24 61 19 5 2 17 35 24 37 386
W 89

- - - - - 3
20 21 1 - 80 1T 1222
- - - - *1 - - 1
7 2 1 1 37 281
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104th Christmas Bird Count (continued)

species Nshua Petrb Keene Coast Isles LeeDu Cncrd
European Starling 1295 370 136 2657 31 7351 3156
Bohemian Waxwing 1 - - - - 1 -
Cedar Waxwing 359 29 454 39 171 57
Ylw.-rumped Warbler - - - 5 2 -
Spotted Towhee - - **
Eastern Towhee - - - W - -
Am. Tree Sparrow 290 68 271 774 213 163
Chipping Sparrow - - - - - -
Field Sparrow 2 1

Savannah Sparrow - - 1 -

Fox Sparrow - 1 - - *1 - -
Song Sparrow 39 4 5 171 4 27 6
Lincoln’s Sparrow - - - 1 - - -
Swamp Sparrow - - - 2 - -
White-thr. Sparrow 23 1 4 61 14 2
White-cr. Sparrow - - - 1 - - -
Dark-eyed Junco 511 71 155 498 1 107 113
Lapland Longspur - - - 1 - - -
Snow Bunting 20 - 6 75 7 7 1
Northern Cardinal 131 34 51 **224 2 104 59
Red-winged Blackbird 1 - 1 2 - - -
Eastern Meadowlark - - 2 - -
Rusty Blackbird 5 1 2
Common Grackle - 10 - -
Br.-headed Cowbird - W 3

Pine Grosbeak 5 - - - -

Purple Finch 5 2 27 6 1 -
House Finch 168 1 109 619 153 179
Red Crossbill - - - - - -
Whi.-wing. Crosshill - - - - - - -
Common Redpoll 344 99 183 180 1 309 159
Hoary Redpoh) - - *2 - - - -
Pine Siskin 10 8 3 9 5 3
American Goldfinch 495 243 209 900 452 362
Evening Grosbeak - 6 4 - Ccw -
House Sparrow 791 112 58 2034 647 345
Number of Species 64 44 48 104 34 65 54
Number of Participants 42 35 19 36 25 27 13

Total Number of Species Across all CBCs: 133

CW = Count Week

Nshua = Nashua-Hollis (12/27/2003)

Petrb = Peferborough-Hancock (12/20/2003)
Keene = Keene (12/14/2003)

Coast = Seacoast (12/20/2003)

Isles = Isles-of-Shoals (12/21/2003)

LeeDu = Lee-Durham (12/27/2003)

Cnerd = Concord (12/14/2003)

*=New species to count
**=New count high for the state
New individual count high
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LeniaHnovrBkrVI  Liltn  Grfin Errol  Pitsb NCnw LSunp Manch Sandw  Total
560 877 29 78 71 9 196 182 1525 81 18604
- 1 - - - - - - - - 3
582**959 21 20 76 216 26 3009
**'l 2
109 207 59 21 18 5 13 44 67 170 51 2543
- QW - - - - - - - - - 0
- 3
1
- - - - 2
1 5 *1 8 1 272
- - - - 1
- - - - - 2
9 5 1 1 2 2 125
44 132 9 12 ) 1 4 12 27 235 8 1946
- 275 - cw 1 - 5 180 - 577
50 65 10 4 - 5 18 110 5 872
- - - - - - - 1 5
- 2
- 8
- W 10
30 - - - 33
- W 13 - 18
- - - 3 - 3 - - 2 49
113 130 2 4 1 - 99 70 6 1654
- - - 35 - - - - - 4 39
- 1 - - cw - 12 4 - - - 17
706 603 370 191 - 34 55 332 171 105 552 4394
1 - 1 - - - - - - 2 6
13 46 4 4 - 6 - 8 11 130
238 319 31 30 49 - 10 81 407 93 3919
- 154 24 48 21 6 11 4 - - 278
446 385 29 3 110 - 51 86 849 5946
49 49 32 38 35 22 26 36 37 49 40
27 28 10 13 8 4 5 39 10 20 22
Lenia = Laconia-New-Hampton (1/4/2004)
Hnovr = Hanover-Norwich (1/1/2004)
BkrVI = Baker-Valley (1/3/2004)
Ltlin = Littleton (12/14/2003)
Grftn = Grafton-Bristol (12/21/2003)
Errol = Errol-Umbagog (12/17/2003)
Pitsb = Pittsburg (12/18/2003)
NCnw = North-Conway (12/30/2003)
LSunp = Lake-Sunapee (12/20/2003)
Manch = Manchester (12/20/2003)
Sandw = Sandwich (12/28/2003)
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Spotlight on Dickcissel (Spiza americana)

by Eric Masterson

Background

Dickcisse, formerly knownasBlack-throatedBunting,
isamemter of thefamily Emberizdaeandis mostclosely
related to buntings, grosbeakscadinds, and tanaers.
Dickcisselbrealsonly in the United States andwintersin
Centraland SouthAmerica, primaily in Venezuéa. Its
populaion deaeasedsignificantly from 1966—19780 an

. S Dickcissel by Stephen R. Mirick,
estimated6 million individuals,as measurel at Venezue 0.26.03, Pease Golf Course,

lanroostsitesin 1993. Portsmouth, NH.

Breeding Status

Brealing is primarily centered on the prairie grassands of North America. The
core breedng range extendsfrom North Dakotaand Minnesta south to Texasand
from Colorado in thewestto Ohio, Kentucky, andTennessein theeas. There are no
doaumentedecordsof breedingn New Hampshire althoughthe speciesoccursspo
radically duringthe breedingseasores closeaswesternNew York andwesternNew
Jasey.

Ocaurrence in New Hampshire

A comprehasivesearchof therecordsdatingbad to 1963uncovered®17 reports
of Dickcisseé involving 265 individuds (Figure 1). It hasoccurred almost annually
(averagingfour out of five yearsduring thelast40 years),with mog reardsinvolving
singlebirds.

Figure 1. DickcisselRecodshby Yearin New Hampshire, 1963—2002.
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Dickcissé has beenrecodedprimarily asafall migrantin New Hampshirewith a
strong peak occurrenceduring October (Figure 2), but with substantiaihumbers
ocaurring from SepemberthroughDecenber,althoughmany recordsfrom December
throughApril may referto lingeringindividuals. It is a very rarespring migrant with
fewerthan10recordssince1963.

Recordsarewell distributedacross the southerrhalf of the state biasel somewhat
towardsthe seaoast (Figure 3).

Finding Dickcissé in New Hampsire is much moreof arare eventthanit usel to
be in the 1960sand early 1970s.1t hasdramatically declined since 1960 whenthe
numbe of recordswould indicatethe status of scarcefall migrant.It mustnow be
corsideredarareoccurrenceo seethis bird in the state.

Comments

The postbreading nomadic tenden@sof thespecieg Temple,1995)mayaccountn part
for its reguar ocaurrencein the state. Dickcissel may havebredin New Hampshie in the
19th ard early 20th centurywhen the per@ntageof gras¢andin the regionwasfar higher
than it is today, although there are no reports to substantiateéhis specubtion. Breeding
recodsfrom Massabusets from 1835to 1877(Birds of Massachusetissuppot this view.

The dramaic declinein occurenceof Dickcisselin New Harmpshire since 1960is mir-
roredby a 30%declineof theworld population since1966,with the popuation stabiizing
since 197 atabou two-thirds of the 1966 level.

While New Hampshire may neveraggin be clearedto open pastire reniniscentof the
early 190G, onecanstill hope to hearthe songof the Dickcissel,asVeraHebet did in
NewHampbnonOctdoer8, 196Q Indeed thiswasoneof 22 reports of Dickcissd in New
Hamponbetweerl963and1985, nosmell coincidenceayiventhatVera,wholived in New
Hampon, wasone of the mostacive contemporanpbirders.Suchrepats provide further
prodf, if it werenecessarghatoneneeddonly to stepoutsdethefront door to experierce
good birding atthattime.

Figure 2. Dickdssd Recordsoy Monthin New Hampshire 1963—2002.
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Figure 3. Distribution of Recordsof Dickcisselin New Hampshire, 1963—-2002.
Legend

, Coast .. 58 records

Concord .. 19 records
@ Great Bay .. 22 records
New Hampton .. 22 records

@ [sles of Shoals .. 10 records

®  Single records
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Winter Birding in the Lakes Region

by JohnWill iams

TheLakes Regbon of cential New Hampshirehas manyexcdlent birding opportuni
tiesduring the winter. For those hardy soulswilli ng to venture out in any wedher,
thereare areasof openwaterthattend to concentrate nicerangeof waterfowl. Many
of thesesites are very closeto the Route 3 corridor from Laconiato Franklin. I'll
degribe a hdf-day (or longe) trip alongthis routethatoften providesexcellentwin-
terbirdingin central New Hampshire

Franklin and West Franklin have openwater. The PempewassetRiver and the
Winnipesauke River mergehereto form the Merrimack. From Cental Streetin
Franklin (alsocdled Routes3 and11), take River Stree southaboutonehalf mile to
abrick building (the sewaggumpingstation)on ashortdeal-end road whereparking
is available (se= #1 on map). Peoplewalk with their dogshereall winter becausehe
volume of traffic is low; birdersare welcome Likely birds at this site are wintering
Bald Eagles, Common Goldeneyesoccasioné Barrow’s Goldeneye, Hooded and
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CommonMergansers,LesserScaup American Black Ducks Mallards and Buffle-
heals. The area aong the shoeline has a variety of fruiting shrubs,which provide
winter food to Mockingbirds, Northern Cardinals,Ceda Waxwings and oftenlinger-
ing sparowsof variousspeciesThe dam in WestFranklin alsousudly has arangeof
dudks,includingall of theabove(see#2).

Tilton Proceed eastalong Route 3 and just east of 1-93 take the first right onto
Route 140, which will leadto the Winnipesauke River Bridge (#3). This areaoften
hasroostinggulls andthe likelihood of finding the occadond IcelandGull mixed in
with the more common GreatBlack-badked Gulls, Ring-billed Gulls, and Herring
Gulls. It is anothergoodareato find some of therarerduck species In winter 2004a
female Barrow's Goldeneyefed in the river for severalweeksalong with Common
Goldeneyes.The roadhasmodeatdy wide shouldes on ead side for parking,and
dependingon the snowdepth,there are someturnouts.

Returnbad to Route3 andcontinueeast.Silver Lake readedby aright handturn
abaut two mileseastof 1-93, is keptopen by a powergeneation dam(#4), wherethere
isparking. Thenorthernendof thelakehasa smallisland onwhich Bald Eaglesroost.
Normdly, fish-eting ducks(ratherthan dabblers)popukte the area but sometimes
both arehere, andoncein a while there are Hornedand Red-necked Grebes Belted
Kingfishas aresonetimesableto winter over.River Streetfollows theriver abovethe
damfor aboutonehalf mile. This stretch seldom freezesand oftenacaimulates large
numbes of goldenges(bothtypeg and mergansergothtypes. In thelast five years,
I've seenmore Barrow's Goldeneys in this stretchthan anywhee elsein the Lakes
Region.River Roal returnsyouto Route3.

Sanbornton Continueto headnortheas alongRoute3 andmake a left hand turn
ontoBay Street immediatelybefore the Lake Winnisquambridge Thefirst right turn
off Bay Streetis Lower Bay Roal, which skirts same of the shae of Lake Win-
nisquam. This shdlow sectionof thelake (#5) often attrads largerafts of diving and
dalbling dudksin Decemberandinto early Januay. It is quitecommonto seeseveral
hundrel feeding at one time. Both scaup, both goldenges both mergan®rs, occa
siond Ring-necked Ducks,and (rarely) Canvabak are seen here.CommonLoons
are usuallyfound and HornedGrebes makean occasiond appeaance.Unfortunately,
paking opporunitiesarelimited, epedally when therearesnowbanks.Anotherwed
side view point onto Lake Winnisquan can be found at the Sanborntortown beach,
locaedon Doctor True Road,andher mile and a half out Lower Bay Road.

LaconiaReurnto Route3 andcrossoverthe Lake WinnisquamBridge, continue
roughly 2 miles toward Laconia.Passby Lake Winnisquam, thenturn left on either
Bay Street or Far Street. On the left is Dixon Point (#6), which hasa well-known
Bald Eagleperd treeatthelocationwheretheWinnipesauke River enters Lake Win-
nisquanm. It is also a spotof openwater thatoftenhas thefull rangeof aforementioned
waterfowl. This is oneof the siteswhere Great Cormoranthas been seenin threeof
the lastfour years.

Continuing along Route 3 brings you to OpecheeBay, which usually has open
water atits outlet and alsoatits inlet by the Lakeportdam (#7). The Lakeport damsite
frequentlyis a gull roostwherethe occaiond GlaucousGull will visit. In latewinter
2004,PamHuntfound17 speciesof waterfow here, including NorthernShovelerand
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Long-tadled Ducks.In theeveningandonweekendsit is easyto parkin theareabd ow
thedamin Lakeportin thevariousbusinesparking lotstha areunusedatthosetimes.

PaugusBay is reachedby continuingalong Route 3. The docksat BurgerKing
often have largenumbersof gulls roosting,includingrarergulls. At theinlet in Weirs
Beach, diving ducksandComma Loons canbefound.

Gilford Lily Pond (#8), nea the Laconia Airport, usudly freezesfairly early.
Whenice-free however,it is a favored stopove for many dabblingand diving ducks
(induding a par of Redheadsn 2002) and often Green-wingedTeal, Ring-necked
Ducks, andbothspecesof scaup.

JohnWilliamsis a membeiof the ASNHPemigevassetChaptr. He has workedas
a forestrytechnician ontheWhiteMountainNational Foreg for ove 30years He has
bee an active birder for mostof that time, and enjoys watching watefowl on the
lakes during thefall, winter and spring.

The Backyard Birder

We were intrigued by the following piece we receivedfrom Tom Chas and it
prompted us to look into the behavor he descrbed. Lindsay Herlihy, one of New
Hampshire Audubon’s Volunteer Naturalists, repats back on the resuts of her
research.—Ed.

Unusual Behavior from a Red-breasted Nuthatch
by TomChase

The Redbreased Nuthatchiis one of my favorite birds, so when both a mae and
female“Little Red,” asl like to call them, regopearedat my feederson October23,
2003, after a long summerabsencel was mostpleasedLike many birders,| take
great delight in watchingtheir anics—they seemperfectly comfortable hanging
updde down, sometimescircling completely over and under a brarch—and their
squeaky “tin horn” calls are alwaysa welcomesound.

Red-breast@ Nuthatchesare not shy of humansand havealighted on the feeder
while | wasin theprocessof filling it. Onae onelandedon my hat,impatientfor meto
get onwith it.

I happenedo notice the following day tha the mde was making repeatedswift
tripsto thefeeder outsdeourdiningroomwindow. He'd grab asunflowerseedandfly
off, alwaysin the samedirection almostasif he were bringing food to young—but
surely notin October.A minutelater,he’d bebad at thefeeder.| wentto anothemwin-
dowto seeif | could figure outwhat Little Red was up to.

Our housesits on the shoreof Mendum’sPondin a hemlock and mixeddeciduous
forest. Becausethereis little topil, | had spread wood chipsunderthe clothedine
and otherareasto providebetterfootingandprevent erosion.To my surprie, thelittle
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Red-breased was cachingthe seals unde the wood chips. He'd pushasidea chip
with his beak, se downthe seed,cover it with the chip, and dash back to the feeder.
He engagedn the sameactivity the next moming.

Sincethenl havecheckedn anumberof bird books but havefoundno mentionof
Red-brasedNuthachescachingfood, althoughjaysandothe speciedoit.

Tomis a retired airlin e pilot, agiring writer, and amateurbirder. He haspartici-
pated in a numbe of ASNHactivities including Isles of Shoalstrips, ChristmasBird
Counts,and Peregrine Wetch. He writes a bi-monthlycolumnin the Rochater Times
called“Bird Notes.”

About Caching Behavior in Red-breasted Nuthatches
: by Lindsay Herlihy

As a young birder, | immediately fell in love with
Red-breasted Nuthacheswhentheybegan visiting our
backyard suet feedeas about three yeas ago. Their
engagng behavior and high-pitched chater simply
cgptured my heart. Sincethen,my knowledgeof birds
has grown exponatially (many thanks to the helpful
staf members at New Hanpshire Audubon).While |
have neve acudly witnes®d the caching behaviorof
the Red-breasted Nuth&ch, | was able to find someref-
erencestha discuse it.
e L1 Accordng to The Sibey Guide to Bird Life and
’;ed'.b’ easted Nuthatch Behavor, “I n fall andwinter, nuthatchesstore nuts and
y Lindsay Herlihy . . .
invertebratesin cachesfor future consumptobn. These
storage sites,which aredispersednd oftenhold only oneseea percace,arelocaed
in bark crevicesandunderbranchesandare often coveed with bark lichens moss
and snow” Cades canalsobelocatedin thesmadl holescreded by sapsickers.Red-
brestedNuthachesin YosemiteNational Park havealso bea seen caching seedsn
cracksin granite walls hundredsof feet abovethe ground(Gainesl1988).Also, in Life
Histories of North AmericanNuthatches Wrens,Thrashes, and Ther Allies, Francis
Zirrer wrote, “They [the RedbreastedNuthatchs] aregrea hoarderswhich...occa
sionaly leads to amusinginciderts. The woodpeckers, esgecially Hairy, watch the
hoading with greatinterest,and,assoon as the nuthatd leavesto get anotherpiece,
fly to theplaceand appropriatehemorsel.” This behaviorwasalsonotedin TheBirds
of North Ameica: Life Histories for the Twenty-first Century It addstha the “ Red-
breastedNuthach’s habi of caching seedsmay be animportantdispasal mechanism
for various conifer speciesbut also of plant parasitessuch as dwaf mistletoe.”
(Punte andGilbert1989).
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LindsayHerlihy is a fifteen-year-old NewHampshirenative whowasraisedto love
nature. Sheis currently a Voluntee Naturalist at the Silk Farm AudubonCenterin
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Golden Eagles in New Hampshire - Are there
more around?

by lain MacLeod

In the fall of 2003, while conductingmy annu& hawkwatches in New Hampshire)
observel three Golden Eagles(Aquila chysagos) from three different hawkwatch
sites in southcental andsouthwestNew HampshireThis s threetimesmy usud fall
tally, andalthoughthe samplesizeis, admittally, extremelylow, it doesbeg theques
tion, “are moreGoldenEaglesmigraing throughNew Hampshireandif so,why?”

Statusin New Hampshire

The GoldenEagle is a rare bird in New
Harmpshire.Indeead throughoutthe northeast
its breedingstatus borderson “absent.” The
Atlas of Breeding Birds in New Harmpshire
(Foss,1994)refers to acive nestsin thelate
1800s,and one nest in the Lake Umbagog
region supported a pair in the 1950s, per-
hgps aslate as 1962 ,buttherearenorecads
of young beng produed anywherein the
state sinee 1956.Therearereportsfrom the
White Mountains in Juneand Juy of 1966
and the summerandfall of 1971,butduring
the Atlas survey years (1981-186) no
breeding activity wasrecordedin the state

Golden Eagle by lain C. Macleod
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(Foss,1994).Golden Eaglesarerecorded in smdl numbersn New Hampshireannu
ally duringboth springandfall migration.

Statusin Eastean Canadaand Maine

The populaion of breedng Golden Eades appeas to be increasingin Easten
Caradaand consstently larger numbers havebeensesn in recent years at esstern
hawkwatchsites (Wheekr, 2003).A substantial numberbreed in the northernpart of
Labrador and summeing birds are recordedin New Brunswick and Cape Breton
Perinsulain NovaScota. Fewerthan tenpairs breedin thenorthernpartof Ontarbo. It
is the northen portionsof the province of Quebectha hold thelarge$ breedingpop-
ulation in the east. Recentestimats concludedthat 200 pairs and400 juvenilesand
swbadultsinhabt Quebedn thesummenWheder, 2003).

In the northeastrn United Staes only Maine hashdd nesting pairs in recent
deadesThelastpair atemptedandfailedto breedin 1997andhadfailed to produce
youngin eac of the previousl3yeas! Only three younghave bea producedn the

Table 1. Year # Date Location
An analysisof 1991 1 07129 Boscawen
sightingsin 1992 1 0503 Deering
New Hanpshre, 1992 1 0924 Strafford
1991-2003, 1993 1 09716 Deering
fromthe 1993 | 1 | 1oM4 Hookeet
gif(‘j"’::gfg:'re 1994 1 | 0500 Alton
daakaseatthe 1995 1 10/09 Deering
Audubon Society of 1995 1 11/05 Lebanon
New Hanpshre. 1996 1 10/14 Peerborough
1997 1 10/02 North Hampbn
1997 2 10007 Rye
1997 1 1026 Londondery
1997 1 11/04 Millsfield
1998 1 07/06 Alton
1998 1 1022 Moultonboough
1999 1 09/28 Moultonboough
1999 1 1016 Deering
2000 1 0511 Wilmot
2000 1 09110 Deering
2001 1 09/15 Peerborough
2001 1 0927 Sandwvich
2001 1 1017 Gilsum
2001 1 10/20 Exeter
2003 1 09/10 Deering
2003 1 0921 Peerborough
2003 1 11/07 Hillsboio
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state in thelast25 years(C. Todd andA. Weik in Wheder, 2003). The main reasons
for nestingfailuresareorganoph@phde pesticidescontaminaing majorprey speies,
such asGreat Blue Herors, andloss of openhabitat (Wheeler,2003).

Migration in the East

Clearly the increase in records at easternhawkwatch sitesis comectkd to the
increasein brealing eaglesin Quebe and Labrador. The® birds spendthe winter
monthssouth of New Englandin mainly montane(upland slopesbelow timberine)
regions of the cental and southen Appaladian Mountainsin North Carolina, Ten
nesee,Virginia, and Weg Virginia (Wheele, 2003). Somewinter in Michigan and
Pemsylvana.

TheHawk Migraion Association of NorthAmerica(HMANA) has compiledhawk
migration datafor all of North America for the lastthirty yeas. HMAN A's database
indicates a steady increasein numbes of Golden Eaglesrecordedat easterrhawk
watch sites, culminating in recordbreaking totalsat severalsitesin 2003.Waggoner’s
Gapin Pennsylvaia hasconsistentlytallied good numbersof GoldenEagleseach
fall. Their datashowa steadyincrease since1990whentheyrecorded122. In 1995
theyrecorde 146,in 1996theysaw163 andin 1997theyrecordedL76.In 2002their
fall total reached207 andin 2003 they recorced 245. (Hawk Migration Studies,
HMANA, and HawkCountonthe HMANA Web site, www.hmanaorg)*

The accumuldion of GoldenEagle migrationdatafor al easternsitesshowsdra-
maic increases HMANA groupssitesto northernand southerrregionswith abound
ary in centrd PennsyVania.Northen site totalshavegrownfrom 170in 1990to 273
in 1995to0 320in 2002 (complete2003datais not yet available). Southan site totds
hawe grownfrom 489in 1990to 734in 1995to 961in 2002.(Hawk Migration Stud
ies,HMANA, andBirdHawk website HMANA)*

In 2003 dranmtic singleday countsat seveal sitesin the east included a recod-
breaking 31 on November20 at Hawk Mountain Sanctuaryin Pennsylvania
(HMANA publisheddata)*. That monthsaw the bulk of recordsat Hawk Mountain
(1100f their 160for theseason)Novenber20asobrought29 GoldenEagleso Bake
Oven Knob in Pennsylvania(anaher one-cay record) and 17 Golden Eagles over
Waggoners Ggp aswell as16 on Novenber 21.

Migration in New Hampshire

An analysisof data in the NewHampshireBird Records databas from 1991to
2003indicates thatfrom oneto five GoldenEagles are recordedannudly in the state
(note somehawkwatchsitesdo not reporttheir datato NewHampshireBird Records
sothis analysismay not represenall sightingsfor New Hampshirg. Most sightings
are from the months of SeptemberDctober,andNovember(whenmany eyesareon
the sky looking for otherhawks) butthereare threesightingsin May andtwo in July.
Basal on my own observations| tendto seemostly adultsin Septembeandimma
tureslaterin OctoberandNovemberalthoughthe sample sizeis too smdl to be sta
tisticdly significant

*The author takesrespongility for any inaccurades based on his analyss of
HMANA publisheddata.
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Summary

GddenEagksarea rare but anrual migrantthroughNew Hamgshire. Thar breeding
populdionisincreaig to our north and sightingsof migrantsin springard fall isincreas
ing in theeastAlthoudh Bald Eagesaremuchmorelikely to be seermigraing past watch
stesin New Hamyshire takea secom look andmakesurethateagleisn't a“goldie.”

For detailedinformaton on hawk migration throughoutNorth Americg checkout
the Hawk Migration Associationof North Americawebste at www.hmana.orgThe
HMANA membe newsktter Hawk Migration Studiesis also an excellent resource.
Chedk the NH AudubonWeb site, www.nhaudubon.org, for information abaut fall
hawkwatches andprograms.
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New Hampshire Rare Birds Committee Report

Thefollowi ngreportfrom theNew HampshireRareBirds Committee (NHRBC) con
tains decisbnsfor recordsvotedon by the Committee since thelastreportin the Win-
ter 2002—03issueof NewHampshireBird Reords The NHRBC is an independat
tedhnical advisory committeeto New Hampstire Bird Records. It reviewsunusual
sightingsin aneffort to maintainaccuracy andscientific integrity for bothNewHamp
shire Bird Recads and the histoiical databaseof bird sightings maintained by the
AudubonSociety of New Hampshie (ASNH). Sightingsare evaluatedbasel on the
details subnitted.A recordmusthavea vote of 6-00r 5-1to beaacepted by the Com
mittee.

A rejection is not an indication that the identification was incorrect but that the
informationreceived wasnot enoughto allow its inclusionin the staterecord. Ade-
quae documendtion is thekeyto whether areportis aceptedor not. Forinformation
on the Committee and its decison-making process,pleaseseethe article in the Sum
mer1996issueof NewHampsire Bird Records TheFall 1996issuehas anarticde on
how to doaument rare bird sightings Contactthe Managing Editor at ASNH for a
copy of eithe of thesearticles.

The currentvoting membes of the committeeare DennisAbbott, David Deifik,
Alan Delorey, David Donsker Davis Finch,and George Gavutis.Pleag contactany
oneof themif you havequestionsAddressesandgeneralinformation onthecommit
teeareavailablefrom the non-votingchair, PamHunt, at biodiva@ gberporténet or
work phoneat224-9909X328.
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Spring 2003

Records accepted by the committee:

Bladc Rail in Greenhndin lateMay. First staterecrd; seen or heardby mary, call recorded.
Sardhill Cranein LebanononApril 30.

Sardhill Cranein Lancasér on May 5.

Jeecer speciesoffshoreRye on May 24.

Acadian Flycatcherat Pawuckawg on May 31

Varied Thrushin Gilford from late Fetruary to late April.
Yellow-throatedWarblerat Pawtickaway on May 3.
Yellow-throatedWarblerin Hanove on May 11.

Pine Warblerin Leeon March2.

Hooded Warblerin Hampbn on May 9-10.

Hooded Warbleron thelslesof Shods on May 19.

Blue Grosbeakin Francestowron May 3.

Blue Grosbeakin Charlesbwn onMay 18.

Records not accepted by the committee:

Comma Murre on White Island on May 26. Description of headcalor and patiernwasunclea or
inconclusive enoudn that Thick-billed Murre could not be eliminated. Theidentificaion was
acceptedasMurre species.

BarnOwl in Deeffield on May 3. Bird washead only, anddesaiption of call doesnoteliminae
immatre GreatHornedOwl.

Bickndl’ s Thrushin Livermoe on April 29. Bird washead only, anddegite detiled descrigion
of call, the difficulty of vocalidentifi cation of this spedes, combinedwith the exceptonaly
ealy date, resultedn thecommitee decidingto em ontheside of caution.

Sumner Taragerin Lincolnon May 24. Although at leastone of thethree similar birds repated
was desciibedfairly well, the presence of suchahigh numbe ard abserce of addtional
descriptive detailsresultedn the committeenat acceptingthe record.

Pine Grosbeakin ThorntononApril 22. Basedon the photograph, the committeebdieved thatthe
bird in quegion wasactuallya Red Crossill.

Summer 2003

Records accepted by the committee:

Tricolored Heronin Ryeon Junel5. Photographed
Yellow-crownedNight-Heronin Hanpton on June1-8. Phdogrgphed.
American Oygercatcheon White Island on June28.

Little Gull in North Hamptonon Jure 1.

Little Gull in RyeonJunel8. Phdogrgphed; differentplumage from previousbird.
Bladk-headedGull in Rye Jure 3-6. Photographed.

Casppan Ternin Pittsburgon Junel0.

Comma Murre at White Island on June 22-27.

Murre specieon White Islandon Jure 15.

Raorhill atlslesof Shoalson Jure 8.

Atlartic Puffin at White Islandon June 15-24.
RedheadedWoodpeckein Nottingham on Juy 20.

Acadian Flycatcherat Pawtickawa on June7-8.

Acadian Flycatchelin Souh Hampton on June 28.
LouisianaWaterhrushin Nashuaon July 27.

Records not accepted by the committee:
Royal Tem at White Islandon June26. Although geneally well descibed, the descriggion of a
black crown is inconsistentvith this species’plumage at this time of yea.
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Thick-billed Murre on White Island on June14. Unclea desciption failed to fully eliminateeither
Comman Murre or Razorbill,andtherecord is best left as“large alcid speces.”

Chuck-will’s- widow in Canaaron Jure 20. This date is unustally late for this species, whichis a
very rare spring vagrantto New Hampstire. This combined with sone missingdetails aboutthe
obsenation reaultedin the committee dedding to err on the sideof cauton. The possbility
existsthat thebird in queston was anaberrantWhip-poor-will.

Fall 2003

Records accepted by the committee:

Comma Eiderin Littleton on October 22.

Comman Eiderin Bartlett on October 22.

Sardhill Cranein Concordon Octobe 8.

Little Stintin Rye on August7-8. This bird wasphaogrgphed, see by numerots birders and
consitutes a First StateRecod.

Lesse Black-backedGull in Errol on Septembe 30. Phdogrgphed.

Selaphorus hummirgbird speciesin Merimad on August 17.

Tropica/Couch’sKingbird in Claremonton Novembe 2. Although the bird in queston was never
heard, and thuscannotbeidentifi edto species, this represerts a First State Record of this
speciespair.

Cawe Swallows in Ryeon Novembe 26. Phdographs;qualifies as a First StateRecord.

Northem Wheateain Epsomon Septembe 7. Well-desgibedindividual.

Bell’'sVireoin Exeteron Novembe 1 andbeyond. Photograptedard seenby mary, this bird
represerts a SecondStateRecad.

GoldenwingedWarblerin Ryeon Septemberl4.

Western Tanagein Plymout on November 30.

Black-headedGroseakin Dery on November 3. Photogaphed and seenby many.

Spdted Towheein Grafton on Novermber 17 (and through winter). Photographed;represens a First
Stake Record.

Yellow-headdBlackbirdin Merrimack on August2.

Records not accepted by the committee:

Wood Stak in Dover on Sepember2. Thedeails providedwere not comprehensiwe enoughfor a
rarity of this magnitudethebird’s head was not desciibed.

FulvousWhistling-Duckin Grartham onAugust7. Bird was unustally tame, andthe possiblity of
avariant domestt duckwasnot considered

Harlequin Duckin Jeffersoron Octobe 24. Skechy de<ription did not eliminate immatureor
femde scoters.

GoldenEaglein NorthwoodonAugugd 22. Detailswere insufficiert for areport of this speciesso
ealy intheseason.

Sardhill Cranein Alexandriaon October 1. The obsever had no optics and wasunfamiiar with
this species. Someaspect®f the bird’s behavior wereinconsistentwith Sardhill Crane.

Long-hill ed Dowitcherin Lancaster on October 31. Poordesciiption; observerdid nat conclsively
eliminate Shortbilled Dowitcher.

Rednecked Phalaropen Portsmouth on September 26 wasnat sufficiently distinguishedfrom Red
Phdarope Identificationwasacceped as Phdarope spedes.

Lark Bunting in Frarklin on Octobe 2. Desciiption of hill colorinconsistentwith female Lark
Bunting; femalePurple Finchnot conclusivdy eliminated

Clay-colored Sparpw in Peerboroughon October31. Did not condusively eliminae Chipping
Sparow.
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Winter 2003-2004

Records accepted by the committee:
GoldenEaglein Raymondon December 9.
Varied Thrushin Bradfordfor most of thewinter. Seen by numeroushirders.
Brown Thrashetin Loudonon February 14.
Spdted Towheein Concordfor mostof the winter. Photographed andsea by many.Represatsa
Semnd StateRecod.
Thefollowing Hoary Redpollrepats were accepted. Many of thesewereacmmpared by
photographs:
Sardwich on DecembeB, Decenber 31, January 1, and Febualy 6 (all differentbirds)
Keere on DecembeB andonward (multiple birds)
Ossipee on DecembeB0
Belmont on January4
Straford on Januay 9
Frarklin onJanuaryll
Newbury on Januay 31
Errd on Febuary 3
Hanover on Febuary 6
Cheseron February29

Records not accepted by the committee:

Chipping Sparow in Newmaket on February 4. Documentatiordid not condusively eliminate
other spamrows including Clay-coloredand Swamp.

Thefollowing Hoary Redpollrepats were not aacepted. In all casesthe observe failedto
distinguish the bird from Comnon Redpll:
Bedford on Januaryd
Thornton on Januaryl13
Newmarketon Febuary29
New Londonin January

Records awaiting additional discussion:

The committeehasnot hada chance to meetard disaussthe documentationfor the following
reoords:

“Nelsoris” Gull in Rochestr on December 29.

Slay-backedGull in Rochestepn Decamber 23-27.

BaltimoreOriole in Grovetonon Jaruaity 2.

Hoay Redpollin Northfield on Jauay 24.

Hoay Redpoll,10in Keeneduring thewinter.

Decisions of Late Submissions

Reaords thatthe Commiteewasunable to evaluate in time for pubdi cationwith the othervotes
from that sea®n.

Records accepted by the committee:

RedheadedWoodpeckein Merrimack on July 10, 2002. Phaographed.

Clay-colored Sparpw in Newington on June 24,200L. Well-desaibed an unuswal mid-sunmer
reoord.

Thefollowing recod from Fdl 2002 wasaaceped by the Committeebutinadverently omitted
from the 2002summaryin the Winter 2002-03 issue of NewHamshire Bird Recods:
Redhead 6 on GreatBay in Stratham, November 27, 20(2.

Records not accepted by the committee:
Hooded Warblerin SugarHill on May 10, 1992. Insufficient desaiption.
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Research on Early Successional Habitats

by SephenR.Hale

A longwalk or bike ride throughneary anyNew Hampshirecountrysideoftentakes
onethrougha variety of habitatsincluding wetlands,fields, andforests.From yearto
yea, thesehabitats do not chang very much, and the plants and animals tha live
there can often be predictedwith great reliability. Overlonge time periods habitds
change,andearly successiondiabitatscanchangevery rapidly.

Early succesion& habitatsrepresent the ealy stagesof both vegetation composi-
tion and strudure following somekind of disturbane. For example naturalevents
swch aswind storms hurricanesijce storms,fire, insect outbreaks andlandsidescan
reduce (or disturb) an old tall-standingforest to an open field. Over time, the open
field transformghroughdifferenthabitat stage as old treesrot awayand grass,non-
woody plants,and woody shrub pioneers invace the area.These pioneersactually
improvethe site conditions so that otherspeges can colonizeand takeover. Contin-
ual changein the plantspeciestermed succession proceedsuntil 1) a stablecommu-
nity (climax) structure is reached or 2) another disturbanceresés the habitat
conditions to an ealier stageand the processcontinuesfrom there. Often, distur
barcesaresofrequentthataclimaxcommunity is neverredized, butinsteadthe habi-
tatis in a constat state of changeratherthanbdance Variouslogging practicesand
mowing regimes havesimilar effeds as naurd disturbanes. Whentrees and their
asocitedleafy canopiesare removed, habita conditions can chang dramaically
through increasedsunlight, tempeature, wind penetation and decease humidity
andsoil moisture.Not only do the vegetation charageristics change but alsotheank
mal communites thatareadaptedo variousvegedation types

Richardand Carly Chandle, from the University of Massachugttsin Amherst,are
a husbandand wife teaminvestigding the use of ealy sucessionalhabitatsby song
birdsin the White Mountainsof New HampshireRichardis investigaing thevalueof
wildlife openingsfor songbirdsintendel to promotegame spedes, wildlife openings
are smallpathes(upto 40 acres)f ealy sucessionalhabita maintaned by mowing
or presaibed burns (fire). Richard hypothesizeghat wildlife operings are also of
great benefit to populationsof non-game species,including an eaty successonal
sangbird,the Cheshut-sidedWarbler(CSWA, Dendroicapensylvanica.

Overthecomng summaes, Richad will bemonitoringnests,juvenile,seond-yer
adult, and after seond-yearadult CSWA in over60wildlife openingsf varioussizes,
disturbancetypes,and vegetatiorstructures Seond-year andafter secord-year adult
CSWAs can be identified by the length of their chestnutcoloredflank stripe In sec-
ond-yer birds, the chestnutstripe doesnot extend asfar ontothe flanks andnot far
enough to conned¢ with the black fadal stripe.Richad’s primary reseach methods
incdude distane point-countsand spot (teriitory) mapping.Distancepoint-counts
attempt to estimate the abundancilensity of birds within a samplel area while spot
mayping can providemore detailedinformaion ontheir breading biology (for exam-
ple, territory size).
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Meanwhile,Caly hypotheges tha early sucessond habita is of greatimpor
tane to awider array of songbirdshanpreviouslythought Shewondes why many
forest interior-breeding songbirdsmoveinto early sucessionahabitatsin late July,
August,andSepember. In herwork, sheasksif forestsongbirdswhich do not neces
saily nestandforagein earlysuc@ssonal habitats while brealing, utilize thesehabi
tatsafterfledginghesing. Two differert ideasthat could work togetherare: 1) birds
areusingthe increasedstemandbranding patterns of shrub-liketrees as protection
from predaors,and?2) birds areutilizing the abundace of fruit in thesehabitats.To
angver this question, Carly aimsto egimate the abundancend fithesscharacteristics
of birds using various typesof ealy sucessionkhabitatsin late summer.Together
with distan@ point-couns, Carly will be mist-netting and color bandingbirds. She
hopes to resightthe birdsin orderto deermineif markedbirdsremain in the habitat,
andfor how long. Additionally, shewill be estimatingfat-levels (an estimateof fit-
nes: the morefat, thefitter the bird), and making morphoméric measurenents(e.g.,
wing cord and tarsudength).

Carly will useher datato compae amongsiteswith A) high stem and brand den
sity with berries,B) low stemandbrand densitywith no berries andC) high stem
andbranchdensty with berriesremoved Thesecomparisonsvill enableherto deter
mineif songbirdsare usinghigh stemandbranchingdersity habitatsmore thanlow
stemand branching densityhabitats(compareB vs. C), and if they are sdectinghigh
fruit densiy habitats (compareA vs. C).

The highestrisk timesin a migrant songbird’slife are probablythe period after
fledging and periodsof migration. Richard and Carly Chandlers’ studieswill helpto
detemineif we shoutl appreciatean expandedrole for early suacessiond habitatsin
the conservéon of theforeg songbids.We look forwardto periodic progresseports
onther respetiveinvesigations.

Answer to the Fall 2003 Photo Quiz

by David Donsler

A first glance, the subjectof our PhotoQuiz appearsto be a diminutive woodland
bird perdedin the baretwigs of adedduoustree Thisimpresgon is theresult of two
of the distinctive featuresof this spedes its smdl darkbill andfluffy plumage.The
large,dark eye setin its white faceaddsto this effect, asdoesthe roundprofile of its
head. We alsonote thatit hasa proportionally long tail. Furthe, it has afairly exten
sive blackcap onthe hind crownwith a bit of the black of the crownextendingdown
behind theeye. It hasa prominentwhite hind collar. Theremainder of thebodyis uni-
formly mediumtonedwith somefaint white tipping to thetail feahers.

This bird’s body proportionsandheal patterneliminate mostpossbilities. A bird
that we might briefly consideris Tufted Titmouse which shaes the dark eye and
white faceof this bird aswell assimilar bill andtail proportions But, amongs other
things,thetitmouseis crestedandlackstheblackcgp. Anothe considerationwvould be
one of our shrikes, which are also long-taled birds with white throas and fairly
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stubby bill s. But their bills arenot asproportionallysmallandare hookedat the tip.
Besides, thetwo shrikeshaveblack masksratherthan ablad cap.

At this point, it wouldn’t be unreasonableto condude that this is same form of
abarant chickades. Both of our native chickadees, Boreal and Black-cappel, share
mary of thefeatures describedabove small darkbill, fluffy plumage black cgp, and
proportiondly long tail. But, of cours, our chickades haveblack throatsor “bibs”
andther capsextendovertheirforeheals.In contrastthis bird has a white throatand
forehead.

In the end, the only bird in our foreds that has the plumagecharateridics that
match the abovedescription is Gray Jay, which is the subject of this photogeph. The
suypeficial resenblanceof Gray Jay to chickadees hasbeennoted both by David Sib-
ley andby RogerTory Petersonywho hasdesaibedit aslooking like a “huge, over
grown chickadee” Of course,Gray Jay isn't nealy asdiminutive asthe photogeph
suggests.It is 11.5incheslong, whichis quitea contrastto afive-inch chickadee But
out of cortext, it is very hardto judgethe sizeof our bird, andits strudural features
make it seen smaller thanit actudly is. Also, the deciduougwigs in which it roosts
addto the false illusion. This bird is much morelikely to be found perchedon the
brarch of an evergreen.

If oneisn’t familiar with Gray Jay, it might even be difficult to concludethat its
closestrelaives in our stateare Blue Jays, ravens, and crows. Gray Jay sharesthe
sanegregaroushabts of its cousingbutunlikeits relatives it is relatively quiet.Our
othe corvids(thefamily thatincludes crowsandjays)aso haveproportionallylonger
andlarger bills than this speciesandlack the fluffy plumage Gray Jay is bestunder
stood in the coneext of the jays of the Pdearctic (the tempeate regions of the Old
World), which includeits nearestelatives, Siberianand SichuanJays. Unlike most
othe American corvids, the Paleactic jays arerelatively small-billed,round-heded
birds.Our GrayJay is deiived from this Palarcticstockandrepresentsa separatecol-
onizationof the New World by this branc of the crow family.

GrayJayis acharaderigic andcongicuousresidenbf theconiferousborealforest
that extendsacrossCanadaandthevery northernstaes in our countryand southward
along the mgor mountainrangesof the American Westasfar as northen California
andArizona In New Hampshirejt is an undmmonto fairly commonpermanentes
identin the very northernpat of the state and in the White Mountans at elevations
between3,000and 4,000feet. It is an extremelycuriousand bold speciesthatis well
known to visit backwoodscampsand picnic grounds, usualy in small groups, for
saapsand other handous. This behaviorhas givenit sud colloquial names as “Camp
Robber” and“GreaseBird”. The name“W hiskey Jadk”, commonly applied to this
species,is a corrupton of oneof its Native Americannames (“wiss-ka-tjon” or “wis-
ka-chon’, turned into “Whiskey-Jom”). Its normal diet, as with most corwids is
extremelyvaried. It includesinsects berries, conifer seedsfungi, animd carcasss,
eggs, andnestings. Much of their foodis cachedfor later use, especially in latewin-
terandearly spring.

One find note: If you think that the resemblace of Gray Jay to chickadeesis
strange,an even strangeexampleof convergenevolution beween thesetwo families
wasrecantly discoveredEversinceits discoveryin Tibetin thelate 19thcenturyuntil
recently, a dull-colored, sparrow-szed bird with a long, down-airved bhill,
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Psaidopodoceshumilis, was consicered
an odd member of the crow family,
degite its diminutive size. This is "
becawse its supeficia strudure andter-
restrialbehavior were very similarto sev- ¢
eral much larger true corvids the
Ground-Jgs, which alsolive in the same
gereralregionof Asiaandsharea similar
habitat. It was given the common nane
of Hume’sor TibetanGround-JayAston-
ishingly, an ornithologist on the staff of
the Smithsonia Institution only lag year
discovered, baed on molecular and |
skeletal studiesthatthis bird is actuallya .
parid (amembe of thechickadeeandtit- %,
mousefamily), whoseclosestreldive is This Gray Jay was photographed
Great Tit, a comnon Old World spedes by Denny Abbott in Errol, New Hampshire,
i in January 2002.
that closdy resemblesour own chick-
adees.Appropriaely, it wasrenamedGroundTit. This discoveryrockedthe oritho-
logicd world!
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Where’s the New Photo Quiz?

Therewill beanew onein the next issue,alongwith theansver! Seethe
announemaent on pagel for thedetils.
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Thefollowing corredionswerefound aftertheissuewaspublished. Minor typosare notincluded

Please let usknow of any inaccurecies you find in anissue especidy those which involve sight-

ing records so thatwe may correct themin the computerdatafile to improveacauracy.

Spring 2002

p.4 The NorthernFulmarphotowastakenon 3-9 not 3-19.

p.11 In the OgpreythroughCranesummarythird paragraphsecondsentenceboutSand
hill Craneshouldread“anotherindividual appearedn Newingtonnot Newmarket.

p.12 The Soraon4-20 wasseenin Durhamnot Newmaiket.

Summer 2002

p.7 In theWaterbw! summery, thelastline shout read“The two reportsof Ruddy Duck
arevery unusial’, notthreereports

p.7 Thefollowing Mallard sightingsmenionedin the Wateribwl summarywere acciden
tally omitted:
06-11 14 Pittsbug First ConnecticuLakeboatlanding  E. Nielsen
06-26 5 Kensihgton Routel07residence G. GavutisJr.

p.24 On07-07,6 Wood Thrush were seenin Northfield not 60.
p. 25 Wood Warblerssumnary:

Fourth senene regarding Blackpoll Warblersshouldread“seenon June4 in
Newmarket”, not Durham.

Next to lastsentence peginning“The pair reporedfrom Durham”,wasmisplaced
andrefersto BlackbumianWarblers,not CanadaVarblers It shouldgo afterthethird
sentencethatendwith “good finds”

Thelastline shoud read“A Yellow-breased Chatmadeits first summerappear
ances in New HampshireBird Records(which beganas an independat publication

with Spiing 1982reports.
Fall 2002
p.5 The Red-neckedGrebeon 11-28 was seenon Newfound Lake from Crescent.ane
noton CrescentLake.
p.11 Thefollowing Redheadighting wasaccidentallyomitted:
1127 6 Sandy Point Straham Morgan& Marcia Tingley

Thefollowing sightingsat CanobielLakein Windhamwere observedandrepotedby
Micheel Harvey, not JohnWilliams:

CommonLoonon 10-15.

Red-neked Grebeon 10-16.

Gadwadl on10-07;BluewingedTealon 10-10;Green-wingedealon 10-11.
Red-beasted Merganseon 10-10.

Greate Yellowlegson 10-10.

Spoted Sandpiperon 10-11.

Least Sendpiperon 10-15.

In the Sparows, Blackbirds and Finchessummary,in the third sentenceherewere
five Dickcissek reported not four.
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Abbreviations Used

ASNH  AudubonSociety of NH Rd. Roal

BBC Brookline Bird Club Rt. Route

BBS Breeding Bird Survey SF Stae Forest

CA Consevation Area St.Pk. Stae Pak

Cc County Club SPNHF Sodety for the Protection of
FT Field Trip NH Forests Conaord

L. Lake T&M Thomp®n & Meserves
LPC Loon PreservatiorCommitee (Purdhase)

NA Natural Area WMA  Wildlife Managemenfrea
NHBR New Hampdire Bird Records ~ WMNF White MountainNational
NHRBC NH Rare Birds Commitee Forest

NWR  Nationd Wildlife Refuge WS ASNH Wildlife Sanctuary
PO PostOffice = approximately

R. River

Rare Bird ALERT 224-9900
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